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Information contained herein is subject to completion or amendment. A registration statement relating to these securities has been filed
with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These securities may not be sold nor may offers to buy be accepted prior to the time the
registration statement becomes effective. This document shall not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of any offer to buy nor
shall there be any sale of these securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to
registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction.

PRELIMINARY�SUBJECT TO COMPLETION�DATED JANUARY 16, 2014

Proxy Statement Prospectus

MERGER PROPOSED�YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT

Dear Shareholder:

         On September 11, 2013, Sterling Financial Corporation, or Sterling, and Umpqua Holdings Corporation, or Umpqua, entered into an
Agreement and Plan of Merger (which we refer to as the "merger agreement") that provides for the combination of the two companies. Under
the merger agreement, Sterling will merge with and into Umpqua, with Umpqua as the surviving corporation (which we refer to as the
"merger"). The merger will result in the West Coast's largest community bank with expanded geographic reach.

         In the merger, each share of Sterling common stock (except for specified shares of Sterling common stock held by Sterling or Umpqua and
any dissenting shares) will be converted into the right to receive 1.671 shares of Umpqua common stock and $2.18 in cash, without interest,
(which we refer to as the "merger consideration"). Although the number of shares of Umpqua common stock that Sterling shareholders will
receive is fixed, the market value of the merger consideration will fluctuate with the market price of Umpqua common stock and will not be
known at the time Sterling shareholders vote on the merger. Based on the closing price of Umpqua's common stock on the NASDAQ Global
Select Market on [    �    ], 2014, the last practicable date before the date of this document, the value of the per share merger consideration payable
to holders of Sterling common stock was [    �    ].We urge you to obtain current market quotations for Umpqua (trading symbol
"UMPQ") and Sterling (trading symbol "STSA").

         Based on the current number of shares of Sterling common stock outstanding and reserved for issuance under employee benefit plans,
Umpqua expects to issue approximately 112,458,115 million shares of common stock to Sterling shareholders in the aggregate upon completion
of the merger. Based on these numbers, upon completion of the merger, current Sterling shareholders would own approximately 49.9% of the
common stock of Umpqua immediately following the merger. However, any increase or decrease in the number of shares of Sterling common
stock outstanding that occurs for any reason prior to the completion of the merger would cause the actual number of shares issued upon
completion of the merger to change.

         Sterling and Umpqua will each hold a special meeting of their respective shareholders in connection with the merger. Sterling and Umpqua
shareholders will be asked to vote to approve the merger agreement and related matters as described in the attached joint proxy
statement/prospectus. Approval of the merger agreement by Umpqua shareholders requires the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of
votes entitled to be cast and approval of the merger agreement by Sterling shareholders requires the affirmative vote of the holders of two-thirds
of the votes entitled to be cast.

         The special meeting of Sterling shareholders will be held on February 25, 2014 at Sterling Bank, 111 North Wall Street, Spokane,
Washington 99201, at 3:00 p.m. local time. The special meeting of Umpqua shareholders will be held on February 25, 2014 at the River Place
Hotel, 1510 SW Harbor Way, Portland, Oregon, at 6:00 p.m. local time.

Sterling's board of directors unanimously recommends that Sterling shareholders vote "FOR" the approval of the merger
agreement and "FOR" the approval of the other matters to be considered at the Sterling special meeting.

Umpqua's board of directors unanimously recommends that Umpqua shareholders vote "FOR" the approval of the merger
agreement and "FOR" the approval of the other matters to be considered at the Umpqua special meeting.
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         This joint proxy statement/prospectus describes the special meeting of Sterling, the special meeting of Umpqua, the merger, the documents
related to the merger and other related matters. Please carefully read this entire joint proxy statement/prospectus, including "Risk
Factors," beginning on page 43, for a discussion of the risks relating to the proposed merger. You also can obtain information about
Umpqua and Sterling from documents that each has filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Raymond P. Davis
President and Chief Executive Officer
Umpqua Holdings Corporation

J. Gregory Seibly
President and Chief Executive Officer
Sterling Financial Corporation

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved the merger, the
issuance of the Umpqua common stock to be issued in the merger or the other transactions described in this document or passed upon
the adequacy or accuracy of this joint proxy statement/prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The securities to be issued in the merger are not savings or deposit accounts or other obligations of any bank or non-bank
subsidiary of either Umpqua or Sterling, and they are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other
governmental agency.

         The date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus is [            ], and it is first being mailed or otherwise delivered to the shareholders of
Umpqua and Sterling on or about [            ].
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 REFERENCES TO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

        This joint proxy statement/prospectus incorporates important business and financial information about Umpqua and Sterling from
documents filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, or the SEC, that are not included in or delivered with this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. You can obtain any of the documents filed with or furnished to the SEC by Umpqua and/or Sterling at no cost from the
SEC's website at http://www.sec.gov. You may also request copies of these documents, including documents incorporated by reference in this
joint proxy statement/prospectus, at no cost by contacting the appropriate company at the following address:

Umpqua Holdings Corporation Sterling Financial Corporation
20085 N.W. Tanasbourne Drive 111 North Wall Street

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124 Spokane, Washington 99201
Attention: Investor Relations Attention: Investor Relations
Telephone: (503) 268-6675 Telephone: (509) 358-8097

You will not be charged for any of these documents that you request. To obtain timely delivery of these documents, you must
request them no later than five business days before the date of your meeting. This means that Umpqua shareholders requesting
documents must do so by February 18, 2014, in order to receive them before the Umpqua special meeting, and Sterling shareholders
requesting documents must do so by February 18, 2014, in order to receive them before the Sterling special meeting.

        You should rely only on the information contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this document. No one has been authorized to
provide you with information that is different from that contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this document. This document is dated
[                    ], 2014, and you should assume that the information in this document is accurate only as of such date. You should assume that the
information incorporated by reference into this document is accurate as of the date of such document. Neither the mailing of this document to
Sterling shareholders or Umpqua shareholders nor the issuance by Umpqua of shares of Umpqua common stock in connection with the merger
will create any implication to the contrary.

This document does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, any securities, or the solicitation of a proxy, in
any jurisdiction to or from any person to whom it is unlawful to make any such offer or solicitation in such jurisdiction. Except where
the context otherwise indicates, information contained in this document regarding Sterling has been provided by Sterling and
information contained in this document regarding Umpqua has been provided by Umpqua.

See "Where You Can Find More Information" for more details.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 25, 2014

To the Shareholders of Umpqua Holdings Corporation:

        Umpqua Holdings Corporation will hold a special meeting of shareholders at 6:00 p.m. local time, on February 25, 2014, at the River Place
Hotel, 1510 SW Harbor Way, Portland, Oregon to consider and vote upon the following matters:

�
a proposal to approve the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of September 11, 2013, by and between Sterling Financial
Corporation and Umpqua Holdings Corporation, pursuant to which Sterling will merge with and into Umpqua, as more fully
described in the attached joint proxy statement/prospectus (which we refer to as the "Umpqua merger proposal");

�
a proposal to amend the Restated Articles of Incorporation of Umpqua to increase the number of authorized shares of no par
value common stock to 400,000,000 (which we refer to as the "articles amendment proposal"); and

�
a proposal to adjourn the Umpqua special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the
Umpqua merger proposal and/or the articles amendment proposal (which we refer to as the "Umpqua adjournment
proposal").

        We have fixed the close of business on January 15, 2014 as the record date for the special meeting. Only Umpqua common shareholders of
record at that time are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Umpqua special meeting, or any adjournment or postponement of the Umpqua
special meeting. Approval of the Umpqua merger proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of the votes entitled to be cast
on the proposal. Approval of the Umpqua adjournment proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of shares represented at
the special meeting. The articles amendment proposal will be approved if the votes cast in favor of the proposal exceed the votes cast in
opposition.

Umpqua's board of directors has unanimously adopted the merger agreement, has determined that the merger agreement and the
transactions contemplated thereby, including the merger, are in the best interests of Umpqua and its shareholders, and unanimously
recommends that Umpqua shareholders vote "FOR" the Umpqua merger proposal, "FOR" the articles amendment proposal and
"FOR" the Umpqua adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.

        Your vote is very important.    We cannot complete the merger unless Umpqua's common shareholders approve the Umpqua merger
proposal and the articles amendment proposal.

Regardless of whether you plan to attend the Umpqua special meeting, please vote as soon as possible. If you hold stock in your
name as a shareholder of record of Umpqua, please complete, sign, date and return the accompanying proxy card in the enclosed
postage-paid return envelope. If you hold your stock in "street name" through a bank or broker, please follow the instructions on the
voting instruction card furnished by the record holder.

        The enclosed joint proxy statement/prospectus provides a detailed description of the special meeting, the merger, the documents related to
the merger and other related matters. We urge you to
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read the joint proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents incorporated in the joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference, and its
annexes carefully and in their entirety.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

Steven L. Philpott
Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary
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 NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS TO BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 25, 2014

To the Shareholders of Sterling Financial Corporation:

        Sterling Financial Corporation will hold a special meeting of shareholders at 3:00 p.m. local time, on February 25, 2014, at Sterling Bank,
111 North Wall Street, Spokane, Washington 99201 to consider and vote upon the following matters:

�
a proposal to adopt and approve the Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of September 11, 2013, by and between
Sterling Financial Corporation and Umpqua Holdings Corporation, pursuant to which Sterling will merge with and into
Umpqua, as more fully described in the attached joint proxy statement/prospectus (which we refer to as the "Sterling merger
proposal");

�
a proposal to approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that is tied to or based on the merger and that
will or may be paid to Sterling's named executive officers in connection with the merger (which we refer to as the "Sterling
compensation proposal"); and

�
a proposal to adjourn the Sterling special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the
Sterling merger proposal (which we refer to as the "Sterling adjournment proposal").

        We have fixed the close of business on January 15, 2014 as the record date for the special meeting. Only Sterling common shareholders of
record at that time are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Sterling special meeting, or any adjournment or postponement of the Sterling
special meeting. Approval of the Sterling merger proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast on
the proposal. The Sterling compensation proposal will be approved if the votes cast in favor of the proposal exceed the votes cast in opposition.
Approval of the Sterling adjournment proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of shares represented at the special meeting.

Sterling's board of directors has unanimously adopted the merger agreement, has determined that the merger agreement and the
transactions contemplated thereby, including the merger, are in the best interests of Sterling and its shareholders, and unanimously
recommends that Sterling shareholders vote "FOR" the Sterling merger proposal, "FOR" the Sterling compensation proposal and
"FOR" the Sterling adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.

        Your vote is very important.    We cannot complete the merger unless Sterling's common shareholders approve the Sterling merger
proposal.

Regardless of whether you plan to attend the Sterling special meeting, please vote as soon as possible. If you hold stock in your
name as a shareholder of record of Sterling, please complete, sign, date, and return the accompanying proxy card in the enclosed
postage-paid return envelope. If you hold your stock in "street name" through a bank or broker, please follow the instructions on the
voting instruction card furnished by the record holder.

        Under Washington law, Sterling shareholders who do not vote in favor of the merger proposal and follow certain procedural steps will be
entitled to dissenters' rights. See "Questions and Answers�Are Sterling shareholders entitled to dissenters' rights?"
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        The enclosed joint proxy statement/prospectus provides a detailed description of the special meeting, the merger, the documents related to
the merger and other related matters. We urge you to read the joint proxy statement/prospectus, including any documents incorporated in the
joint proxy statement/prospectus by reference, and its annexes carefully and in their entirety.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS,

Andrew J. Schultheis
Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Secretary
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 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following are some questions that you may have about the merger and the Umpqua or Sterling special meetings, and brief
answers to those questions. We urge you to read carefully the remainder of this joint proxy statement/prospectus because the
information in this section does not provide all of the information that might be important to you with respect to the merger and the
Umpqua or Sterling special meetings. Additional important information is also contained in the documents incorporated by reference
into this joint proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

Unless the context otherwise requires, references in this joint proxy statement/prospectus to "Umpqua" refer to Umpqua Holdings
Corporation, an Oregon corporation, and its subsidiaries, and references to "Sterling" refer to Sterling Financial Corporation, a
Washington corporation, and its subsidiaries.

Q:
What is the merger?

A:
Umpqua and Sterling have entered into an Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of September 11, 2013 (which we refer to as the
"merger agreement"). Under the merger agreement, Sterling will be merged with and into Umpqua, with Umpqua continuing as the
surviving corporation. Immediately following the completion of the merger, Sterling's wholly owned bank subsidiary, Sterling Savings
Bank, will merge with and into Umpqua's wholly owned bank subsidiary, Umpqua Bank (which we refer to as the "bank merger").
Umpqua Bank will be the surviving bank in the bank merger. A copy of the merger agreement is included in this joint proxy
statement/prospectus as Annex A.

The merger cannot be completed unless, among other things, both Umpqua shareholders and Sterling shareholders approve their
respective proposals to approve the merger agreement (which we refer to as the "Umpqua merger proposal" and the "Sterling merger
proposal," respectively).

Q:
Why am I receiving this joint proxy statement/prospectus?

A:
We are delivering this document to you because it is a joint proxy statement being used by both the Umpqua and Sterling boards of
directors to solicit proxies of their respective shareholders in connection with approval of the merger and related matters.

In order to approve the merger and related matters, Umpqua and Sterling have each called a special meeting of their shareholders
(which we refer to as the "Umpqua special meeting" and the "Sterling special meeting," respectively). This document serves as proxy
statement for the Umpqua special meeting and the Sterling special meeting and describes the proposals to be presented at the meetings.

This document is also a prospectus that is being delivered to Sterling shareholders because Umpqua is offering shares of its common
stock to Sterling shareholders in connection with the merger.

This joint proxy statement/prospectus contains important information about the merger and the other proposals being voted on at the
meetings. You should read it carefully and in its entirety. The enclosed materials allow you to have your shares voted by proxy without
attending your meeting. Your vote is important. We encourage you to submit your proxy as soon as possible.

1
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Q:
In addition to the Umpqua merger proposal, what else are Umpqua shareholders being asked to vote on?

A:
In addition to the Umpqua merger proposal, Umpqua is soliciting proxies from its shareholders with respect to two additional
proposals:

�
a proposal to amend the Restated Articles of Incorporation of Umpqua to increase the number of authorized shares of no par
value common stock to 400,000,000 (which we refer to as the "articles amendment proposal"); and

�
a proposal to adjourn the Umpqua special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the
Umpqua merger proposal and/or the articles amendment proposal (which we refer to as the "Umpqua adjournment
proposal").

Approval of the articles amendment proposal is a condition to completion of the merger and is necessary for Umpqua to have enough
authorized shares to issue the stock portion of the merger consideration. Completion of the merger is not conditioned upon approval of
the Umpqua adjournment proposal.

Q:
In addition to the Sterling merger proposal, what else are Sterling shareholders being asked to vote on?

A:
In addition to the Sterling merger proposal, Sterling is soliciting proxies from its shareholders with respect to two additional proposals:

�
a proposal to approve, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, the compensation that is tied to or based on the merger and that
will or may be paid to Sterling's named executive officers in connection with the merger (which we refer to as the "Sterling
compensation proposal"); and

�
a proposal to adjourn the Sterling special meeting, if necessary or appropriate, to solicit additional proxies in favor of the
Sterling merger proposal (which we refer to as the "Sterling adjournment proposal").

Completion of the merger is not conditioned upon approval of either of these proposals.

Q:
What will Sterling shareholders receive in the merger?

A:
If the merger is completed, Sterling shareholders will receive 1.671 shares of Umpqua common stock and $2.18 in cash, without
interest, (which we refer to as the "merger consideration") for each share of Sterling common stock held immediately prior to the
merger. Umpqua will not issue any fractional shares of Umpqua common stock in the merger. Sterling shareholders who would
otherwise be entitled to a fractional share of Umpqua common stock upon the completion of the merger will instead receive an amount
in cash based on the average closing-sale price per share of Umpqua common stock for the ten trading days immediately preceding
(but not including) the day on which the merger is completed (which we refer to as the "Umpqua closing price").

Q:
What will Umpqua shareholders receive in the merger?

A:
If the merger is completed, Umpqua shareholders will not receive any merger consideration and will continue to hold the shares of
Umpqua common stock that they currently hold. Following the merger, shares of Umpqua common stock will continue to be traded on
the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol "UMPQ."

2
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Q:
How will the merger affect Sterling stock options and restricted stock units?

A:
The Sterling equity awards will be affected as follows:

Stock Options.    Each option to purchase shares of Sterling common stock outstanding immediately prior to the effective time (except
for certain options with an exercise price significantly in excess of the value of the merger consideration, which Sterling will use
commercially reasonable efforts to cancel prior to the effective time), will be converted into an option to purchase Umpqua common
stock on the same terms and conditions as were applicable prior to the merger (taking into account that, except for new equity award
compensation granted prior to the effective time of the merger, the consummation of the merger and its related transactions will
constitute the first trigger under equity awards that provide for "double trigger" acceleration of vesting), except that (1) the number of
shares of Umpqua common stock subject to the new option will be equal to the product of the number of shares of Sterling common
stock subject to the existing option and the ratio that expresses the merger consideration solely in shares of Umpqua common stock,
with the cash portion of the merger consideration converted into shares based on the Umpqua closing price (which we refer to as the
"equity exchange ratio") (rounding fractional shares down to the nearest whole share), and (2) the exercise price per share of Umpqua
common stock under the new option will be equal to the exercise price per share of Sterling common stock of the existing option
divided by the equity exchange ratio (rounded up to the nearest whole cent).

Restricted Stock Units.    Each restricted stock unit with respect to Sterling common stock will be converted into a restricted stock unit
with respect to a number of shares of Umpqua common stock equal to the product of the number of shares of Sterling common stock
subject to the Sterling restricted stock unit and the equity exchange ratio, on the same terms and conditions as were applicable prior to
the merger (taking into account that, except for new equity award compensation granted prior to the effective time of the merger, the
consummation of the merger and its related transactions will constitute the first trigger under equity awards that provide for "double
trigger" acceleration of vesting).

Q:
Will the value of the merger consideration change between the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus and the time the
merger is completed?

A:
Because the number of shares of Umpqua common stock that Sterling shareholders will receive for each share of Sterling common
stock as the stock component of the merger consideration is fixed, the value of the merger consideration will fluctuate between the
date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus and the completion of the merger based upon the market value for Umpqua common
stock. Any fluctuation in the market price of Umpqua common stock after the date of this joint proxy statement/prospectus will change
the value of the shares of Umpqua common stock that Sterling shareholders will receive.

Q:
How does Umpqua's board of directors recommend that I vote at the special meeting?

A:
Umpqua's board of directors unanimously recommends that you vote "FOR" the Umpqua merger proposal, "FOR" the articles
amendment proposal and "FOR" the Umpqua adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.

Q:
How does Sterling's board of directors recommend that I vote at the annual meeting?

A:
Sterling's board of directors unanimously recommends that you vote "FOR" the Sterling merger proposal, "FOR" the Sterling
compensation proposal and "FOR" the Sterling adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.
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Q:
When and where are the meetings?

A:
The Umpqua special meeting will be held at the River Place Hotel, 1510 SW Harbor Way, Portland, Oregon on February 25, 2014, at
6:00 p.m. local time.

The Sterling special meeting will be held at Sterling Bank, 111 North Wall Street, Spokane, Washington 99201 on February 25, 2014,
at 3:00 p.m. local time.

Q:
What do I need to do now?

A:
After you have carefully read this joint proxy statement/prospectus in its entirety and have decided how you wish to vote your shares,
please vote your shares promptly so that your shares are represented and voted at the special meeting. If you hold your shares in your
name as a shareholder of record, you must complete, sign, date and mail your proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid return envelope
as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may vote through the internet or by telephone. Information and applicable deadlines for voting
by internet or by telephone are set forth in the enclosed proxy card instructions. You are encouraged to vote through the internet. If
you hold your shares in "street name" through a bank or broker, you must direct your bank or broker how to vote in accordance with
the instructions you have received from your bank or broker. "Street name" shareholders who wish to vote in person at the special
meeting or annual meeting will need to obtain a legal proxy from the institution that holds their shares.

Q:
What constitutes a quorum for the Umpqua special meeting?

A:
The presence at the Umpqua special meeting, in person or by proxy, of holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Umpqua
common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting will constitute a quorum. Abstentions and broker non-votes will be included in
determining the number of shares present at the meeting for the purpose of determining the presence of a quorum.

Q:
What constitutes a quorum for the Sterling special meeting?

A:
The presence at the Sterling special meeting, in person or by proxy, of holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of Sterling
common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting will constitute a quorum. Abstentions and broker non-votes, if any, will be
included in determining the number of shares present at the meeting for the purpose of determining the presence of a quorum.

Q:
What is the vote required to approve each proposal at the Umpqua special meeting?

A:
Umpqua merger proposal:

�
Standard:  Approval of the Umpqua merger proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of the votes
entitled to be cast on the proposal.

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to either submit a proxy card
or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker with
respect to the Umpqua merger proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal.

Umpqua adjournment proposal:

�
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Standard:  Approval of the Umpqua adjournment proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of shares
represented at the Umpqua special meeting.

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, or fail to instruct your bank or
broker how to vote, with respect to the Umpqua adjournment proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST"
the proposal. If you are not a "street name"
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holder and fail to either submit a proxy card entirely or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special
meeting, it will have no effect on such proposal.

Articles amendment proposal:

�
Standard:  The articles amendment proposal will be approved if the votes cast in favor of such proposal exceed the votes
cast in opposition.

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to either submit a proxy card
or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to
vote with respect to the articles amendment proposal, it will have no effect on such proposal.

Q:
What is the vote required to approve each proposal at the Sterling special meeting?

Sterling merger proposal:

�
Standard:  Approval of the Sterling merger proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of two-thirds of the votes
entitled to vote on the proposal. In connection with the merger agreement, funds associated with Warburg Pincus & Co.
(which we refer to collectively as "Warburg Pincus") and funds associated with Thomas H. Lee Partners, L.P. (which we
refer to collectively as "THL"), each of which as of the record date had the right to vote approximately 20.8% of the
outstanding shares of Sterling common stock, agreed, subject to certain exceptions, to vote their shares of Sterling common
stock in favor of the merger proposal. For further information, see "The Merger�Investor Letter Agreements."

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to either submit a proxy card
or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Sterling special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to vote
with respect to the Sterling merger proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal.

Sterling compensation proposal:

�
Standard:  The Sterling compensation proposal will be approved if the votes cast in favor of the proposal exceed the votes
cast in opposition.

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to either submit a proxy card
or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Sterling special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to vote
with respect to the Sterling compensation proposal, it will have no effect on such proposal.

Sterling adjournment proposal:

�
Standard:  Approval of the Sterling adjournment proposal requires the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of shares
represented at the Sterling special meeting.

�
Effect of abstentions and broker non-votes:  If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, or fail to instruct your bank or
broker how to vote, with respect to the Sterling adjournment proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the
proposal. If you are not a "street name" holder and fail to either submit a proxy card entirely or vote by telephone or internet
or in person at the Sterling special meeting, it will have no effect on such proposal.

Q:
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What impact will my vote on the Sterling compensation proposal have on the amounts that executive officers of Umpqua may
receive in connection with the merger?

A:
Umpqua's executive officers are not entitled to receive any compensation in connection with the merger.
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Q:
What impact will my vote have on the amounts that executive officers of Sterling may receive in connection with the merger?

A:
Certain of Sterling's executive officers are entitled, pursuant to the terms of their compensation arrangements, to receive certain
payments in connection with the merger. If the merger is completed, Sterling or Umpqua is contractually obligated to make these
payments to these executives under certain circumstances. Accordingly, even if the Sterling shareholders vote not to approve these
payments, the compensation will be payable, subject to the terms and conditions of the arrangements. Sterling is seeking your approval
of certain of these payments, on an advisory (non-binding) basis, in order to comply with the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act of 2010 and related SEC rules.

Q:
Why is my vote important?

A:
If you do not vote, it will be more difficult for Umpqua or Sterling to obtain the necessary quorum to hold their special meetings. In
addition, your failure to submit a proxy or vote by telephone or internet or in person, or failure to instruct your bank or broker how to
vote, or abstention will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" approval of the merger agreement. The merger agreement must be
approved by the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of the votes entitled to be cast by Umpqua shareholders on the merger
agreement and by the affirmative vote of holders of at least two-thirds of the votes entitled to be cast by Sterling shareholders on the
merger agreement. In addition, the articles amendment proposal will be approved only if the votes cast by Umpqua shareholders in
favor of the proposal exceed the votes cast in opposition. The Umpqua board of directors and the Sterling board of directors
unanimously, respectively, recommend that you vote "FOR" the Umpqua merger proposal and "FOR" the articles amendment
proposal, and "FOR" the Sterling merger proposal, respectively.

Q:
If my shares of common stock are held in "street name" by my bank or broker, will my bank or broker automatically vote my
shares for me?

A:
No. Your bank or broker cannot vote your shares without instructions from you. You should instruct your bank or broker how to vote
your shares in accordance with the instructions provided to you. Please check the voting form used by your bank or broker.

Q:
Are there any voting agreements in place with existing shareholders?

A:
Yes. In connection with the merger agreement, Warburg Pincus and THL, each of which as of the record date had the right to vote
approximately 12,950,796, or approximately 20.8%, of the outstanding shares of Sterling common stock, agreed, subject to certain
exceptions, to vote their shares of Sterling common stock in favor of the merger. The obligations of Warburg Pincus and the
obligations of THL terminate on the earlier of (1) the Sterling board of directors changing its recommendation regarding the merger,
(2) the Sterling special meeting (including any adjournments thereof) concluding with a vote on the Sterling merger proposal having
been taken, (3) the merger agreement being amended without Warburg Pincus' or THL's written consent, as applicable,
(4) September 11, 2014 or the effective time of the merger or (5) termination of the merger agreement in accordance with its terms.
For further information, see "The Merger�Investor Letter Agreements."

Q:
How do I vote if I own shares through the Umpqua Bank 401(k) and Profit Sharing Plan or the Umpqua Supplemental
Retirement/Deferred Compensation Plan?

A:
Umpqua Bank 401(k) and Profit Sharing Plan:    You will be given the opportunity to instruct the trustee of the Umpqua Bank 401(k)
and Profit Sharing Plan how to vote the shares that you hold in your account. To the extent that you do not timely give such
instructions, the Advisory Committee will instruct the trustee to vote all unvoted shares held in the Umpqua Bank 401(k)
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and Profit Sharing Plan in the same proportion as the shares voted pursuant to the instructions of account holders.

Umpqua Supplemental Retirement/Deferred Compensation Plan:    You will be given the opportunity to instruct the trustee of the
Umpqua Supplemental Retirement/Deferred Compensation Plan how to vote the shares that you hold in your account. To the extent
that you do not timely give such instructions, the Advisory Committee will instruct the trustee to vote all unvoted shares held in the
Umpqua Supplemental Retirement/Deferred Compensation Plan as recommended by the Umpqua board of directors.

Q:
How do I vote if I own shares through the Sterling 401(k) Plan?

A:
You will be given the opportunity to instruct the trustee of the Sterling Savings Bank Employees Savings and Investment Plan & Trust
401(k) Plan (which we refer to as the "Sterling 401(k) Plan") how to vote the shares that you hold in your account. In accordance with
the terms of the plan, if you fail to instruct the plan trustee how to vote your plan shares, the trustee will not vote your plan shares,
except as required by law.

Q:
Can I attend the meeting and vote my shares in person?

A:
Yes. All shareholders of Umpqua and Sterling, including shareholders of record and shareholders who hold their shares through banks,
brokers, nominees or any other holder of record, are invited to attend their respective meetings. Holders of record of Umpqua and
Sterling common stock can vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting and Sterling special meeting,
respectively. If you are not a shareholder of record, you must obtain a proxy card, executed in your favor, from the record holder of
your shares, such as a broker, bank or other nominee, to be able to vote in person at the meetings. If you plan to attend your meeting,
you must hold your shares in your own name or bring a copy of a bank or brokerage statement to the special meeting reflecting your
stock ownership as of the record date. In addition, you must bring a form of personal photo identification with you in order to be
admitted. Umpqua and Sterling reserve the right to refuse admittance to anyone without proper proof of share ownership or without
proper photo identification.

Q:
Can I change my vote?

A:
Umpqua shareholders:    Yes. If you are a holder of record of Umpqua common stock, you may revoke any proxy at any time before it
is voted by (1) signing and returning a proxy card with a later date, (2) delivering a written revocation letter to Umpqua's corporate
secretary, (3) attending the special meeting in person, notifying the corporate secretary and voting by ballot at the special meeting, or
(4) voting by telephone or the internet at a later time. Attendance at the special meeting by itself will not automatically revoke your
proxy. A revocation or later-dated proxy received by Umpqua after the vote will not affect the vote. Umpqua's corporate secretary's
mailing address is: Corporate Secretary, Umpqua Holdings Corporation, P.O. Box 1560, Eugene, OR 97440. If you hold your shares in
"street name" through a bank or broker, you should contact your bank or broker to revoke your proxy.

Sterling shareholders:    Yes. If you are a holder of record of Sterling common stock, you may revoke any proxy at any time before it
is voted by (1) signing and returning a proxy card with a later date, (2) delivering a written revocation letter to Sterling's corporate
secretary, (3) attending the special meeting in person, notifying the corporate secretary and voting by ballot at the special meeting, or
(4) voting by telephone or the internet at a later time. Attendance at the special meeting by itself will not automatically revoke your
proxy. A revocation or later-dated proxy received by Sterling after the vote will not affect the vote. Sterling's corporate secretary's
mailing address is: Corporate Secretary, Sterling Financial Corporation, 111 North Wall Street, Spokane,
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WA 99201. If you hold your shares in "street name" through a bank or broker, you should contact your bank or broker to revoke your
proxy.

Q:
Will Umpqua be required to submit the proposal to approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Umpqua's board
of directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its recommendation?

A:
Yes. Unless the merger agreement is terminated before the Umpqua special meeting, Umpqua is required to submit the proposal to
approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Umpqua's board of directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its
recommendation.

Q:
Will Sterling be required to submit the proposal to approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Sterling's board
of directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its recommendation?

A:
Yes. Unless the merger agreement is terminated before the Sterling special meeting, Sterling is required to submit the proposal to
approve the merger agreement to its shareholders even if Sterling's board of directors has withdrawn, modified or qualified its
recommendation.

Q:
What are the U.S. federal income tax consequences of the merger to Sterling shareholders?

A:
The merger is intended to qualify as a "reorganization" within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (the
"Code") and it is a condition to the respective obligations of Sterling and Umpqua to complete the merger that each of Sterling and
Umpqua receives a legal opinion to that effect. Accordingly, a Sterling common shareholder generally will recognize gain, but not
loss, in an amount equal to the lesser of (1) the amount of gain realized (i.e., the excess of the sum of the amount of cash and the fair
market value of the Umpqua common stock received pursuant to the merger over that holder's adjusted tax basis in its shares of
Sterling common stock surrendered) and (2) the amount of cash received pursuant to the merger. Further, a Sterling common
shareholder generally will recognize gain or loss with respect to cash received instead of fractional shares of Umpqua common stock
that the Sterling common shareholder would otherwise be entitled to receive. For further information, see "United States Federal
Income Tax Consequences of the Merger."

The U.S. federal income tax consequences described above may not apply to all holders of Sterling common stock. Your tax
consequences will depend on your individual situation. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your independent tax advisor for
a full understanding of the particular tax consequences of the merger to you.

Q:
Are Sterling shareholders entitled to dissenters' rights?

A:
Yes. Sterling shareholders who do not vote in favor of the Sterling merger proposal and follow certain procedural steps will be entitled
to dissenters' rights under chapter 23B.13 of the Washington Business Corporation Act (which we refer to as the "WBCA"), provided
they take the steps required to perfect their rights under chapter 23B.13. For further information, see "The Merger�Dissenters' Rights in
the Merger." In addition, a copy of chapter 23B.13 of the WBCA is attached as Annex G to this joint proxy statement/prospectus.

Q:
If I am a Sterling shareholder, should I send in my Sterling stock certificates now?

A:
No. Sterling shareholders SHOULD NOT send in any stock certificates now. If the merger occurs, an exchange agent will send you
instructions for exchanging Sterling stock certificates for the merger consideration under separate cover and the stock certificates
should be sent at that time in accordance with those instructions. See "The Merger Agreement�Conversion of Shares; Exchange of
Certificates."
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Q:
What should I do if I hold my shares of Sterling common stock in book-entry form?

A:
You are not required to take any special additional action to receive the merger consideration if your shares of Sterling common stock
are held in book-entry form. After the completion of the merger, shares of Sterling common stock held in book-entry form
automatically will be exchanged for the merger consideration, including shares of Umpqua common stock in book-entry form, the cash
portion of the merger consideration and any cash to be paid in exchange for fractional shares in the merger.

Q:
Whom may I contact if I cannot locate my Sterling stock certificate(s)?

A:
If you are unable to locate your original Sterling stock certificate(s), you should contact American Stock Transfer Company, Sterling's
transfer agent, at (800) 676-0791.

Q:
What should I do if I receive more than one set of voting materials?

A:
Umpqua shareholders and Sterling shareholders may receive more than one set of voting materials, including multiple copies of this
joint proxy statement/prospectus and multiple proxy cards or voting instruction cards. For example, if you hold shares of Umpqua
and/or Sterling common stock in more than one brokerage account, you will receive a separate voting instruction card for each
brokerage account in which you hold such shares. If you are a holder of record of Umpqua common stock or Sterling common stock
and your shares are registered in more than one name, you will receive more than one proxy card. In addition, if you are a holder of
both Umpqua common stock and Sterling common stock, you will receive one or more separate proxy cards or voting instruction cards
for each company. Please complete, sign, date and return each proxy card and voting instruction card that you receive or otherwise
follow the voting instructions set forth in this joint proxy statement/prospectus to ensure that you vote every share of Umpqua common
stock and/or Sterling common stock that you own.

Q:
When do you expect to complete the merger?

A:
Umpqua and Sterling expect to complete the merger in the first half of 2014. However, neither Umpqua nor Sterling can assure you of
when or if the merger will be completed. Umpqua and Sterling must first obtain the approval of Umpqua shareholders and Sterling
shareholders for the merger, as well as obtain necessary regulatory approvals and satisfy certain other closing conditions.

Q:
What happens if the merger is not completed?

A:
If the merger is not completed, holders of Sterling common stock will not receive any consideration for their shares in connection with
the merger. Instead, Sterling will remain an independent public company and its common stock will continue to be listed and traded on
the NASDAQ Capital Market. In addition, if the merger agreement is terminated in certain circumstances, a termination fee may be
required to be paid by either Umpqua or Sterling. See "The Merger Agreement�Termination Fee" beginning on page [            ] for a
discussion of the circumstances under which termination fees will be required to be paid.
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Q:
Whom should I call with questions?

A:
Umpqua shareholders:    If you have any questions concerning the merger or this joint proxy statement/prospectus, would like
additional copies of this joint proxy statement/prospectus or need help voting your shares of Umpqua common stock, please contact
Michelle Bressman, Shareholder Relations Officer at (503) 268-6675, or Umpqua's proxy solicitor, AST Phoenix Advisors, at the
following address or telephone number: 6201 15th Avenue, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, New York 11219 or (212) 493-3914.

Sterling shareholders:    If you have any questions concerning the merger or this joint proxy statement/prospectus, would like
additional copies of this joint proxy statement/prospectus or need help voting your shares of Sterling common stock, please contact
Sterling's Investor Relations Department at (509) 358-8097, or Sterling's proxy solicitor, AST Phoenix Advisors, at the following
address or phone number: 6201 15th Avenue, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, New York 11219 or (212) 493-3914.
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 SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this joint proxy statement/prospectus. It may not contain all of the information
that is important to you. We urge you to read carefully the entire joint proxy statement/prospectus, including the annexes, and the other
documents to which we refer in order to fully understand the merger. See "Where You Can Find More Information." Each item in this
summary refers to the page of this joint proxy statement/prospectus on which that subject is discussed in more detail.

 In the Merger, Sterling Common Shareholders Will Receive Cash and Shares of Umpqua Common Stock (page [      ])

        Umpqua and Sterling are proposing a strategic merger. If the merger is completed, Sterling common shareholders will receive 1.671 shares
of Umpqua common stock and $2.18 in cash, without interest, for each share of Sterling common stock they hold immediately prior to the
effective time of the merger. Umpqua will not issue any fractional shares of Umpqua common stock in the merger. Sterling shareholders who
would otherwise be entitled to a fraction of a share of Umpqua common stock upon the completion of the merger will instead receive, for the
fraction of a share, an amount in cash based on the Umpqua closing price. For example, if you hold 100 shares of Sterling common stock, you
will receive 167 shares of Umpqua common stock and a cash payment instead of the additional 0.1 shares of Umpqua common stock that you
otherwise would have received (100 shares × 1.671 = 167.1 shares) in addition to receiving $218 in cash, representing the cash portion of the
merger consideration (100 shares × $2.18 = $218).

        Umpqua common stock is listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol "UMPQ," and Sterling common stock is listed on
the NASDAQ Capital Market under the symbol "STSA." The following table shows the closing sale prices of Umpqua common stock and
Sterling common stock as reported on the NASDAQ Global Select Market and NASDAQ Capital Market, respectively, on August 30, 2013, the
last trading day before the press reported that Sterling was seeking takeover bids, September 10, 2013, the last full trading day before the public
announcement of the merger agreement, and on [                ], 2014, the last practicable trading day before the date of this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. This table also shows the implied value of the merger consideration payable for each share of Sterling common stock,
which we calculated by multiplying the closing price of Umpqua common stock on those dates by the exchange ratio of 1.671 and adding the
cash portion of the merger consideration of $2.18 per share.

Umpqua
Common Stock

Sterling
Common Stock

Implied Value of
Merger Consideration
for One Share of

Sterling
Common Stock

August 30, 2013 $ 16.24 $ 24.20 $ 29.32
September 10, 2013 $ 17.19 $ 27.14 $ 30.90
[            ], 2014 $ [          ] $ [          ] $ [          ]
        The merger agreement governs the merger. The merger agreement is included in this joint proxy statement/prospectus as Annex A. All
descriptions in this summary and elsewhere in this joint proxy statement/prospectus of the terms and conditions of the merger are qualified by
reference to the merger agreement. Please read the merger agreement carefully for a more complete understanding of the merger.
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 Umpqua's Board of Directors Unanimously Recommends that Umpqua Shareholders Vote "FOR" the Umpqua Merger Proposal and
the Other Proposals Presented at the Umpqua Special Meeting (page  [      ])

        Umpqua's board of directors has determined that the merger, the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement are in the best interests of Umpqua and its shareholders and has unanimously approved and adopted the merger agreement. Umpqua's
board of directors unanimously recommends that Umpqua shareholders vote "FOR" the Umpqua merger proposal and "FOR" the other
proposals presented at the Umpqua special meeting. For the factors considered by Umpqua's board of directors in reaching its decision to
approve and adopt the merger agreement, see "The Merger�Umpqua's Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of Umpqua's Board of
Directors."

 Sterling's Board of Directors Unanimously Recommends that Sterling Shareholders Vote "FOR" the Sterling Merger Proposal and the
Other Proposals Presented at the Sterling Special Meeting (page  [      ])

        Sterling's board of directors has determined that the merger, the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger
agreement are in the best interests of Sterling and its shareholders and has unanimously approved and adopted the merger agreement. Sterling's
board of directors unanimously recommends that Sterling shareholders vote "FOR" the Sterling merger proposal and "FOR" the other proposals
presented at the Sterling special meeting. For the factors considered by Sterling's board of directors in reaching its decision to approve and adopt
the merger agreement, see "The Merger�Sterling's Reasons for the Merger; Recommendation of Sterling's Board of Directors".

 Opinion of Sterling's Financial Advisor (page [      ] and Annex D)

Opinion of Sandler O'Neill

        In connection with its consideration of the merger, on September 11, 2013, the Sterling board of directors received from Sandler
O'Neill + Partners, L.P., Sterling's financial advisor (which we refer to as "Sandler O'Neill"), its oral opinion, which opinion was confirmed by
delivery of a written opinion, dated September 11, 2013, to the effect that, as of such date and based upon and subject to the various factors,
assumptions and limitations set forth in its opinion, the merger consideration in the merger was fair, from a financial point of view, to the
holders of Sterling common stock. The full text of Sandler O'Neill's written opinion is attached as Annex D to this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. You should read the entire opinion for a discussion of, among other things, the assumptions made, procedures followed,
matters considered and limitations on the review undertaken by Sandler O'Neill in rendering its opinion. Sandler O'Neill's written opinion is
addressed to the Sterling board of directors, is directed only to the merger consideration in the merger and does not constitute a
recommendation to any Sterling shareholder as to how such shareholder should vote with respect to the merger or any other matter.

        For further information, see "The Merger�Opinion of Sandler O'Neill."

 Opinion of Umpqua's Financial Advisor (page [      ] and Annex E)

Opinion of J.P. Morgan

        In connection with the merger, J.P. Morgan Securities LLC (which we refer to as "J.P. Morgan"), Umpqua's financial advisor, delivered to
Umpqua's board of directors a written opinion, dated September 10, 2013, as to the fairness to Umpqua, from a financial point of view and as of
the date of the opinion, of the merger consideration provided for in the merger. The full text of the written opinion, dated September 10, 2013, of
J.P. Morgan, which sets forth, among other things, the
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assumptions made, procedures followed, matters considered and limitations on the review undertaken, is attached as Annex E to this joint proxy
statement/prospectus. J.P. Morgan's written opinion is addressed to the Umpqua board of directors, is directed only to the merger
consideration in the merger and does not constitute a recommendation to any Umpqua shareholder as to how such shareholder should
vote with respect to the merger or any other matter.

        For further information, see "The Merger�Opinion of J.P. Morgan."

 What Holders of Sterling Stock Options and Restricted Stock Units Will Receive (page [      ])

        Stock Options.    At the effective time of the merger, each option to purchase shares of Sterling common stock outstanding immediately
prior to the effective time (except for certain options with an exercise price significantly in excess of the value of the merger consideration,
which Sterling will use commercially reasonable efforts to cancel prior to the effective time), will be converted into an option to purchase
Umpqua common stock on the same terms and conditions as were applicable prior to the merger (taking into account that, except for new equity
award compensation granted prior to the effective time of the merger, the consummation of the merger and its related transactions will constitute
the first trigger under equity awards that provide for "double trigger" acceleration of vesting), except that (1) the number of shares of Umpqua
common stock subject to the new option will be equal to the product of the number of shares of Sterling common stock subject to the existing
option and the ratio that expresses the merger consideration solely in shares of Umpqua common stock, with the cash portion of the merger
consideration converted into shares based on the Umpqua closing price (which we refer to as the "equity exchange ratio") (rounding fractional
shares down to the nearest whole share), and (2) the exercise price per share of Umpqua common stock under the new option will be equal to the
exercise price per share of Sterling common stock of the existing option divided by the equity exchange ratio (rounded up to the nearest whole
cent).

        Restricted Stock Units.    At the effective time of the merger, each restricted stock unit in respect of Sterling common stock outstanding
immediately prior to the effective time will be converted into a restricted stock unit with respect to a number of shares of Umpqua common
stock equal to the product of the number of shares of Sterling common stock subject to the Sterling restricted stock unit and the equity exchange
ratio, on the same terms and conditions as were applicable prior to the merger (taking into account that, except for new equity award
compensation granted prior to the effective time of the merger, the consummation of the merger and its related transactions will constitute the
first trigger under equity awards that provide for "double trigger" acceleration of vesting).

 Umpqua Will Hold its Special Meeting on February 25, 2014 (page [      ])

        The special meeting of Umpqua shareholders will be held on February 25, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. local time, at the River Place Hotel,
1510 SW Harbor Way, Portland, Oregon. At the special meeting, Umpqua shareholders will be asked to:

�
approve the Umpqua merger proposal;

�
approve the articles amendment proposal; and

�
approve the Umpqua adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.

        Only holders of record of Umpqua common stock at the close of business on January 15, 2014 will be entitled to vote at the special
meeting. Each share of Umpqua common stock is entitled to one vote on each proposal to be considered at the Umpqua special meeting. As of
the record date, there were 112,001,584 shares of Umpqua common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting. As of the record date, the
directors and executive officers of Umpqua and their affiliates beneficially owned and were entitled to vote approximately 1,213,226 shares of
Umpqua common stock representing approximately 1.1% of the shares of Umpqua common stock outstanding on that date.
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        To approve the Umpqua merger proposal, a majority of the shares of Umpqua common stock outstanding and entitled to vote thereon must
be voted in favor of such proposal. To approve the Umpqua adjournment proposal, a majority of the shares of Umpqua common stock
represented at the special meeting must be voted in favor of the proposal. The articles amendment proposal will be approved if the votes cast in
favor of the proposal at the Umpqua special meeting exceed the votes cast in opposition. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to
either submit a proxy or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to
vote with respect to the Umpqua merger proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on
your proxy card, or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to vote, with respect to the Umpqua adjournment proposal, it will have the same
effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal. If, however, you are not a "street name" holder and fail to either submit a proxy card entirely or vote
by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting, it will have no effect on such proposal. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your
proxy card, fail to either submit a proxy or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Umpqua special meeting or fail to instruct your bank
or broker how to vote with respect to the articles amendment proposal, it will have no effect on the proposal.

 Sterling Will Hold its Special Meeting on February 25, 2014 (page [      ])

        The special meeting of Sterling shareholders will be held on February 25, 2014, at 3:00 p.m. local time, at Sterling Bank, 111 North Wall
Street, Spokane, Washington 99201. At the special meeting, Sterling shareholders will be asked to:

�
approve the Sterling merger proposal;

�
approve the Sterling compensation proposal; and

�
approve the Sterling adjournment proposal, if necessary or appropriate.

        Only holders of record of Sterling common stock at the close of business on January 15, 2014 will be entitled to vote at the special meeting.
Each share of Sterling common stock is entitled to one vote on each proposal to be considered at the Sterling special meeting. As of the record
date, there were 62,363,741 shares of Sterling common stock entitled to vote at the special meeting. As of the record date, and including shares
owned by Warburg Pincus and shares owned by THL, the directors and executive officers of Sterling and their affiliates beneficially owned and
were entitled to vote approximately 26,978,796 shares of Sterling common stock representing approximately 43.3% of the shares of Sterling
common stock outstanding on that date. Warburg Pincus and THL, each of which is associated with one of Sterling's directors and as of the
record date had the right to vote approximately 12,950,796, or approximately 20.8%, of the outstanding shares of Sterling common stock, have
agreed, subject to certain exceptions, to vote their shares of Sterling common stock in favor of the Sterling merger proposal. For further
information, see "The Merger�Investor Letter Agreements."

        To approve the Sterling merger proposal, two-thirds of the shares of Sterling common stock outstanding and entitled to vote thereon must
be voted in favor of such proposal. The Sterling compensation proposal will be approved if the votes cast in favor of such proposal at the
Sterling special meeting exceed the votes cast in opposition. To approve the Sterling adjournment proposal, a majority of the shares of Sterling
common stock represented at the special meeting must be voted in favor of the proposal. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your proxy card, fail to
submit a proxy or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Sterling special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to vote
with respect to the Sterling merger proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your
proxy card, fail to submit a proxy or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Sterling special meeting or fail to instruct your bank or
broker how to vote with respect to the Sterling compensation proposal, it will have no effect on the proposal. If you mark "ABSTAIN" on your
proxy card, or fail to instruct your bank or broker how to
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vote, with respect to the Sterling adjournment proposal, it will have the same effect as a vote "AGAINST" the proposal. If, however, you are not
a "street name" holder and fail to submit a proxy card entirely or vote by telephone or internet or in person at the Sterling special meeting, it will
have no effect on such proposal.

 The Merger Will Be Tax-Free to Holders of Sterling Common Stock as to the Shares of Umpqua Common Stock They Receive (page
[      ])

        The merger is intended to qualify as a "reorganization" within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code and it is a condition to the
respective obligations of Sterling and Umpqua to complete the merger that each of Sterling and Umpqua receives a legal opinion to that effect.
Accordingly, a Sterling common shareholder generally will recognize gain, but not loss, in an amount equal to the lesser of (1) the amount of
gain realized (i.e., the excess of the sum of the amount of cash and the fair market value of the Umpqua common stock received pursuant to the
merger over that holder's adjusted tax basis in its shares of Sterling common stock surrendered) and (2) the amount of cash received pursuant to
the merger. Further, a Sterling common shareholder generally will recognize gain or loss with respect to cash received instead of fractional
shares of Umpqua common stock that the Sterling common shareholder would otherwise be entitled to receive.

        For further information, see "United States Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger."

The U.S. federal income tax consequences described above may not apply to all holders of Sterling common stock. Your tax
consequences will depend on your individual situation. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your independent tax advisor for a
full understanding of the particular tax consequences of the merger to you.

Interests of Sterling's Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger (page [      ])

        Sterling shareholders should be aware that some of Sterling's directors and executive officers have interests in the merger and have
arrangements that are different from, or in addition to, those of Sterling shareholders generally. Sterling's board of directors was aware of these
interests and considered these interests, among other matters, when making its decision to adopt the merger agreement, and in recommending
that Sterling shareholders vote in favor of approving the merger agreement.

        These interests include the following:

�
Pursuant to the merger agreement, each option to purchase shares of Sterling common stock outstanding immediately prior
to the effective time (except for certain options with an exercise price significantly in excess of the value of the merger
consideration, which Sterling will use commercially reasonable efforts to cancel prior to the effective time) will be converted
into an option to purchase Umpqua common stock and each restricted stock unit in respect of Sterling common stock will be
converted into a restricted stock unit in respect of Umpqua common stock (in each case, taking into account that, except for
new equity award compensation granted prior to the effective time of the merger, the consummation of the merger and its
related transactions will constitute the first trigger under equity awards that provide for "double trigger" acceleration of
vesting).

�
Umpqua has entered into an employment agreement with J. Gregory Seibly, to be effective as of and subject to the
occurrence of the effective time of the merger. Under the employment agreement, Mr. Seibly will receive an annual base
salary of $565,000 and be eligible for an annual target bonus of 85% of his annual base salary. In settlement of Mr. Seibly's
benefits under the Sterling Financial Corporation Change in Control Plan (the "Sterling Change in Control Plan"),
Mr. Seibly will be entitled to a cash payment within 10 days following the
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effective date of the merger of $2,129,439. In addition, upon the effective date of the merger, Mr. Seibly will receive a
retention award of restricted Umpqua common stock with a grant date value of $1,419,626, which will vest, subject to
Mr. Seibly's continued employment, upon the second anniversary of the effective date of the merger or upon any earlier
termination of employment due to death, disability, termination without cause or termination for good reason (as such terms
are defined in the employment agreement). Mr. Seibly is also eligible for a retention bonus of $452,000 if he remains
employed through the second anniversary of the effective date of the merger. The payments in settlement of benefits under
the Sterling Change in Control Plan, the retention award and the stay bonus payable to Mr. Seibly have an aggregate value of
$4,001,065. Mr. Seibly will be eligible to participate in Umpqua's employee benefit plans on the same basis as similarly
situated employees of Umpqua. The employment agreement has a term of two years.

�
Umpqua has entered into employment agreements with four additional executive officers of Sterling, to be effective as of
and subject to the occurrence of the effective time of the merger. Under the employment agreements, David S. DePillo and
Ezra A. Eckhardt will receive an annual base salary of $400,000 and be eligible for an annual target bonus of 60% of their
annual base salary and Steven D. Hauschild and Andrew J. Schultheis will receive an annual base salary of $275,000 and be
eligible for an annual target bonus of 50% of their annual base salary. In settlement of the executive officers' benefits under
the Sterling Change in Control Plan, they will be entitled to a cash payment within 10 days following the effective date of
the merger in the following amounts: Mr. DePillo $822,036; Mr. Eckhardt $1,336,505; Mr. Hauschild $530,345; and
Mr. Schultheis $579,305. In addition, upon the effective date of the merger, each executive officer will receive a retention
award of restricted Umpqua common stock with a grant date value in the following amounts: Mr. DePillo $548,024;
Mr. Eckhardt $891,003; Mr. Hauschild $353,564; and Mr. Schultheis $386,203. The retention award will vest, subject to the
executive officer's continued employment, upon the second anniversary of the effective date of the merger or upon any
earlier termination of employment due to death, disability, termination without cause or termination for good reason (as such
terms are defined in the employment agreement). Mr. Eckhardt is also eligible for a retention bonus of $320,000 if he
remains employed through the second anniversary of the effective date of the merger. Each executive officer will be eligible
to participate in Umpqua's employee benefit plans on the same basis as similarly situated employees of Umpqua. The
employment agreements have a term of two years.

�
The payments in settlement of benefits under the Sterling Change in Control Plan, the retention awards and, solely in the
case of Mr. Eckhardt, the stay bonus, payable to Messrs. DePillo, Eckhardt, Hauschild and Schultheis pursuant to the new
employment agreements with Umpqua (as described above) have an aggregate value of $5,766,985.

�
Pursuant to the new employment agreements for Messrs. Seibly, DePillo, Eckhardt, Hauschild and Schultheis described
above, if the executive officer's employment were terminated without cause or for good reason during the term of the
employment agreement, subject to the execution of a release of claims, in addition to accelerated vesting of the retention
award, he would be entitled to severance benefits in the form of continued base salary for a period equal to the greater of
(1) nine months base salary and (2) two weeks base salary per year of service with Umpqua. See the "Quantification of
Potential Payments to Sterling's Named Executive Officers in Connection with the Merger" beginning on page [    ] for a
quantification of the golden parachute compensation payable to each of Sterling's named executive officers.

�
Two Sterling executive officers, Patrick J. Rusnak and Robert G. Butterfield, are eligible for certain benefits under the
Sterling Change in Control Plan. The plan provides for benefits if the executive officer's employment is involuntarily
terminated by Sterling or if the executive officer is constructively discharged within 24 months following a transaction such
as the merger.
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Benefits under the plan are calculated based on (1) a multiple (24 months in the case of Mr. Rusnak and 18 months in the
case of Mr. Butterfield) of monthly base compensation and target bonus, (2) the cost for a specified period (18 months for
Mr. Rusnak and 18 months for Mr. Butterfield) of COBRA continuation coverage minus the then current employee portion
of premiums for the same benefit, (3) a bonus payment for the year of termination prorated through the date of termination
of employment and (4) outplacement services.

�
Under an existing letter agreement with Sterling, Leslie S. Biller, the Chairman of Sterling's board of directors, is entitled to
a cash payment and accelerated vesting of certain stock options (which, if unexercised, will be converted into options to
purchase Umpqua common stock) if he does not serve on the Umpqua board of directors following the merger. If the merger
were consummated on March 31, 2014 and Mr. Biller does not serve on the Umpqua board of directors following that date,
the cash payment would equal $375,000 and the intrinsic value of the accelerated stock options would equal $515,516 (based
on a price per share of Sterling common stock of $28.78, the average closing price of Sterling common stock on the five
days following the announcement of the merger).

�
If members of Sterling's board of directors do not serve on Umpqua's board of directors following the merger, the vesting of
restricted stock units and stock options held by such directors will accelerate. If none of the members of Sterling's board of
directors serve on Umpqua's board of directors, the aggregate value of restricted stock units and the intrinsic value of stock
options subject to accelerated vesting would equal $1,669,030 (based on a price per share of Sterling common stock of
$28.78, the average closing price of Sterling common stock on the five days following the announcement of the merger).

�
The members of Sterling's board of directors who will serve on Umpqua's board of directors have not yet been determined
by Sterling's board of directors. Such members will be selected from a list that was mutually agreed upon by Umpqua and
Sterling prior to the entry into the merger agreement. Each of these directors will receive the compensation provided to
Umpqua directors from time to time. Umpqua directors currently receive a quarterly retainer of $12,500 (which amount may
be higher for a director who serves as the chair of the board or a committee), an annual grant of restricted stock awards with
a value of approximately $15,000 (which vest on the first anniversary of the grant date, subject to continued service through
such date) and participation fees of $1,000 for each committee meeting attended. At least 70% of director compensation,
excluding the restricted stock awards, is payable in Umpqua stock.

�
Prior to the effective time of the merger, the compensation and governance committee of Sterling's board of directors may
grant (1) up to $5.7 million of equity award compensation in the ordinary course of business, consistent with past practice,
and (2) up to $2 million of equity award compensation on terms and conditions determined by Sterling's compensation and
governance committee. A substantial portion of the $2 million equity pool may be granted to Sterling's named executive
officers who will continue employment with Umpqua following the merger, with the balance granted to other key Sterling
executives who will continue employment with Umpqua following the merger. It is expected that grants with respect to both
the $5.7 million and the $2 million equity pools will be made by the Sterling compensation and governance committee prior
to the consummation of the merger. The merger shall not be considered a change in control under the terms of new equity
awards granted prior to the effective time of the merger.

        For a more complete description of these interests, see "The Merger�Interests of Sterling's Directors and Executive Officers in the Merger."
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 Sterling Shareholders Who Do Not Vote in Favor of the Merger Agreement May Be Entitled To Assert Dissenters' Rights (page [      ])

        Sterling shareholders who do not vote in favor of the approval of the merger agreement (including by failing to vote or marking
"ABSTAIN" on their proxy card) and follow certain procedural steps will be entitled to dissenters' rights under chapter 23B.13 of the WBCA,
provided they take the steps required to perfect their rights under 23B.13 of the WBCA. These procedural steps include, among others:
(1) delivering to Sterling, before the vote on the merger at the Sterling special meeting, a notice of intent to demand payment for the shares of
Sterling common stock if the merger is effected and (2) timely filing a payment demand after the merger is effected. For more information, see
"The Merger�Dissenters' Rights in the Merger."

 Conditions that Must Be Satisfied or Waived for the Merger To Occur (page [      ])

        Currently, Sterling and Umpqua expect to complete the merger in the first half of 2014. As more fully described in this joint proxy
statement/prospectus and in the merger agreement, the completion of the merger depends on a number of conditions being satisfied or, where
legally permissible, waived. These conditions include (1) approval of the Sterling merger proposal by Sterling's shareholders and approval of the
Umpqua merger proposal and the articles amendment proposal by Umpqua's shareholders, (2) authorization for listing on the NASDAQ Global
Select Market of the shares of Umpqua common stock to be issued in the merger, (3) the receipt of required regulatory approvals,
(4) effectiveness of the registration statement of which this joint proxy statement/prospectus is a part, (5) the absence of any order, injunction or
other legal restraint preventing the completion of the merger or making the completion of the merger illegal, (6) subject to the materiality
standards provided in the merger agreement, the accuracy of the representations and warranties of Umpqua and Sterling, (7) performance in all
material respects by each of Umpqua and Sterling of its obligations under the merger agreement and (8) receipt by each of Umpqua and Sterling
of an opinion from its counsel as to certain tax matters.

        Neither Sterling nor Umpqua can be certain when, or if, the conditions to the merger will be satisfied or waived, or that the merger will be
completed.

 Non-Solicitation (page [      ])

        As more fully described in this joint proxy statement/prospectus and in the merger agreement, and subject to the exceptions summarized
below, each of Sterling and Umpqua has agreed not to (1) solicit, initiate, knowingly encourage or knowingly facilitate, or take any other action
designed to facilitate, any inquiries or proposals regarding an acquisition proposal, (2) participate in any discussions or negotiations regarding an
alternative transaction or acquisition proposal or (3) enter into any agreement regarding any alternative transaction or acquisition proposal.

        However, each of Sterling or Umpqua, before shareholder approval of the merger agreement and, in the case of Umpqua, before
shareholder approval of the articles amendment, is permitted to, following receipt of an acquisition proposal that is unsolicited and that the
applicable board of directors determines is, or could reasonably be expected to result in, a superior proposal, (1) furnish information with respect
to it and its subsidiaries to the party making the acquisition proposal and its representatives and financing sources under the terms of a
confidentiality agreement no less restrictive than the one between the parties, and (2) participate in discussions and negotiations regarding the
acquisition proposal.

        Each of Sterling and Umpqua is permitted to take the actions described above only if its board of directors determines in good faith, after
receiving the advice of outside counsel, that the failure to take such action would be inconsistent with its fiduciary duties under applicable law.

18

Edgar Filing: UMPQUA HOLDINGS CORP - Form S-4/A

32



Table of Contents

        In addition, each of Sterling and Umpqua has agreed not to release any third party from, and to enforce, the confidentiality and standstill
provisions of any agreement that it is party to as of the date of the merger agreement.

 Termination of the Merger Agreement (page [      ])

        The merger agreement can be terminated at any time prior to completion of the merger in the following circumstances:

�
by mutual consent of Umpqua and Sterling, if authorized by the board of directors of each;

�
by either Umpqua or Sterling if any governmental entity that must grant a requisite regulatory approval has (1) denied
approval of any of the material transactions contemplated by the merger agreement and such denial has become final and
nonappealable or any governmental entity of competent jurisdiction has issued a final nonappealable order permanently
enjoining or otherwise prohibiting or making illegal the consummation of any of the material transactions contemplated by
the merger agreement or (2) granted the requisite regulatory approval but such approval contains or results in the imposition
of a materially burdensome regulatory condition (as later defined) with no meaningful possibility that such condition will be
revised before the first anniversary of the date of the merger agreement (which we refer to as the "termination date"), unless
the failure to obtain a requisite regulatory approval or to obtain such approval without a materially burdensome regulatory
condition is due to the failure of the party seeking to terminate the merger agreement to perform or observe its covenants and
agreements under the merger agreement;

�
by either Umpqua or Sterling if the merger has not been completed on or before the termination date, unless the failure of the
merger to be completed by such date is due to the failure of the party seeking to terminate the merger agreement to perform
or observe its covenants and agreements under the merger agreement;

�
by either Umpqua or Sterling if there is a breach of any of the covenants or agreements or any of the representations or
warranties set forth in the merger agreement on the part of the other party which either individually or in the aggregate
would constitute the failure of a closing condition of the terminating party and which is either not reasonably capable of
being cured or not cured within the earlier of the termination date or the date 30 days following written notice to the party
committing such breach (in each case, provided that the terminating party is not then in breach of any representation,
warranty, covenant or other agreement contained in the merger agreement in a manner that would constitute the failure of a
closing condition);

�
by either Umpqua or Sterling if (1) the Umpqua special meeting has concluded without the approval of the Umpqua merger
proposal and the articles amendment proposal or (2) the Sterling special meeting has concluded without the approval of the
Sterling merger proposal (in each case, provided that the terminating party has complied with its obligations with respect to
holding its special meeting and recommendation of the merger);

�
by Sterling, before approval of the Umpqua merger proposal and the articles amendment proposal, if the board of directors
of Umpqua (1) fails to recommend that Umpqua shareholders approve the Umpqua merger proposal and the articles
amendment proposal, fails to include such recommendation in this joint proxy statement/prospectus, withdraws or modifies
such recommendation in a manner adverse to Sterling or, in the case of a tender or exchange offer, fails to recommend
rejection of such offer within 10 business days after the commencement of the offer, or (2) materially breaches certain
obligations, including with respect to the non-solicitation of acquisition proposals or the calling a meeting of its shareholders
and recommending that they approve the merger agreement; or
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�
by Umpqua, before approval of the Sterling merger proposal, if the board of directors of Sterling (1) fails to recommend that
Sterling shareholders approve the Sterling merger proposal, fails to include such recommendation in this joint proxy
statement/prospectus, withdraws or modifies such recommendation in a manner adverse to Umpqua or, in the case of a
tender or exchange offer, fails to recommend rejection of such offer within 10 business days after the commencement of the
offer, or (2) materially breaches certain obligations, including with respect to the non-solicitation of acquisition proposals or
the calling a meeting of its shareholders and recommending that they approve the merger agreement.

 Termination Fee (page [      ])

        If the merger agreement is terminated under certain circumstances involving alternative acquisition proposals, including circumstances
involving changes in the recommendation of Sterling's or Umpqua's respective boards of directors, Sterling or Umpqua may be required to pay
to the other party a termination fee equal to $75 million. These termination fees could discourage other companies from seeking to acquire or
merge with Sterling or Umpqua.

 Amendment to Umpqua's Articles of Incorporation (page [      ] and Annex F)

        In connection with the merger, Umpqua's restated articles of incorporation will be amended at the effective time of the merger to increase
the number of authorized shares of no par value common stock from 200,000,000 to 400,000,000 (which we refer to as the "articles
amendment"), which is necessary for Umpqua to have enough authorized shares to issue the stock portion of the merger consideration. In
addition to being necessary for Umpqua to issue the stock portion of the merger consideration, Umpqua's board of directors chose to propose an
increase of 200,000,000 (in excess of the number required to authorize all of the shares to be issued in the merger) authorized shares to maintain
Umpqua's flexibility in responding to future business and financing needs and opportunities.

 Regulatory Approvals Required for the Merger (page [      ])

        Subject to the terms of the merger agreement, both Sterling and Umpqua have agreed to use their reasonable best efforts to obtain all
regulatory approvals necessary or advisable to complete the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement. These approvals include
approvals from, among others, the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (which we refer to as the "Federal Reserve Board"), the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (which we refer to as the "FDIC") and the Director of the Oregon Department of Consumer and Business
Services (which we refer to as the "Oregon Director"). A notification to the Washington Department of Financial Institutions (which we refer to
as the "Washington DFI") is also required. Umpqua and Sterling have filed applications and notifications to obtain the required regulatory
approvals.

        Although neither Sterling nor Umpqua knows of any reason why these regulatory approvals cannot be obtained in a timely manner, Sterling
and Umpqua cannot be certain when or if they will be obtained.

 The Rights of Sterling Shareholders Will Change as a Result of the Merger (page [      ])

        The rights of Sterling shareholders will change as a result of the merger due to differences in Umpqua's and Sterling's governing documents
and states of incorporation. The rights of Sterling shareholders are governed by Washington law and by Sterling's articles of incorporation and
bylaws, each as amended to date. Upon the completion of the merger, Sterling shareholders will become shareholders of Umpqua, as the
continuing legal entity in the merger, and the rights of Sterling shareholders will therefore be governed by Oregon law and Umpqua's articles of
incorporation and bylaws.
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        For example, members of Umpqua's board of directors are elected by a plurality of votes cast, whereas members of Sterling's board of
directors are elected if the votes cast for a nominee exceeds the votes cast against (other than in contested elections). For Umpqua's shareholders,
the Oregon Control Share Act restricts a shareholder's ability to vote shares acquired in certain transactions not approved by the Umpqua board
of directors, and no such rule exists under Washington law for Sterling. Finally, under Washington law, dissenters' rights are available to holders
of shares of public companies, such as Sterling, whereas generally under Oregon law dissenters' rights are not available to holders of shares of
public companies, such as Umpqua.

        See "Comparison of Shareholders' Rights" for a description of the material differences in shareholders' rights under each of the Umpqua
and Sterling governing documents.

 Information About the Companies (page [    ])

Umpqua Holdings Corporation

        Umpqua Holdings Corporation, an Oregon corporation, is a bank holding company with two principal operating subsidiaries, Umpqua
Bank and Umpqua Investments, Inc. With headquarters in Roseburg, Oregon, Umpqua Bank provides a wide range of banking, wealth
management, mortgage and other financial services to corporate, institutional and individual customers. Umpqua Investments is a registered
broker-dealer and investment advisor with offices in Portland, Lake Oswego, and Medford, Oregon and products and services offered through
Umpqua Bank stores. Umpqua Investments offers a full range of investment products and services including stocks, fixed income securities,
mutual funds, annuities, options, retirement planning, money management services and life insurance. At September 30, 2013, Umpqua had, on
a consolidated basis, assets of $11.6 billion, deposits of $9.1 billion and shareholders' equity of $1.7 billion.

        Umpqua's stock is traded on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol "UMPQ."

        The principal executive offices of Umpqua are located at One SW Columbia Street, Suite 1200, Portland, Oregon 97258, and its telephone
number at that location is (503) 727-4100. Additional information about Umpqua and its subsidiaries is included in documents incorporated by
reference in this joint proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information," beginning on page [    ].

Sterling Financial Corporation

        Sterling Financial Corporation, with headquarters in Spokane, Washington, is organized under the laws of Washington State as the bank
holding company for Sterling Savings Bank. Sterling Savings Bank is a Washington state-chartered commercial bank that does business as
Sterling Bank in Washington, Oregon and Idaho and as Argent Bank in California. Sterling Savings Bank offers retail and commercial banking
products and services, mortgage lending and wealth management to individuals, small businesses, commercial organizations and corporations.
At September 30, 2013, Sterling had, on a consolidated basis, assets of $10.0 billion, deposits of $6.9 billion and shareholders' equity of
$1.2 billion.

        Sterling's stock is traded on the NASDAQ Capital Market under the symbol "STSA."

        The principal executive offices of Sterling are located at 111 North Wall Street, Spokane, Washington 99201, and its telephone number at
that location is (509) 358-8097. Additional information about Sterling and its subsidiaries is included in documents incorporated by reference in
this joint proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find More Information," beginning on page [    ].
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 Litigation Relating to the Merger (page [    ])

        Sterling, its directors and Umpqua are named as defendants in three lawsuits pending in the Superior Court of Washington in and for
Spokane County, which have been consolidated under the caption In re Sterling Financial Corporation Merger Litigation, Lead
No. 13-2-03848-4. The consolidated litigation generally seeks, among other things, an injunction against consummation of the merger, rescission
of the merger if it is effected, damages in an unspecified amount, and the payment of plaintiffs' attorneys fees and costs. The defendants believe
that the lawsuits are without merit. On January 16, 2014 the parties to the consolidated litigation entered into a memorandum of understanding to
settle the consolidated litigation (such memorandum including plaintiffs' agreement to stay the consolidated litigation, except for proceedings
relating to the settlement), subject to court approval and other customary conditions, including the execution of definitive documentation.
Sterling shareholders who are members of the proposed settlement class will, at a later date, receive written notice containing the terms of the
proposed settlement and proposed release of class claims and related matters. See "The Merger�Litigation Relating to the Merger" beginning on
page [    ].

 Risk Factors (page [    ])

        You should consider all the information contained in or incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus in deciding
how to vote for the proposals presented in the joint proxy statement/prospectus. In particular, you should consider the factors described under
"Risk Factors."
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 SELECTED CONSOLIDATED HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA OF UMPQUA

        The following selected consolidated financial information for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008 through December 31, 2012 is
derived from audited consolidated financial statements of Umpqua. The consolidated financial information as of and for the nine months ended
September 30, 2013 and 2012 is derived from unaudited consolidated financial statements and, in the opinion of Umpqua's management, reflects
all adjustments, consisting only of normal recurring adjustments, necessary for a fair presentation of these data for those dates. The results of
operations for the nine months ended September 30, 2013 are not necessarily indicative of the results that may be expected for the entire fiscal
year ending December 31, 2013. You should not assume the results of operations for any past periods indicate results for any future period. You
should read this information in conjunction with Umpqua's consolidated financial statements and related notes thereto included in Umpqua's
Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2012, and in Umpqua's Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the nine
months ended September 30, 2013, which are incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find
More Information."

At or For the
Nine Months Ended

September 30, Years Ended December 31,

2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
(in thousands, except per share data)

Income Statement Financial Trends
Interest income $ 324,308 $ 343,344 $ 456,085 $ 501,753 $ 488,596 $ 423,732 $ 442,546
Interest expense 29,417 37,937 48,849 73,301 93,812 103,024 152,239

Net interest income 294,891 305,407 407,236 428,452 394,784 320,708 290,307
Provision for non-covered loan and
lease losses 12,989 16,883 21,796 46,220 113,668 209,124 107,678
(Recapture of) provision for covered
loan and lease losses (4,744) 4,302 7,405 16,141 5,151 � �
Non-interest income 94,656 89,842 136,829 84,118 75,904 73,516 107,118
Non-interest expense 262,100 261,268 357,314 338,611 311,063 267,178 215,588
Goodwill impairment � � � � � 111,952 982
Merger related expenses 7,197 338 2,338 360 6,675 273 �

Income (loss) before provision for
(benefit from) income taxes 112,005 112,458 155,212 111,238 34,131 (194,303) 73,177
Provision for (benefit from) income
taxes 38,914 38,525 53,321 36,742 5,805 (40,937) 22,133

Net income (loss) 73,091 73,933 101,891 74,496 28,326 (153,366) 51,044
Preferred stock dividends � � � � 12,192 12,866 1,620
Dividends and undistributed earnings
allocated to participating securities 576 499 682 356 67 30 154

Net earnings (loss) available to
common shareholders $ 72,515 $ 73,434 $ 101,209 $ 74,140 $ 16,067 $ (166,262) $ 49,270

Period End
Assets $ 11,569,297 $ 11,528,964 $ 11,795,443 $ 11,562,858 $ 11,668,710 $ 9,381,372 $ 8,597,550
Earning assets 10,195,187 10,265,806 10,465,505 10,263,923 10,374,131 8,344,203 7,491,498
Non-covered loans and leases(1) 7,228,904 6,248,425 6,681,080 5,888,098 5,658,987 5,999,267 6,131,374
Covered loans, net of allowance 397,083 515,045 477,078 622,451 785,898 � �
Deposits 9,067,240 9,099,929 9,379,275 9,236,690 9,433,805 7,440,434 6,588,935
Term debt 252,017 254,123 253,605 255,676 262,760 76,274 206,531
Junior subordinated debentures, at fair
value 86,718 84,538 85,081 82,905 80,688 85,666 92,520
Junior subordinated debentures, at
amortized cost 101,979 102,302 110,985 102,544 102,866 103,188 103,655
Common shareholders' equity 1,725,995 1,714,093 1,724,039 1,672,413 1,642,574 1,362,182 1,284,830
Total shareholders' equity 1,725,995 1,714,093 1,724,039 1,672,413 1,642,574 1,566,517 1,487,008
Common shares outstanding 111,929 111,915 111,890 112,165 114,537 86,786 60,146
Average
Assets $ 11,468,348 $ 11,453,844 $ 11,499,499 $ 11,600,435 $ 10,830,486 $ 8,975,178 $ 8,342,005
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Earning assets 10,201,559 10,210,094 10,252,167 10,332,242 9,567,341 7,925,014 7,215,001
Non-covered loans and leases(1) 6,883,504 6,046,101 6,153,116 5,723,771 5,783,452 6,103,666 6,118,540
Covered loans 429,909 572,481 554,078 707,026 681,569 � �
Deposits 9,038,527 9,096,862 9,124,619 9,301,978 8,607,980 7,010,739 6,459,576
Term debt 252,826 254,862 254,601 257,496 261,170 129,814 194,312
Junior subordinated debentures 189,457 185,819 187,139 184,115 184,134 190,491 226,349
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At or For the
Nine Months Ended

September 30, Years Ended December 31,

2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
(in thousands, except per share data)

Common shareholders' equity 1,727,229 1,694,706 1,701,403 1,671,893 1,589,393 1,315,953 1,254,730
Total shareholders' equity 1,727,229 1,694,706 1,701,403 1,671,893 1,657,544 1,519,119 1,281,220
Basic common shares outstanding 111,934 111,928 111,935 114,220 107,922 70,399 60,084
Diluted common shares outstanding 112,154 112,159 112,151 114,409 108,153 70,399 60,424
Per Common Share Data
Basic earnings (loss) $ 0.65 $ 0.66 $ 0.90 $ 0.65 $ 0.15 $ (2.36) $ 0.82
Diluted earnings (loss) 0.65 0.65 0.90 0.65 0.15 (2.36) 0.82
Book value 15.42 15.32 15.41 14.91 14.34 15.70 21.36
Cash dividends declared 0.45 0.25 0.34 0.24 0.20 0.20 0.62
Performance Ratios
Return on average assets(2) 0.85% 0.86% 0.88% 0.64% 0.15% -1.85% 0.59%
Return on average common shareholders'
equity(3) 5.61% 5.79% 5.95% 4.43% 1.01% -12.63% 3.93%
Efficiency ratio(4),(5) 68.52% 65.61% 65.54% 65.58% 66.90% 95.34% 54.08%
Average common shareholders' equity to
average assets 15.06% 14.80% 14.80% 14.41% 14.68% 14.66% 15.04%
Leverage ratio(6) 10.96% 11.36% 11.44% 10.91% 10.56% 12.79% 12.38%
Net interest margin (fully tax equivalent)(7) 3.91% 4.04% 4.02% 4.19% 4.17% 4.09% 4.07%
Non-interest revenue to total net revenue(8) 24.30% 22.73% 25.15% 16.41% 16.13% 18.65% 26.95%
Dividend payout ratio(9) 69.23% 37.87% 37.78% 36.92% 133.33% -8.47% 75.61%
Asset Quality
Non-covered, non-performing loans and
leases $ 44,741 $ 80,333 $ 70,968 $ 91,383 $ 145,248 $ 199,027 $ 133,366
Non-covered, non-performing assets 62,990 99,597 88,106 125,558 178,039 223,593 161,264
Allowance for non-covered loan and lease
losses 84,694 84,759 85,391 92,968 101,921 107,657 95,865
Net non-covered charge-offs 13,686 25,092 29,373 55,173 119,404 197,332 96,717
Non-covered, non-performing loans and
leases to non-covered loans and leases 0.62% 1.29% 1.06% 1.55% 2.57% 3.32% 2.18%
Non-covered, non-performing assets to
total assets 0.54% 0.86% 0.75% 1.09% 1.53% 2.38% 1.88%
Allowance for non-covered loan and lease
losses to total non-covered loans and leases 1.17% 1.36% 1.28% 1.58% 1.80% 1.79% 1.56%
Allowance for non-covered credit losses to
non-covered loans and leases 1.19% 1.40% 1.30% 1.59% 1.82% 1.81% 1.58%

(1)
Excludes loans held for sale.

(2)
Net earnings (loss) available to common shareholders divided by average assets.

(3)
Net earnings (loss) available to common shareholders divided by average common shareholders' equity.

(4)
Non-interest expense divided by the sum of net interest income (fully tax equivalent) and non-interest income.

(5)
The efficiency ratio calculation includes goodwill impairment charges of $112.0 million and $1.0 million in 2009 and 2008, respectively. Goodwill
impairment losses are a non-cash expense that have no direct effect on Umpqua's or Umpqua Bank's liquidity or capital ratios.

(6)
Tier 1 capital divided by leverage assets. Leverage assets are defined as quarterly average total assets, net of goodwill, intangibles and certain other
items as required by the Federal Reserve.

(7)
Net interest margin (fully tax equivalent) is calculated by dividing net interest income (fully tax equivalent) by average interest earnings assets.

(8)

Edgar Filing: UMPQUA HOLDINGS CORP - Form S-4/A

39



Non-interest revenue divided by the sum of non-interest revenue and net interest income

(9)
Dividends declared per common share divided by basic earnings per common share.
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 SELECTED CONSOLIDATED HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA OF STERLING

        The following selected consolidated financial information for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008 through December 31, 2012 is
derived from audited consolidated financial statements of Sterling. The consolidated financial information as of and for the nine months ended
September 30, 2013 and 2012 are derived from unaudited consolidated financial statements and, in the opinion of Sterling's management,
reflects all adjustments, consisting only of normal recurring adjustments, necessary for a fair presentation of these data for those dates. The
results of operations for the nine months ended September 30, 2013 are not necessarily indicative of the results that may be expected for the
entire year ending December 31, 2013. You should not assume the results of operations for any past periods indicate results for any future
period. You should read this information in conjunction with Sterling's consolidated financial statements and related notes thereto included in
Sterling's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2012, and in Sterling's Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the nine
months ended September 30, 2013, which are incorporated by reference into this joint proxy statement/prospectus. See "Where You Can Find
More Information."

At or For the Nine
Months Ended
September 30, Years Ended December 31,

2013 2012 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
(in thousands, except per share amounts)

Income Statement Data:
Interest income $ 281,218 $ 294,946 $ 389,200 $ 404,292 $ 445,133 $ 599,347 $ 715,062
Interest expense 41,362 66,375 84,522 109,097 161,106 255,370 355,510

Net interest income 239,856 228,571 304,678 295,195 284,027 343,977 359,552
Provision for credit losses � 10,000 10,000 30,000 250,229 681,371 333,597

Net interest income (loss) after
provision for credit losses 239,856 218,571 294,678 265,195 33,798 (337,394) 25,955
Noninterest income 111,459 123,026 154,253 126,328 136,965 123,814 91,895
Noninterest expense before
impairment charge
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