
CENTENE CORP
Form PRE 14A
February 25, 2014
UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

SCHEDULE 14A
(RULE 14a-101)
INFORMATION REQUIRED IN PROXY STATEMENT
SCHEDULE 14A INFORMATION

Proxy Statement Pursuant to Section 14(a) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (Amendment No.     )

Filed by the Registrant  x 

Filed by a Party other than the Registrant  o

Check the appropriate box:

x Preliminary Proxy Statement
o Confidential, for Use of the Commission Only (as permitted by Rule 14a-6(e)(2))
o Definitive Proxy Statement
o Definitive Additional Materials
o Soliciting Material Pursuant to §240.14a-12

CENTENE CORPORATION
(Name of Registrant as Specified In Its Charter)

Payment of Filing Fee (Check the appropriate box):

x No fee required.
o Fee computed on table below per Exchange Act Rules 14a-6(i)(1) and 0-11.

(1) Title of each class of securities to which transaction applies:

(2) Aggregate number of securities to which transaction applies:

(3) Per unit price or other underlying value of transaction computed pursuant to Exchange Act Rule 0-11 (set
forth the amount on which the filing fee is calculated and state how it was determined):

(4) Proposed maximum aggregate value of transaction:

(5) Total fee paid:

o Fee paid previously with preliminary materials.

o Check box if any part of the fee is offset as provided by Exchange Act Rule 0-11(a)(2) and identify the filing for
which the offsetting fee was paid previously. Identify the previous filing by registration statement number, or the

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

1



Form or Schedule and the date of its filing.
(1) Amount previously paid:

(2) Form, Schedule or Registration Statement No.:

(3) Filing Party:

(4) Date Filed:

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

2



PRELIMINARY COPY

Centene Corporation
Centene Plaza
7700 Forsyth Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63105

March 13, 2014 

Dear Fellow Stockholders:

Our 2014 Annual Meeting of Stockholders will be held at Centene Plaza, 7700 Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri, at 10:00 A.M., central daylight savings time, on Tuesday, April 22, 2014. Annual meetings play an
important role in maintaining communications and understanding among our management, Board of Directors and
stockholders, and I hope that you will be able to join us.

We are pleased to continue taking advantage of the Securities and Exchange Commission rule allowing companies to
furnish proxy materials to their stockholders over the Internet. We believe that this e-proxy process expedites
stockholders' receipt of proxy materials, lowers the costs and reduces the environmental impact of our annual meeting.
On or about March 13, 2014, we will begin mailing to our stockholders a proxy notice containing instructions on how
to access our Proxy Statement, Summary Annual Report and Annual Report on Form 10-K, and vote on-line.
Information concerning the matters to be considered and voted upon at the Annual Meeting is set forth in the Notice
of 2014 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and Proxy Statement. The Proxy Statement contains instructions on how you
can receive a paper copy of the Proxy Statement, Summary Annual Report and Annual Report on Form 10-K, if you
only received a proxy notice by mail.

If you are a stockholder of record you may vote by internet, telephone, mail or at the meeting. To vote by internet or
telephone, please follow the instructions on the proxy notice. To vote by mail, request a set of proxy materials as
instructed on the proxy notice. You may attend the meeting and vote in person even if you have previously voted.

If your shares are held in the name of a bank, broker or other holder of record, you will receive instructions from the
holder of record that you must follow in order for your shares to be voted.

Sincerely,

Michael F. Neidorff
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer

THE ABILITY TO HAVE YOUR VOTE COUNTED AT THE MEETING IS AN IMPORTANT
STOCKHOLDER RIGHT, AND I HOPE YOU WILL CAST YOUR VOTE IN PERSON
OR BY PROXY REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF SHARES YOU HOLD.
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PRELIMINARY COPY

CENTENE CORPORATION
CENTENE PLAZA
7700 FORSYTH BOULEVARD
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105

NOTICE OF 2014 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
Time and Date 10:00 A.M., central daylight savings time, on Tuesday, April 22, 2014

Place

Centene Plaza
7700 Forsyth Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63105
Centene Auditorium

Items of Business At the meeting, we will ask you and our other stockholders to consider and act
upon the following matters:

(1) to elect three Class I Directors to three-year terms;
(2) to approve an amendment to the Company's Certificate of Incorporation to
provide for the annual election of directors;
(3) to approve an amendment to the Company's Certificate of Incorporation to
increase the number of authorized shares of common stock;
(4) advisory resolution to approve executive compensation;
(5) to approve an amendment to the 2012 Stock Incentive Plan to increase the
number of shares of common stock reserved for issuance under the plan by
1,750,000 from 2,300,000 to 4,050,000;
(6) to ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP as our independent registered public
accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2014; and
(7) to transact any other business properly presented at the meeting.

Record Date You may vote if you were a stockholder of record at the close of business on
February 21, 2014.

Proxy Voting

It is important that your shares be represented and voted at the meeting. Whether
or not you plan to attend the meeting, please vote by internet, telephone or mail.
You may revoke your proxy at any time before its exercise at the meeting.
Please reference the proxy notice for additional information.

Stockholder List

A list of stockholders entitled to vote will be available at the meeting. In
addition, you may contact our Secretary, Keith H. Williamson, at our address as
set forth above, to make arrangements to review a copy of the stockholder list at
our offices located at 7700 Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri, before the
meeting, between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., central daylight
savings time, on any business day from April 8, 2014, up to one hour prior to
the time of the meeting.

Attending the Annual Meeting If you would like to attend the meeting, please bring evidence to the meeting
that you own common stock, such as a stock certificate, or, if your shares are
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held by a broker, bank or other nominee, please bring a recent brokerage
statement or a letter from the nominee confirming your beneficial ownership of
such shares. You must also bring a form of personal identification.

By order of the Board of Directors,
Keith H. Williamson
Secretary

St. Louis, Missouri
March 13, 2014 
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PRELIMINARY COPY
INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEETING

We have sent you a notice of this proxy statement because our Board of Directors is soliciting your proxy to vote at
our 2014 Annual Meeting of Stockholders or any adjournment or postponement of the meeting. The meeting will be
held at 10:00 A.M., central daylight savings time, on Tuesday, April 22, 2014, at Centene Plaza, 7700 Forsyth
Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri.

•THIS PROXY STATEMENT summarizes information about the proposals to be considered at the meeting and other
information you may find useful in determining how to vote.

•THE PROXY CARD is the means by which you actually authorize another person to vote your shares in accordance
with the instructions.

Our Directors, officers and employees may solicit proxies in person or by telephone, mail, electronic mail or
facsimile. We will pay the expenses of soliciting proxies, although we will not pay additional compensation to these
individuals for soliciting proxies. We will request banks, brokers and other nominees holding shares for a beneficial
owner to forward copies of the proxy materials to those beneficial owners and to request instructions for voting those
shares. We will reimburse these banks, brokers and other nominees for their related reasonable expenses. The
Company has retained Morrow & Co., LLC to assist in the solicitation of proxies at an estimated cost of $12,500, plus
expenses.

We are making this proxy statement, our 2013 Summary Annual Report to Stockholders and our Annual Report on
Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013 available to stockholders for the first time on or about March
13, 2014.

Holders of record of our common stock at the close of business on February 21, 2014 are entitled to one vote per share
on each matter properly brought before the meeting.  The proxy notice states the number of shares you are entitled to
vote.

You may vote your shares at the meeting in person or by proxy:

•

TO VOTE IN PERSON, you must attend the meeting, and then complete and submit the ballot provided at the
meeting. If your shares are held in the name of a bank, broker or other nominee holder, you will receive instructions
from the holder of record explaining how your shares may be voted. Please note that, in such an event, you must
obtain a proxy, executed in your favor, from the holder of record to be able to vote at the meeting.

•

TO VOTE BY PROXY, you must follow the instructions on the proxy notice and then vote by means of the internet,
telephone or, if you received your proxy materials by mail, mailing the proxy card in the enclosed postage-paid
envelope. Your proxy will be valid only if you vote before the meeting. By voting, you will direct the designated
persons to vote your shares at the meeting in the manner you specify. If, after requesting paper materials, you
complete the proxy card with the exception of the voting instructions, then the designated persons will vote your
shares in accordance with the instructions contained therein, and if no choice is specified, such proxies will be voted
in favor of the matters set forth in the accompanying Notice of 2014 Annual Meeting of Stockholders. If any other
business properly comes before the meeting, the designated persons will have the discretion to vote your shares as
they deem appropriate.

Even if you vote by means of the internet, telephone, or complete and return a proxy card, you may revoke it at any
time before it is exercised by taking one of the following actions:
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•send written notice to Keith H. Williamson, our Secretary, at our address as set forth in the accompanying Notice of
2014 Annual Meeting of Stockholders;
•submit a new vote by means of the mail, internet or telephone; or
•attend the meeting, notify our Secretary that you are present, and then vote by ballot.

If you would like to attend the meeting, please bring evidence to the meeting that you own common stock, such as a
stock certificate, or, if your shares are held by a broker, bank or other nominee, please bring a recent brokerage
statement or a letter from the nominee confirming your beneficial ownership of such shares. You must also bring a
form of personal identification.

1
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At the close of business on February 21, 2014, 57,616,227 shares of our common stock were outstanding, net of
treasury shares. Our By-Laws require that a majority of the shares of our common stock issued and outstanding on
that date be represented, in person or by proxy, at the meeting in order to constitute the quorum we need to transact
business. We will count abstentions and broker non-votes in determining whether a quorum exists. A broker non-vote
occurs when a nominee holding shares for a beneficial owner does not vote on a particular proposal because the
nominee does not have discretionary voting power for that particular item and has not received instructions from the
beneficial owner.

In the election of directors, the three nominees receiving the greatest number of votes cast "FOR" shall be elected as
directors. Abstentions and broker non-votes will have no effect on the voting outcome with respect to the election of
directors. The Company has adopted a majority voting policy for the election of Directors. This policy states that in an
uncontested election, any Director nominee who receives a greater number of votes “withheld” for his or her election
than “FOR” votes, the Director nominee must tender his or her resignation promptly following certification of the
stockholder vote. The Nominating and Governance Committee is required to make a recommendation to the Board of
Directors with respect to any such tendered resignation. The Board of Directors will act on the tendered resignation
within 90 days from the certification of the vote and will publicly disclose its decision, including an explanation of its
decision.

The affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares of common stock present or represented by proxy and
entitled to vote on the matter at the meeting is necessary to approve the amendment to the Company's Certificate of
Incorporation to increase the authorized number of shares of common stock, to ratify the selection of KPMG LLP as
our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2014, to approve on an
advisory non-binding basis, the Company's executive compensation and to approve an amendment to our 2012 Stock
Incentive Plan. The affirmative vote of the holders of at least 75% of the shares of common stock present or
represented by proxy and entitled to vote at an election of directors is necessary to approve the amendment to the
Certificate of Incorporation to provide for the annual election of Directors. Abstentions with respect to each of these
proposals are considered present and entitled to vote and therefore will have the same effect as a vote against the
proposal. Broker non-votes with respect to each of these proposals will not be considered as present and entitled to
vote with respect to the matter and thus will have no effect on the vote.

The approval of the amendment to the 2012 Stock Incentive Plan is subject to an additional approval requirement set
by the New York Stock Exchange (“NYSE”). The minimum vote which will constitute stockholder approval for NYSE
purposes is defined as a majority of votes cast on a proposal. Under applicable NYSE rules, broker non-votes will not
be treated as votes cast and will not have any effect on the result of the vote. Abstentions will be treated as votes cast
and will have the effect of a vote against the proposal.

Our Board of Directors is not aware of any matters that are expected to come before the meeting other than those
referred to in this proxy statement. If any other matter should properly come before the meeting, the persons appointed
as proxies by the Board of Directors intend to vote the proxies in accordance with their best judgment.

The chairperson of the meeting may refuse to allow the transaction of any business not presented beforehand, or to
acknowledge the nomination of any person not made, in compliance with the below procedures.

PROPOSAL ONE: ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Nominees and Continuing Directors

Our Certificate of Incorporation provides that the Board is to be divided into three classes serving for staggered
three-year terms. Under our by-laws, our Board of Directors has the authority to fix the number of Directors, provided
that the Board must have between five and eleven members. The first proposal on the agenda for the meeting is the
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election of three nominees to serve as Class I Directors for three-year terms beginning at the meeting and ending at
our 2017 Annual Meetings of Stockholders.

No Director, including any Director standing for election, or any associate of a Director, is a party adverse to us or any
of our subsidiaries in any material proceeding or has any material interest adverse to us or any of our subsidiaries. No
Director, including any Director standing for election, is related by blood, marriage or adoption to any other Director
or any Executive Officer.

The Board has nominated Michael F. Neidorff, Richard A. Gephardt and John R. Roberts, current Class I Directors,
for re-election to the Board. We expect that Mr. Neidorff, Mr. Gephardt and Mr. Roberts will be able to serve if
elected. If any of them are not able to serve, proxies may be voted for a substitute nominee or nominees. The Board
believes the election of

2

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

11



these three nominees is in our best interest and the best interest of our stockholders and recommends a vote “FOR” the
election of the three nominees.

Class I Directors - Standing for Election for a Term Expiring in 2017

Michael F. Neidorff. Mr. Neidorff has served as our Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer since May
2004. From May 1996 to May 2004, Mr. Neidorff served as President, Chief Executive Officer and as a member of
our Board of Directors. From 1995 to 1996, Mr. Neidorff served as a Regional Vice President of Coventry
Corporation, a publicly-traded managed care organization, and as the President and Chief Executive Officer of one of
its subsidiaries, Group Health Plan, Inc. From 1985 to 1995, Mr. Neidorff served as the President and Chief Executive
Officer of Physicians Health Plan of Greater St. Louis, a subsidiary of United Healthcare Corp., a publicly-traded
managed care organization now known as UnitedHealth Group Incorporated. Mr. Neidorff also serves as a Director of
Brown Shoe Company, Inc., a publicly-traded footwear company with global operations. Mr. Neidorff's range of
experience includes, in particular, experience as a Chief Executive Officer, as well as healthcare, investment banking
and organizational development expertise. Mr. Neidorff is 71 years old.

Richard A. Gephardt. Mr. Gephardt has been a Director since December 2006. Mr. Gephardt has served as CEO and
President of Gephardt Group, LLC, a multi-disciplined consulting firm focused on helping clients gain access to new
markets, expand competitive advantages in existing markets, manage labor negotiations, develop political strategies
and promote policy initiatives since 2005.  Mr. Gephardt served as a Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
from 1977 to 2005. Mr. Gephardt has served as a consultant to Goldman, Sachs & Co. since January 2005. He also
serves as a Director for Spirit Aerosystems, Inc., a supplier of commercial airplane assemblies and components;
CenturyLink, a communication services company; Ford Motor Company, an auto manufacturer; and US Steel
Corporation, a manufacturer of a wide variety of steel sheet, tubular and tin products, coke, and taconite pellets. He
previously served as a Director for Dana Corporation, an auto parts manufacturer and supplier. Mr. Gephardt's range
of experience includes, in particular, political and regulatory relationships as well as investment banking and
healthcare expertise. Mr. Gephardt is 73 years old.

John R. Roberts. Mr. Roberts has been a Director since March 2004. Mr. Roberts served as the Executive Director of
Civic Progress, Inc., a St. Louis civic organization, from 2001 to December 2006. Mr. Roberts is a retired Managing
Partner, Mid-South Region, Arthur Andersen LLP. He also serves as a Director and Chairman of the audit committee
of Energizer Holdings, Inc., a manufacturer of household products. He also serves as Director and former Chairman of
the audit committee of Regions Financial Corporation, a provider of banking, mortgage and insurance products. Mr.
Roberts expects to step down from his Director position at Regions Financial Corporation in April 2014 as he has
reached their mandatory retirement age. Mr. Roberts' range of experience includes, in particular, organizational
development expertise as well as experience in financial service industries and public accounting. Mr. Roberts is 72
years old.

Class II Director Continuing in Office - Term Expiring in 2015

Robert K. Ditmore. Mr. Ditmore has been a Director since 1996. Mr. Ditmore is a retired President and Chief
Operating Officer of United Healthcare Corp., a publicly traded managed care organization now known as
UnitedHealth Group Inc. Mr. Ditmore also served as a Director of UnitedHealth Group Inc. from 1985 to 1995. Mr.
Ditmore's range of experience includes, in particular, Chief Executive Officer roles and extensive healthcare and
service industry expertise. Mr. Ditmore is 79 years old.

Frederick H. Eppinger. Mr. Eppinger has been a Director since April 2006. Mr. Eppinger has served as a Director,
President and Chief Executive Officer of The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc., a holding company for a group of
insurers that offers a wide range of property and casualty products, since 2003. From 2001 to 2003, Mr. Eppinger was
Executive Vice President of Property and Casualty Field and Service Operations for The Hartford Financial Services
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Group, Inc. From 2000 to 2001, he was Executive Vice President for Channel Point, Inc. From 1985 to 2000, he was
in the financial institutions group at McKinsey & Company, an international management consulting firm, where he
was admitted as a partner in 1992. Mr. Eppinger's range of experience includes, in particular, Chief Executive Officer
roles, as well as organizational development and insurance industry expertise. Mr. Eppinger is 55 years old.

David L. Steward. Mr. Steward has been a Director since May 2003. Mr. Steward is the founder of World Wide
Technology, Inc. and has served as its Chairman since its founding in 1990. In addition, Mr. Steward has served as
Chairman of Telcobuy.com, an affiliate of World Wide Technology, Inc., since 1997. World Wide Technology, Inc.
WWT and Telcobuy.com are award-winning systems integrators that provide innovative technology products,
services and supply chain solutions to customers and suppliers around the globe. He also served as Director of First
Banks, Inc., a registered bank holding company from 2000 to 2013. Mr. Steward's range of experience includes, in
particular, Chief Executive Officer roles, political and regulatory relationships, as well as technology expertise. Mr.
Steward is 62 years old.

3
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Class III Directors Continuing in Office - Term Expiring in 2016

Orlando Ayala. Mr. Ayala has been a Director since September 2011. Mr. Ayala serves as Corporate Vice President,
Chairman, Emerging Markets and Chief Strategist, National Competitiveness for Microsoft.  Mr. Ayala joined
Microsoft in 1991 as Senior Director of the Latin America region.  For more than 30 years, Mr. Ayala has held
increasingly senior leadership roles in the technology sector.  Mr. Ayala's range of experience includes, in particular,
technology and organizational development expertise.  Mr. Ayala is 57 years old.

Pamela A. Joseph. Ms. Joseph has been a Director since September 2007. Ms. Joseph has served as Vice Chairman of
U.S. Bancorp and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Elavon, Inc. since 2004. From 2000 to 2004, Ms. Joseph
served as President and Chief Operating Officer for NOVA Information Systems, Inc. She also serves as a Director for
Paychex Inc., a payroll, human resource, and employee benefit outsourcing solution for small to medium sized
businesses. Ms. Joseph's range of experience includes, in particular, experience as a Chief Executive Officer, as well
as technology and service industry expertise. Ms. Joseph is 55 years old.

Tommy G. Thompson.  Mr. Thompson has been a Director since April 2005. Mr. Thompson served as Partner in the
law firm of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP in Washington, D.C. from March 2005 to January 2012 and as
President of Logistics Health, Inc., a provider of medical readiness and homeland security solutions from 2005 to June
2011. From March 2005 to May 2009, Mr. Thompson also worked for the consulting practice of Deloitte and Touche
USA LLP. From 2001 to January 2005, Mr. Thompson served as secretary of U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services. From 1987 to 2001, Mr. Thompson served as Governor of the State of Wisconsin. He also serves as a
Director for C.R. Bard, Inc., a designer, manufacturer, and distributor of medical, surgical, diagnostic, and patient care
devices; Cytori Therapeutics, Inc., a company that develops, manufactures, and sells a portfolio of medical products
and devices to enable the practice of regenerative medicine; TherapeuticsMD Inc., a women's healthcare product
company; Physicians Realty Trust, a healthcare real estate development company; and United Therapeutics Corp., a
biotechnology company that develops and distributes medical products.  Mr. Thompson previously served as a
Director for AGA Medical Corp., Cancer Genetics, CareView Communications, CNS Response, Picis, Inc., Pure
Bioscience, and SpectraScience Inc. Mr. Thompson has expressed his intention to the Company to reduce his
participation to a total of five boards, including Centene, by the end of 2014. Mr. Thompson's range of experience
includes, in particular, experience as a Chief Executive Officer, political and regulatory relationships and healthcare
expertise. Mr. Thompson is 72 years old. 

Corporate Governance and Risk Management

We believe that good corporate governance is important to ensure that we are managed for the long term benefit of our
stockholders. We also recognize the connection between good corporate governance and our ability to create and
sustain value for our stockholders.  We made a number of changes to our corporate governance practices during 2013,
including, among other things, enhancements to our anti-pledging policy. Our Corporate Ethics and Compliance
Program provides methods by which we further enhance operations, safeguard against fraud and abuse and help assure
that our values are reflected in everything we do. We have also reviewed and believe we are in compliance with the
provisions of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, the rules of the SEC, and the listing standards of the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE). Our Board of Directors has adopted Corporate Governance Guidelines addressing, among other
things, Director qualifications and responsibilities, responsibilities of key Board committees, Director compensation
and management succession. A current copy of the Corporate Governance Guidelines is posted on our website,
www.centene.com.

Our Board of Directors has adopted a Code of Business Conduct and Ethics which is applicable to all Directors,
Officers and employees of the Company, including the Principal Executive Officer, Principal Financial Officer and
Principal Accounting Officer. While no code of conduct can replace the thoughtful behavior of an ethical Director,
officer or employee, we believe the Code of Business Conduct and Ethics will, among other things, focus our Board
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and management on areas of ethical risk, provide guidance in recognizing and dealing with ethical issues, provide
mechanisms to report unethical conduct and generally help foster a culture of honesty and accountability. Any
amendment or waiver of the Code of Business Conduct and Ethics may only be made by the Board or a committee of
the Board. A current copy of the Code of Business Conduct and Ethics is posted on our website, www.centene.com.
Any future amendments or waivers of the Code of Business Conduct and Ethics will be promptly disclosed on our
website.

Our policy concerning pre-approval of related party transactions is incorporated in the provisions of our Code of
Business Conduct and Ethics regarding conflicts of interest. As part of our Code of Business Conduct and Ethics, our
Directors, officers and employees are responsible for disclosing any transaction or relationship that reasonably could
be expected to give rise to a conflict of interest to the Corporate Compliance Officer of the Company or the Board of
Directors, in the case of an Executive

4
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Officer or Director, who shall be responsible for determining whether such transaction or relationship constitutes a
conflict of interest.

The Board of Directors oversees the Company's enterprise-wide risk management processes, with assistance provided
by Board committees. Management executes risk management activities, which includes identifying, assessing, and
aligning actions necessary to manage risk consistent with the Company's strategy.

The oversight responsibility of the Board of Directors and its committees is enabled by quarterly risk reporting to the
Board from executive management, designed to provide visibility about the identification, assessment and
management of critical risks, including strategic, operational, financial, compensation, public policy, compliance,
regulatory, investment, information security and other risks. Furthermore, the Board of Directors and its committees
are routinely informed of emerging risks that could affect the Company's risk profile.

As noted above, the Board uses its committees to assist in its risk oversight function:

•

Our Audit Committee assists in the oversight of our financial and reporting risks, disclosure risk and procedures, code
of business conduct and ethics risks, investment, and risk assessment and management policies. The Company's
Senior Vice President of Internal Audit, who reports to the Audit Committee and Chief Executive Officer, assists the
Company in identifying and evaluating risk management controls and methodologies to address risks and provides
reports to the Audit Committee quarterly. The Audit Committee meets privately with representatives from the
Company's independent registered public accounting firm and the Company's Senior Vice President of Internal Audit.

•
Our Compensation Committee assists in the oversight of risks associated with our compensation plans and policies.
Please see the discussion in the “Compensation Discussion & Analysis,” or “CD&A,” under the heading “Risk Disclosure”
for a discussion of elements intended to mitigate excessive risk taking by our employees.

•Our Nominating and Governance Committee assists in the oversight of Board processes and corporate governance
related risk.

Compensation Committee Interlocks and Insider Participation

During fiscal year 2013, none of our executive officers served as a Director or member of the Compensation
Committee, or other committee serving an equivalent function, of any other entity that has one or more of its
executive officers serving as a member of our Board of Directors or Compensation Committee. None of the current
members of our Compensation Committee has ever been an officer or employee of Centene or any of our subsidiaries.

Related Party Transactions

None.

Director Independence

Our Board of Directors has affirmatively determined that all Directors except Michael F. Neidorff, our Chairman,
President and Chief Executive Officer, as well as all of the members of each of the Board's committees, are
independent as defined under the rules of the NYSE, including, in the case of all members of the Audit Committee,
the independence requirements contemplated by Rule 10A-3 under the Exchange Act and in the case of all members
of the Compensation Committee, the enhanced independence requirements which became effective in July 2013. In
the course of the Board's determination regarding the independence of each non-employee Director, it considered any
transactions, relationships and arrangements as required by the rules of the NYSE. In particular, with respect to each
of the most recent three completed fiscal years, the Board evaluated:
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•
Mr. Ayala's position as a Vice President of Microsoft Corporation, from whom the Company licenses certain
software, and determined that the payments made pursuant to such licenses from 2011 - 2013 were under 2% of
Microsoft's annual revenues during the respective years.

•
Ms. Joseph's position as an Executive Officer of U.S. Bank, serving as a lender under the Company's revolving credit
facility, and determined that payments to the lender from 2011 - 2013 were under 2% of the lender's annual revenues
during the respective years.

5
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•

Mr. Roberts's position as an independent director of a bank serving as a lender under the Company's revolving credit
facility and determined payments to the lender from 2011 - 2013 were under 2% of the lender's annual revenues
during the respective years. In addition, the board evaluated his position on the Board of the Missouri History
Museum and determined that contributions made by the Company from 2012 - 2013 to the Missouri History Museum
are less than 2% of the Museum’s consolidated gross revenues.

All Directors, excluding Michael F. Neidorff, have no direct or indirect material relationship with us except for their
role as a Director or stockholder. The Board also broadly considers what it deems to be all relevant facts and
circumstances in determining the independence of its members.

Board of Directors Committees

Our Board of Directors has established three committees: Audit, Compensation, and Nominating and Governance -
each of which operates under a charter that has been approved by our Board. Current copies of each committee's
charter are posted on our website, www.centene.com. Our Board of Directors has also established a Government and
Regulatory Affairs Committee, which is co-chaired by Richard A. Gephardt and Tommy G. Thompson; a Technology
Committee chaired by Orlando Ayala; and a Compliance Committee chaired by Michael Neidorff.

Board Member Board of Directors Audit
Committee

Compensation
Committee

Nominating and
Governance
Committee

Michael F. Neidorff Chairman
Orlando Ayala ü ü
Robert K. Ditmore Presiding Director Chairman ü
Fred H. Eppinger ü ü
Richard A. Gephardt ü
Pamela A. Joseph ü ü ü
John R. Roberts ü Chairman
David L. Steward ü ü Chairman
Tommy G. Thompson ü ü ü

Meetings held in 2013 18 5 5 1

All of our Directors attended 75% or more of the meetings of the Board and of any committees thereof on which they
served. Our corporate governance guidelines provide that Directors are expected to attend the 2014 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders. All Directors attended the 2013 Annual Meeting of Stockholders.

Board of Directors

Our Board of Directors has responsibility for establishing broad corporate policies and reviewing our overall
performance rather than day-to-day operations. The Board's primary responsibility is to oversee the management of
the Company and, in doing so, serve the best interests of the Company and its stockholders. The Board selects,
evaluates and provides for the succession of executive officers and, subject to stockholder election, Directors. It
reviews and approves corporate objectives and strategies, and evaluates significant policies and proposed major
commitments of corporate resources. Management keeps the Directors informed of its activities through regular
written reports and presentations at Board and committee meetings.

The Board currently combines the role of Chairman of the Board with the role of Chief Executive Officer, coupled
with a Presiding Director position to further strengthen the governance structure. The Board believes this provides an
efficient and effective leadership model for the Company. Combining the Chairman and CEO roles fosters clear
accountability, effective decision-making, and alignment on corporate strategy. The Board periodically reviews its
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leadership structure. To assure effective independent oversight, the Board has adopted a number of governance
practices, including:

•a strong, independent, clearly-defined Presiding Director role;
•executive sessions of the independent Directors in connection with every Board meeting; and
•annual performance evaluations of the Chairman and CEO by the independent Directors.

 Our Board of Directors has appointed Robert K. Ditmore “Presiding Director” to preside at all executive sessions of
“non-management” Directors, as defined under the rules of the NYSE. The Presiding Director's role includes leading the
Board's

6
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processes for selecting and evaluating the Chief Executive Officer and presiding at all meetings of the Board at which
the Chairman is not present, including executive sessions of the independent Directors.

Audit Committee

The Audit Committee's responsibilities include:

•appointing, retaining, evaluating, terminating, approving the compensation of, and assessing the independence of our
independent registered public accounting firm;

•overseeing the work of our independent registered public accounting firm, including through the receipt and
consideration of certain reports from the independent registered public accounting firm;

•reviewing and discussing with management and the independent registered public accounting firm our annual and
quarterly financial statements and related disclosures;

•monitoring our internal control over financial reporting, disclosure controls and procedures and code of business
conduct and ethics;
•overseeing our internal audit function;
•discussing our risk management policies;

•establishing policies regarding hiring employees from our independent registered public accounting firm and
procedures for the receipt and retention of accounting-related complaints and concerns;

•meeting independently with our internal auditing staff, independent registered public accounting firm and
management; and
•preparing the Audit Committee report required by SEC rules.

The Board has determined that John R. Roberts is an “audit committee financial expert” as defined in Item 407(d)(5) of
Regulation S-K and that each member of the Audit Committee is "financially literate" under the applicable NYSE
rules.

Compensation Committee

The Compensation Committee oversees our activities in the area of compensation and benefits (generally with regard
to all employees and specifically with regard to our Named Executive Officers, or NEOs, identified in the Summary
Compensation Table, as well as other officers) and reviews and makes recommendations concerning
compensation-related matters to be submitted to the Board and/or stockholders for approval. The Board has
determined that each of the members of the Compensation Committee is “independent,” as defined under the rules of the
NYSE. The Compensation Committee's responsibilities include:

•evaluating compensation policies and practices to determine if they may be influencing employees to take excessive
risks;

•annually reviewing and approving corporate goals and objectives relevant to our Chief Executive Officer's
compensation;
•reviewing and making recommendations to the Board with respect to our Chief Executive Officer's compensation;

•reviewing and approving, or making recommendations to the Board with respect to, the compensation of our other
executive officers;
•overseeing an evaluation of our senior executives;
•overseeing and administering our equity incentive plans; and
•reviewing and making recommendations to the Board with respect to Director compensation. 

Members of management assist the Compensation Committee in its responsibilities by providing recommendations for
the Compensation Committee's approval concerning the design of our compensation program for our executive
officers other than our Chief Executive Officer, including our NEOs, as well as recommended award levels. The
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design of our compensation program for our Chief Executive Officer is recommended by the Compensation
Committee and approved by the Board without any approval of the Chairman, who is the Company's Chief Executive
Officer.

The Compensation Committee considered information and data regarding executive compensation supplied by
management and by Towers Watson, a compensation and benefits consultant retained by management. In addition,
Exequity, LLC, an independent compensation consulting group, has been engaged directly by the Compensation
Committee to provide advice with respect to base salaries, bonus targets and long term incentives for our NEOs.

In 2013, the Company utilized Towers Watson to provide advice with respect to the base salaries, bonus targets and
long term incentives of our officers, including our NEOs. The consultants analyzed the compensation levels of the
NEOs of the

7
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industry peer group developed by Towers Watson for the most recently completed fiscal year. As discussed under the
CD&A, the Compensation Committee considered this information, along with a variety of other factors, in reviewing
our executive compensation in 2013.

The Compensation Committee has reviewed the independence of each of Towers Watson and Exequity in light of
SEC rules and NYSE listing standards, including the following factors: (1) other services provided to us by the
consulting firm; (2) fees paid by us as a percentage of consulting firm's total revenue; (3) policies or procedures
maintained by the consulting firm that are designed to prevent a conflict of interest; (4) any business or personal
relationships between the compensation consultant and a member of the Compensation Committee; (5) any company
stock owned by the compensation consultant; and (6) any business or personal relationships between our executive
officers and the senior advisor. The Compensation Committee discussed these considerations and concluded that the
compensation consultants' work for the committee does not raise any conflict of interest.

The Compensation Committee delegates to management the authority to grant certain stock options and restricted
stock units under the 2012 Stock Incentive Plan. Our Chief Executive Officer is authorized to issue awards (other than
to himself) of up to 30,000 shares to any newly hired executive and up to 12,000 shares to any one person during a
calendar year, and is required to report any such grants to the Compensation Committee at the following
Compensation Committee meeting. The delegation of authority may be terminated by the Compensation Committee at
any time and for any reason. All internal promotions and equity grants to a corporate officer and all offers to any
“Executive Officer” (as defined by Rule 3b-7 under the Exchange Act) require Compensation Committee approval.

Nominating and Governance Committee

The Nominating and Governance Committee's responsibilities include:

•identifying individuals qualified to become members of the Board;

•recommending to the Board the persons to be nominated for election as Directors and to each of the Board's
committees;
•reviewing and making recommendations to the Board with respect to management succession planning;

• reviewing and recommending to the Board corporate governance
principles; and

•overseeing an annual evaluation of the Board's performance.

Director Candidates

The process followed by the Nominating and Governance Committee to identify and evaluate Director candidates
includes requests to Board members and others for recommendations, meetings from time to time to evaluate
biographical information and background material relating to potential candidates and interviews of selected
candidates by members of the Nominating and Governance Committee and the Board. Upon nomination and election
of a new Director by the Board during any year, that Director will be nominated for election at the next annual
meeting.

In considering whether to recommend any particular candidate for inclusion in the Board's slate of recommended
Director nominees, the Nominating and Governance Committee will apply the criteria set forth in our Corporate
Governance Guidelines. These criteria include the candidate's integrity, business acumen, knowledge of our business
and industry, age, experience, diligence, conflicts of interest and the ability to act in the interests of all stockholders.
The Nominating and Governance Committee does not assign specific weights to particular criteria and no particular
criterion is a prerequisite for each prospective nominee. We believe that the backgrounds and qualifications of our
Directors, considered as a group, should provide a composite mix of experience, knowledge and abilities that will
allow the Board to fulfill its responsibilities.
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Board membership should reflect diversity in its broadest sense, including persons diverse in background, geography,
perspective, gender, and ethnicity. The Board is particularly interested in maintaining a mix that includes the
following backgrounds:

•Public company governance
•Healthcare
•Service and insurance industry
•Companies with revenues greater than $1 billion
•Public accounting
•Investment banking
•Financial services

8
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•Technology
•Organizational development
•Political and regulatory relationships
•Experience as a Chief Executive Officer

Stockholders may recommend individuals to the Nominating and Governance Committee for consideration as
potential Director candidates by submitting their names, together with appropriate biographical information and
background materials to Nominating and Governance Committee, c/o Corporate Secretary, Centene Corporation, 7700
Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri 63105. Assuming that appropriate biographical and background material has
been provided on a timely basis in accordance with the procedures set forth in our by-laws, the Nominating and
Governance Committee will evaluate stockholder-recommended candidates by following substantially the same
process and applying substantially the same criteria as it follows for candidates submitted by others.

Stockholders also have the right under our by-laws to directly nominate Director candidates, without any action or
recommendation on the part of the Nominating and Governance Committee or the Board, by following the procedures
set forth under “Submission of Future Stockholder Proposals” of this proxy statement.

Communicating with Independent Directors

The Board will give appropriate attention to written communications that are submitted by stockholders and other
interested parties and will respond as appropriate. The Chairman of the Nominating and Governance Committee, with
the assistance of our Chief Executive Officer, is primarily responsible for monitoring communications from
stockholders and other interested parties and for providing copies or summaries to the other Directors as he or she
considers appropriate. Under procedures approved by a majority of the independent Directors, communications are
forwarded to all Directors if they relate to important substantive matters and include suggestions or comments
considered to be important for the Directors to know.

Stockholders and interested parties who wish to send communications on any topic to the Board should address such
communications to Board of Directors c/o Corporate Secretary, Centene Corporation, 7700 Forsyth Boulevard, St.
Louis, Missouri 63105. Any stockholder or interested party who wishes to communicate directly with our Presiding
Director, or with our non-employee Directors as a group, should also follow the foregoing method.

Director Compensation

The following table summarizes the compensation of our non-employee Directors for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2013:

Name Fees Earned or
Paid in Cash ($)

Stock 
Awards ($) 1

Option
Awards ($) 1

All Other
Compensation ($) 2 Total ($)

Orlando Ayala $115,000 $181,400 $— $4,530 $300,930
Robert K. Ditmore — 341,400 — 4,530 345,930
Frederick H. Eppinger — 306,400 — 29,530 335,930
Richard A. Gephardt 115,000 181,400 — 4,530 300,930
Pamela A. Joseph — 306,400 — 4,530 310,930
John R. Roberts 30,000 306,400 — 29,530 365,930
David L. Steward — 321,400 — 29,530 350,930
Tommy G. Thompson — 321,400 — 29,530 350,930
1 The amounts reported as Stock Awards and Option Awards reflect the grant date fair value of grants made during

the current year under the 2012 Stock Incentive Plan and Non-Employee Directors Deferred Stock Compensation
Plan. Assumptions used in the calculation of this amount for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013 are included
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in footnote 16 to the Company's audited financial statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013 included
in the Company's Annual Report on Form 10-K filed with the SEC on February 21, 2014. There can be no
assurance that the grant date fair value of Stock Awards or Option Awards will ever be realized.

2

All other compensation for Mr. Eppinger, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Steward and Mr. Thompson reflects charitable
contributions of $25,000 made or pledged during 2013 under the Company's Board of Directors Charitable
Matching Gift Program. All Other Compensation also includes group excess liability insurance policy premiums
paid by the Company for all Directors.

Non-employee Directors currently receive a quarterly retainer fee of $31,250, provided that the Director elects 100%
payment pursuant to the Company's Non-Employee Directors Deferred Stock Compensation Plan to be paid in
company stock upon retirement or termination from the Board. Directors not making this election receive a quarterly
retainer fee of $25,000. In addition, the Chairman of the Audit Committee receives a quarterly retainer fee of $7,500,
the Chairman of the
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Compensation Committee received a quarterly fee of $6,250, and the Chairman of the Nominating and Governance
Committee, Government and Regulatory Affairs Committee, and Technology Committee each receives a quarterly fee
of $3,750. The Company also pays a quarterly retainer fee of $2,500 to the Presiding Director of the Board. All cash
fees are eligible for deferral under the Non-Employee Directors Deferred Stock Compensation Plan. Expense
recognized in conjunction with the deferred stock election is included in the “Stock Awards” column in the Director
Compensation Table above.

Each new non-employee Director, as of the date on which such Director is first elected to the Board, is granted an
option under our 2012 Stock Incentive Plan to purchase 10,000 shares of our common stock vesting in three equal
annual installments commencing on the first anniversary of the grant date. Additionally, as of the date of each annual
meeting of stockholders, or when first elected to the Board, each member of the Board receives a grant of 4,000
restricted shares of our common stock. The restricted shares vest at the next annual meeting of stockholders, subject to
meeting Board of Director meeting attendance conditions. In February 2014, the Board approved a reduction to any
future grants from 4,000 shares to 3,000 shares of common stock.

The Board of Directors has approved the Board of Directors Charitable Matching Gift Program. Under the program,
the Company will match a Board member's qualifying charitable donations of up to $25,000 per calendar year.
Charitable donations must be made to a qualified tax exempt U.S. organization under the Internal Revenue Code
Section 501(c)(3) and within the Company's charitable contribution guidelines. In 2013, the Company also began
providing a group excess liability insurance policy at no cost to the Directors.

The following table shows the number of shares covered by exercisable and unexercisable options and unvested
Restricted Stock Units (RSUs) held by our non-employee Directors on December 31, 2013:

Option Awards Stock Awards

Name
Number of Securities
Underlying Unexercised
Options (# Exercisable)

Number of Securities
Underlying Unexercised
Options (# Unexercisable)

Number of Shares or Units
of Stock That Have Not
Vested (#)

Orlando Ayala 6,667 3,333 4,000
Robert K. Ditmore 10,000 — 4,000
Frederick H. Eppinger 10,000 — 4,000
Richard A. Gephardt — — 4,000
Pamela A. Joseph 10,000 — 4,000
John R. Roberts 5,000 — 4,000
David L. Steward — — 4,000
Tommy G. Thompson 8,000 — 4,000

Directors are reimbursed for all reasonable expenses incurred in connection with their service. Directors who are also
our employees receive no additional compensation for serving on our Board of Directors.

PROPOSAL TWO: APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF
INCORPORATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

The approval of either Proposal Two or Proposal Three is not conditioned on the approval of the other Proposal.
Governance Considerations

The Board of Directors has evaluated the Company’s classified board structure on numerous occasions to ensure that it
is consistent with the best interests of the Company and its stockholders. The Board of Directors has consistently
determined that a classified board structure provides stability by ensuring that, at any given time, a majority of the
directors serving on the Board have substantial knowledge of the Company, its business and its strategic goals. The
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Board of Directors believes that directors who have experience with the Company and deep knowledge about its
business and affairs are best positioned to make the fundamental decisions that are key to the Company and its
stockholders.

The Board of Directors has also concluded that the classified board structure safeguards the Company against the
efforts of third parties intent on quickly taking control of, and not paying fair value for, the business and assets of the
Company. The classified board structure allows the Board the flexibility, time and leverage to evaluate takeover
proposals and negotiate with third parties in order to obtain maximum value for our stockholders.
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Nevertheless, the Board of Directors is aware that some stockholders disagree with this view. These stockholders
generally argue that having directors stand for elections annually has the potential to make directors more accountable
to stockholders. This proposal reflects the Board of Directors’ determination to respect that difference in perspective.

Proposed Amendment

If approved, the proposal would amend the Company’s Certificate of Incorporation to provide for the annual election
of all directors.

The Company’s current Certificate of Incorporation divides the Board into three classes that are elected for staggered,
three-year terms. If the proposed amendment is adopted, each director elected or appointed at or before the 2014
annual meeting would continue to serve out his or her three-year terms, but each of the directors elected by
stockholders at or after the 2015 annual meeting will be elected for a one-year term. Accordingly, if the amendment is
approved, all directors will be elected on an annual basis beginning at the 2017 annual meeting.

The text of the proposed amendment, which would replace Article FIFTH of the Company’s Certificate of
Incorporation in its entirety, is attached as Appendix A to this proxy statement.

Board Recommendation and Required Vote

For the amendment to become effective, this proposal must receive the affirmative vote of at least 75% of the
outstanding shares entitled to vote at this meeting. If the proposal is approved by the required stockholder vote, the
Board of Directors will take the necessary steps to amend the Company’s Certificate of Incorporation as set forth in
Appendix A. If the amendment does not receive this level of stockholder approval, the amendment will not be
implemented and the Company’s current classified board structure will remain in place.

The Board continues to believe that the retention of the Company’s classified board structure ensures that its directors
maintain a deep knowledge of the Company’s business and affairs and provides directors with leverage to negotiate
with third parties regarding takeover offers in order to ensure that they obtain maximum value for the Company’s
stockholders. Nevertheless, the Board recognizes that a number of significant stockholders and institutions disagree
and also believes that responsiveness to this perspective is an important matter of corporate governance. Accordingly,
after careful consideration of the issue in accordance with its fiduciary duties, the Board has determined to recommend
a vote to approve the amendment.

While the Board believes there is a strong argument to the contrary, the Board has elected to recommend that
stockholders vote “FOR” the proposed Amendment to the Certificate of Incorporation to provide for the annual election
of directors.

PROPOSAL THREE: APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPANY'S CERTIFICATE OF
INCORPORATION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF AUTHORIZED SHARES FOR COMMON STOCK
FROM 100,000,000 TO 200,000,000

The approval of either Proposal Two or Proposal Three is not conditioned on the approval of the other Proposal.
Overview

At the meeting, we will ask our stockholders to approve an amendment to our Certificate of Incorporation to increase
the number of authorized shares of common stock from 100,000,000 to 200,000,000. In addition, to effect this change,
the total number of shares of capital stock authorized in our Certificate of Incorporation would increase from
110,000,000 to 210,000,000.
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In February 2014, our board of directors voted unanimously to recommend to the stockholders that our Certificate of
Incorporation be amended to increase the number of shares of common stock authorized for issuance by 100,000,000.
Under Delaware corporate law, we are required to obtain approval from our stockholders to amend our Certificate of
Incorporation to increase the number of shares of common stock authorized for issuance.

If approved by our stockholders, the increase in authorized shares would become effective as soon as reasonably
practicable after the meeting by our filing a Certificate of Amendment of Certificate of Incorporation with the
Delaware
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Secretary of State. The text of the proposed Amendment, which would replace paragraph (a) Article FOURTH of the
Company’s Certificate of Incorporation in its entirety, is attached as Appendix B to this proxy statement.

Reasons for Proposal

Our Certificate of Incorporation currently authorizes us to issue up to 110,000,000 shares of capital stock, consisting
of 100,000,000 shares of common stock and 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock. As of February 21, 2014, we had a
total of 57,616,227 shares of common stock outstanding, and approximately 4,891,763 additional shares of common
stock reserved for issuance pursuant to our stock option plans and employee stock purchase plan. As a result, as of
February 21, 2014, we had 37,492,010 shares of common stock available for future issuance in excess of the
outstanding common stock, our future obligations to issue common stock, and other shares of common stock that we
had reserved under existing stock plans.

The Board of Directors believes that it is important to have available for issuance a number of authorized shares of
common stock that will be adequate to provide for future stock issuances to meet our obligations described above and
for our future corporate needs. The additional authorized shares would be available for issuance from time to time in
the discretion of the Board, without further stockholder action except as may be required for a particular transaction
by law or the rules and regulations of the New York Stock Exchange. The shares would be issuable for any proper
corporate purpose, including future acquisitions, capital raising transactions consisting of either equity or convertible
debt, stock dividends, stock splits, or issuances under current and future stock plans. The board believes that these
additional shares will provide us with needed flexibility to issue shares in the future without potential expense and
delay incident to obtaining stockholder approval for a particular issuance. The Board of Directors has previously
approved stock splits - in July 2003, the Board approved a 3 for 2 split and in December 2004, the Board approved a 2
for 1 split. Except to the extent of our existing obligations on the date of mailing of this proxy statement, we do not
currently have any plans, understandings or agreements for the issuance or use of the additional shares of common
stock to be approved under this proposal.

Principal Effects on Outstanding Common Stock

Holders of common stock are entitled to one vote per share on all matters submitted to a vote of our stockholders and
to receive ratably dividends, if any, as may be declared from time to time by the board of directors from funds legally
available therefore, subject to the payment of any outstanding preferential dividends declared with respect to any
preferred stock that from time to time may be outstanding. Upon our liquidation, dissolution or winding up, holders of
common stock are entitled to share ratably in any assets available for distribution to stockholders after payment of all
of our obligations, subject to the rights to receive preferential distributions of the holders of any preferred stock then
outstanding.

The proposed amendment to our Certificate of Incorporation to increase the number of shares of authorized common
stock would not affect the rights of existing holders of common stock except to the extent that future issuances of
common stock will reduce each existing stockholder’s proportionate ownership. Holders of common stock do not have
any preemptive rights to subscribe for the purchase of any shares of common stock, which means that current holders
of common stock do not have a prior right to purchase any new issue of common stock in order to maintain their
proportionate ownership.

The issuance of additional shares of common stock could have the effect of making it more difficult for a third party
to acquire, or discouraging a third party from attempting to acquire, control of Centene. We are not aware of any
attempts on the part of a third party to effect a change of control of Centene, and the amendment has been proposed
for the reasons stated above and not for any possible anti-takeover effects it may have.
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The Board of Directors believes the amendment is in our best interest and the best interest of our stockholders and
recommends that the stockholders vote “FOR” the proposal to increase the number of shares of common stock
authorized for issuance under our Certificate of Incorporation.

PROPOSAL FOUR: ADVISORY RESOLUTION TO APPROVE EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION

At our 2013 annual meeting of stockholders, our stockholders approved the Company's executive compensation.
Pursuant to Section 14A of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), we are again
holding an advisory vote on the Company's executive compensation, as described in this proxy statement (commonly
referred to as "say-on-pay"). In accordance with the results of the vote we conducted at the 2011 Annual Meeting on
the frequency of say-on-pay votes, we plan to present a say-on-pay vote every year.

We encourage stockholders to review the Compensation Discussion and Analysis included in this proxy statement.
Our executive compensation program has been designed to implement the Company's compensation philosophy of
paying for

12

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

31



performance by making decisions based on promoting the Company's corporate mission statement and creating long
term stockholder value. This philosophy is evidenced by the following:

•
We provide a significant part of executive compensation in the form of at-risk annual incentive and long term
incentive compensation; for example, we have withheld or reduced payments under our incentive programs when
corporate financial measures have not been fully achieved.

•

Our annual incentive and long term incentive opportunities are substantially based on corporate financial measures
closely correlated with achieving long term stockholder value, such as earnings per share, revenue growth targets,
pre-tax operating margins and total shareholder return. Annual and long term incentive opportunities also reflect the
impact to the current year income for new contracts awarded that drive future revenue growth and take into account
the costs associated with the contract procurements which occur prior to revenue generation.

•

We provide a mix of short term and long term and cash and non-cash compensation that we believe allows us to strike
a balance between offering competitive executive compensation packages, motivating our executives without
fostering excessive risk-taking and linking Executive Officer compensation with the creation of long term stockholder
value.

The Board of Directors strongly endorses the Company's executive compensation program and recommends that
stockholders vote in favor of the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that the stockholders approve the compensation of those NEOs listed in the Summary Compensation
Table of this proxy statement, who we refer to in this proxy statement as the NEOs, as disclosed pursuant to the
compensation disclosure rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), including the Compensation
Discussion and Analysis and the tabular and narrative disclosure included herein under “Information about Executive
Compensation”.

Because the vote is advisory, it will not be binding upon the Board of Directors or the Compensation Committee and
neither the Board of Directors nor the Compensation Committee will be required to take any action as a result of the
outcome of the vote on this proposal. The Compensation Committee monitors the results of the annual advisory
“say-on-pay” proposal and incorporates such results as one of many factors considered in connection with the discharge
of its responsibilities.

The Board recommends a vote “FOR” the approval of the compensation of the NEOs, as disclosed in this proxy
statement pursuant to the compensation disclosure rules of the SEC.

PROPOSAL FIVE: APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO THE 2012 STOCK INCENTIVE PLAN

Overview

In February 2014, our Board of Directors adopted an amendment to our 2012 Stock Incentive Plan (the "2012 Plan"),
referred to below as the 2012 Amended Plan, that would increase the number of shares of common stock available for
grant under the 2012 Plan by 1,750,000 from 2,300,000 to 4,050,000, subject to adjustment in the event of stock splits
and other similar events.

The increase in reserved shares under the 2012 Amended Plan will be effective subject to the approval of our
stockholders. For a more complete description of the 2012 Amended Plan, as proposed, please see “Summary of the
2012 Amended Plan” below and the copy of the 2012 Amended Plan, included as Appendix C to this proxy statement.
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Under our 2012 Plan, we currently are authorized to award up to an aggregate of 2,300,000 shares of common stock to
our officers, directors, employees, advisors and consultants, plus an additional 1,098,503 unused shares of common
stock converted from our 2003 Stock Incentive Plan which have been terminated, surrendered, canceled or forfeited.
As of December 31, 2013, there were 1,414,240 shares of common stock available for grant under the 2012 Plan
(including the 1,098,503 shares rolled over from the 2003 Stock Incentive Plan). If the 2012 Amended Plan is
approved, we will have approximately 3,164,240 shares available under the 2012 Plan, which the board believes will
be sufficient for a reasonable period. The closing price of our common stock on February 21, 2014 was $61.53.

We use the 2012 Plan to attract and retain talented employees in a highly competitive employment market. Our
management carefully considers all proposed grants under the 2012 Plan, and our Compensation Committee or
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer, with authority delegated from our Board of Directors, approves all
awards.
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Our Board of Directors believes that our future success depends, in large part, upon our ability to maintain a
competitive position to:
•attract new employees and executives with competitive compensation packages;
•retain our existing executives who are attractive candidates to other companies in our industries;
•motivate and recognize our high performing individuals; and
•ensure the availability of stock incentives for employees we hire as a result of acquisitions.

Accordingly, our Board of Directors believes the 2012 Amended Plan is in our best interest and the best interest of our
stockholders and recommends a vote “FOR” the Plan Amendment.  In the event the 2012 Amended Plan is not approved
at the meeting, the board will reconsider the alternatives available to help attract, retain and motivate key individuals
who are currently our employees or who become employees as the result of any future acquisitions.

Summary of the 2012 Amended Plan

The following is a brief summary of the 2012 Amended Plan, as proposed to be amended. A copy of the 2012
Amended Plan, is included as Appendix C to this proxy statement and the following summary is qualified in its
entirety by reference to Appendix C.

If approved, the 2012 Amended Plan would increase the number of shares of common stock available for grant under
the 2012 Plan by 1,750,000 from 2,300,000 to 4,050,000, subject to adjustment in the event of stock splits and other
similar events.
Types of Awards

The 2012 Amended Plan provides for the grant of:

•incentive stock options intended to qualify under Section 422 of the Internal Revenue Code;
•non-statutory stock options;
•restricted stock and restricted stock units, collectively referred to herein as restricted stock awards;
•stock appreciation rights; and
•other stock based awards.

Options.  Optionees receive the right to purchase a specified number of shares of our common stock at a specified
option price and are subject to such other terms and conditions as are specified in connection with the option
grant.  We may grant options only at an exercise price that is equal to or greater than the fair market value of our
common stock on the date of grant.  Under present law, incentive stock options and options intended to qualify as
performance-based compensation under Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code may not be granted at an
exercise price less than the fair market value of our common stock on the date of grant or less than 110% of the fair
market value in the case of incentive stock options granted to optionees holding more than 10% of the voting power of
Centene.  The 2012 Amended Plan permits the following forms of payment of the exercise price of options:

•payment by cash, check or in connection with a “cashless exercise” through a broker;
•surrender of shares of our common stock;
•any other lawful means (other than promissory notes); or
•any combination of these forms of payment.

Restricted Stock.  Awards of restricted stock entitle recipients to acquire shares of our common stock, subject to our
right to repurchase all or part of such shares from the recipient at the issue price or other stated formula or price in the
event that the conditions specified in the applicable award are not satisfied before the end of the applicable restriction
period established for such award.
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Restricted Stock Units.  Restricted stock unit awards entitle recipients to acquire shares of our common stock in the
future, and we promise to complete the issuance of stock to the recipient promptly after the award vests.  The right to
acquire the stock will be subject to terms and conditions established by the Compensation Committee and the shares
received may be subject to restrictions or repurchase.

Stock Appreciation Rights.  A stock appreciation right, or SAR, is an award entitling the holder upon exercise to
receive an amount in common stock determined in whole or in part by reference to appreciation, from and after the
date of grant, in the fair market value of a share of common stock.  SARs may be based solely on appreciation in the
fair market value of common stock or on a comparison of such appreciation with some other measure of market
growth such as appreciation in a recognized
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market index.  SARs may be issued in tandem with options or as stand-alone rights.  We may grant SARs only at an
exercise price that is equal to or greater than the fair market value of our common stock on the date of grant.

Other Stock Based Awards.  The Compensation Committee has discretion to issue other stock based awards that have
a value based on the value of shares, including but not limited to grants of stock and grants of rights to receive stock in
the future.  The terms and conditions of other stock based awards, if any, shall be determined by the Compensation
Committee.

Performance Measures

With respect to restricted stock awards, the Compensation Committee may set performance measures designed to
satisfy the requirements of Code Section 162(m) which will be set forth in the award agreement pertaining to the grant
of the award.  The time period during which the performance measures must be met is called the “performance period.”

Performance measures authorized by the 2012 Amended Plan include:

•net earnings or net income (before or after taxes);
•earnings per share;
•net sales or revenue growth;
•net operating profit (before and after taxes);
•return measures (including, but not limited to, return on assets, capital, invested capital, equity, sales, or revenue);

•cash flow (including, but not limited to, operating cash flow, free cash flow, cash flow return on equity, and cash flow
return on investment);
•earnings before or after taxes, interest, depreciation, and/or amortization;
•gross or operating margins;
•productivity ratios;
•share price (including, but not limited to, growth measures and total shareholder return);
•expense targets;
•margins;
•operating efficiency;
•market share;
•customer satisfaction;
•working capital targets; and
•economic value added (net operating profit after tax minus (the sum of capital multiplied by the cost of capital)).

The Compensation Committee may use these performance measure(s) to:

•
measure our performance, or the performance of any of our subsidiaries and/or affiliates, as a whole or measure the
performance of any of our business units, or any of the business units of our subsidiaries and/or affiliates, or any
combination thereof, as the Compensation Committee may deem appropriate;

•compare any of the foregoing performance measures to the performance of a group of comparator companies, or a
published or special index that the Compensation Committee deems appropriate; or

•compare our share price (including, but not limited to, growth measures and total shareholder return) to various stock
market indices.

Performance measures may vary from performance period to performance period and from participant to participant
and may be established on a stand-alone basis, in tandem or in the alternative.  The Compensation Committee will
have the discretion to adjust the amount payable on a corporation-wide or divisional basis or to reflect individual
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performance and/or unanticipated factors; however, awards that are designed to meet the performance-based criteria
of Code Section 162(m) may not be adjusted upward.  Shareholder approval of the 2012 Amended Plan will be
deemed to include approval of the various performance award measures identified above.

If applicable tax and/or securities laws change to permit Compensation Committee discretion to alter the governing
performance measures without obtaining stockholder approval of such changes, then the Compensation Committee, in
its sole discretion, may make such changes without obtaining shareholder approval, provided the exercise of such
discretion does not violate Code Section 409A.  In addition, if the Compensation Committee determines that it is
advisable to grant awards that will not meet the performance-based criteria, then the Compensation Committee may
make such grants without satisfying the requirements of Code Section 162(m).
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Eligibility to Receive Awards

Our employees, officers, directors, consultants and advisors are eligible to be granted awards under the 2012
Amended Plan.  Under present law, however, incentive stock options may only be granted to employees of Centene or
any of our subsidiaries.  The maximum number of shares with respect to which awards may be granted, including
options and stock appreciation rights, to any participant under the 2012 Amended Plan may not exceed 500,000 in any
calendar year.

Plan Benefits

As of February 21, 2014, approximately 9,100 of our employees and directors were eligible to receive awards under
the 2012 Amended Plan, including our twelve executive officers and eight non-employee directors.

The granting of awards under the 2012 Amended Plan is discretionary, and we cannot now determine the number or
type of awards to be granted in the future to any particular person or group.  Such awards will be granted at the
discretion of our Compensation Committee or, in the event they have delegated this authority, their
delegate.  Therefore, it is not possible to determine the amount or form of any award that will be granted to any
individual in the future.

Administration

Our Compensation Committee will administer the 2012 Amended Plan.  The Compensation Committee will have the
authority to grant awards and adopt, amend and repeal the administrative rules, guidelines and practices relating to the
2012 Amended Plan and to interpret the provisions of the 2012 Amended Plan.  Pursuant to the terms of the 2012
Amended Plan, the Compensation Committee may delegate authority under the 2012 Amended Plan to one or more
committees or subcommittees of the board or one or more of our executive officers, provided that the board fixes the
terms of the awards and the maximum number of shares that any executive officer may grant.  Discretionary awards to
independent directors may only be recommended by a committee comprised solely of independent directors, and
awards made to the CEO must be approved only by a majority of the  independent directors of the board.

Subject to any applicable limitations contained in the 2012 Amended Plan, the Compensation Committee or any
committee to which the Compensation Committee delegates authority, as the case may be, will select the recipients of
awards and determine:

•the number of shares of our common stock covered by options and the dates upon which such options become
exercisable;
•the exercise price of options;
•the duration of options; and

•
the number of shares of our common stock subject to any restricted stock or other stock-based awards and the terms
and conditions of such awards, including conditions for repurchase, issue price and repurchase price, subject to the
restriction on re-pricing described below.

No award to an employee may become exercisable in increments greater than one-third of the total award in any
period of twelve consecutive months.  The Compensation Committee is required to make appropriate adjustments in
connection with the 2012 Amended Plan and any outstanding awards to reflect stock splits, stock dividends,
recapitalizations, spin-offs and other similar changes in capitalization.

Unless such action is approved by our stockholders:
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•no outstanding award granted under the 2012 Amended Plan may be amended to provide for an exercise price per
share that is less than the then-existing exercise price per share of such outstanding award;

•

the Compensation Committee may not cancel any outstanding award (whether or not granted under the 2012
Amended Plan) and grant in substitution therefore new awards under the 2012 Amended Plan covering the same or a
different number of shares and having an exercise price per share less than the then-existing exercise price per share
of the cancelled award; and

•no outstanding award granted under the 2012 Amended Plan may be repurchased by the Company at a price greater
than the current fair market value of the outstanding award.
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If any shares subject to award under the 2003 Plan expires or is terminated, surrendered, canceled or forfeited, the
unused shares of our common stock covered by such award will again be available for grant under the 2012 Amended
Plan, subject, however, in the case of incentive stock options, to any limitations under the Internal Revenue
Code.  Shares of common stock covered by SARs are counted against the number of shares available for future grant
under the 2012 Amended Plan and shares of common stock tendered to purchase shares of common stock upon the
exercise of any award or satisfy tax withholding obligations are not added back to the number of shares available for
future grant under the 2012 Amended Plan.

Transferability

Transfers of awards under the 2012 Amended Plan will be limited to transfers pursuant to qualified domestic relations
orders and gratuitous transfers for the benefit of immediate family members, family trusts or family partnerships.

Amendment or Termination

No award may be made under the 2012 Amended Plan after April 24, 2022, but awards previously granted may
extend beyond that date.  The Compensation Committee may at any time amend, suspend or terminate the 2012
Amended Plan, except that:

•all material revisions (as defined by the applicable rules of the New York Stock Exchange) to the 2012 Amended Plan
shall be subject to stockholder approval; and

•
no award designated as subject to Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code by the board after the date of such
amendment shall become exercisable, realizable or vested (to the extent such amendment was required to grant such
award) unless and until such amendment shall have been approved by our stockholders.

U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences

The following is a summary of the United States federal income tax consequences that generally will arise with
respect to awards granted under the 2012 Amended Plan and with respect to the sale of common stock acquired under
the 2012 Amended Plan.  A participant will be subject to applicable statutory tax withholding by the Company. This
summary is based on the federal tax laws in effect as of the date of this proxy statement.  Changes to these laws could
alter the tax consequences described below.  This summary is not intended to be a complete discussion of all the
federal income tax consequences associated with the 2012 Amended Plan.  Accordingly, for precise advice as to any
specific transaction or set of circumstances, participants should consult with their own tax and legal
advisors.  Participants should also consult with their own tax and legal advisors regarding the application of any state,
local and foreign taxes and any federal gift, estate and inheritance taxes.

Incentive Stock Options.  In general, a participant will not recognize taxable income upon the grant or exercise of an
incentive stock option, provided the participant is an employee on the date of exercise or his or her last day of
employment was no more than three months before the date of exercise.  Instead, a participant will recognize taxable
income with respect to an incentive stock option only upon the sale of common stock acquired through the exercise of
the option, referred to below as ISO Stock.  The exercise of an incentive stock option, however, may subject the
participant to the alternative minimum tax.

Generally, the tax consequences of selling ISO Stock will vary depending on the date on which it is sold.  If the
participant sells ISO Stock more than two years from the date the option was granted and more than one year from the
date the option was exercised, then the participant will recognize long-term capital gain in an amount equal to the
excess of the sale price of the ISO Stock over the exercise price.
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If the participant sells ISO Stock before satisfying the above waiting periods, called a disqualifying disposition, then
all or a portion of the gain recognized by the participant will be ordinary compensation income and the remaining
gain, if any, will be a capital gain.  The amount of the ordinary gain will be:  (1) the lesser of (a) the amount realized
on the disposition of the shares or (b) the fair market value of the shares on the date of exercise; minus (2) the exercise
price of the stock.  The amount of capital gain will be the amount not already realized as ordinary gain that the
participant realizes upon disposition of the shares that exceeds the fair market value of those shares on the date the
participant exercised the option.  This capital gain will be a long-term capital gain if the participant has held the ISO
Stock for more than one year before the date of sale.

If a participant sells ISO Stock for less than the exercise price, then the participant will recognize capital loss in an
amount equal to the excess of the exercise price over the sale price of the ISO Stock.  This capital loss will be a
long-term capital loss if the participant has held the ISO Stock for more than one year before the date of sale.
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Non-Statutory Stock Options.  As in the case of an incentive stock option, a participant will not recognize taxable
income upon the grant of a non-statutory stock option.  Unlike the case of an incentive stock option, however, a
participant who exercises a non-statutory stock option generally will recognize ordinary compensation income in an
amount equal to the excess of the fair market value of the common stock acquired through the exercise of the option,
referred to below as NSO Stock, on the exercise date over the exercise price.

With respect to any NSO Stock, a participant will have a tax basis equal to the exercise price plus any income
recognized upon the exercise of the option.  Upon selling NSO Stock, a participant generally will recognize capital
gain or loss in an amount equal to the difference between the sale price of the NSO Stock and the participant's tax
basis in the NSO Stock.  This capital gain or loss will be a long-term gain or loss if the participant has held the NSO
Stock for more than one year before the date of the sale.

Early-Exercise Alternative.  The Compensation Committee may permit a participant to exercise the unvested portion
of an option, subject to our right to repurchase the unvested shares.  In general, a participant who exercises the
unvested portion of an option and then makes a valid election under Section 83(b) of the Internal Revenue Code
within 30 days of the exercise date should be taxed as if the underlying shares were vested shares with the
consequences described above under “Incentive Stock Options” or “Non-Statutory Stock Options” (whichever is
applicable).  A participant who exercises the unvested portion of an option and does not make a valid Section 83(b)
election within 30 days of the exercise date generally will be treated as having exercised the option to the extent that
our repurchase right lapses with respect to the underlying shares.  Otherwise, the participant will be taxed as described
above under “Incentive Stock Options” or “Non-Statutory Stock Options,” whichever is applicable.

Restricted Stock.  A participant will not recognize taxable income upon the grant of an award of restricted stock
unless the participant makes a Section 83(b) election.  If the participant makes a valid Section 83(b) election within 30
days of the date of the grant, then the participant will recognize ordinary compensation income, for the year in which
the award is granted, in an amount equal to the difference between the fair market value of our common stock at the
time the award is granted and the purchase price paid for the common stock.  If a valid Section 83(b) election is not
made, then the participant will recognize ordinary compensation income, at the time that the forfeiture provisions or
restrictions on transfer lapse, in an amount equal to the difference between the fair market value of our common stock
at the time of such lapse and the original purchase price paid for the common stock.  The participant will have a tax
basis in the common stock acquired equal to the sum of the price paid and the amount of ordinary compensation
income recognized.

Upon the disposition of the common stock acquired pursuant to an award of restricted stock, the participant will
recognize a capital gain or loss equal to the difference between the sale price of the common stock and the
participant's tax basis in the common stock.  This capital gain or loss will be a long-term capital gain or loss if the
shares are held for more than one year from the earlier of the date that the participant made a Section 83(b) election or
the forfeiture provisions and restrictions on transfer lapsed.

Restricted Stock Units. A participant will not have income upon the grant of a restricted stock unit. A participant will
have compensation income in the amount of any cash delivered and the fair market value of any common stock
delivered in payment of an amount due under the restricted stock unit. When stock distributed in settlement of a
restricted stock unit is sold, the participant will have capital gain or loss equal to the sales proceeds less the value of
the stock on the date the award was settled. Any capital gain or loss will be long-term if the participant held the stock
for more than one year, and otherwise will be short-term.
Stock Appreciation Rights (SAR).  A participant will not have income upon the grant of a SAR.  A participant will
have compensation income upon the exercise of a SAR equal to the appreciation in the value of the stock underlying
the SAR.  When the stock distributed in settlement of the SAR is sold, the participant will have capital gain or loss
equal to the sales proceeds less the value of the stock on the date of exercise.  Any capital gain or loss will be
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long-term if the participant held the stock for more than one year, and otherwise will be short-term.

Other Stock Based Award. The tax consequences associated with any other stock based award will vary depending on
the specific terms of the award, including whether the award has a readily ascertainable fair market value, whether or
not the award is subject to forfeiture provisions or restrictions on transfer, any applicable holding period and the
participant’s tax basis.
Section 409A.  Acceleration of income inclusion, additional taxes and interest apply to nonqualified deferred
compensation that is not compliant with Section 409A of the Internal Revenue Code.  To be compliant with Section
409A, rules with respect to the terms of awards, timing of elections to defer compensation, distribution events and
funding must all be satisfied.  Most
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awards under the 2012 Amended Plan are exempt from the Section 409A rules.  However, with respect to those
awards under the 2012 Amended Plan which could be subject to the Section 409A rules, the 2012 Amended Plan
includes provisions which are intended to prevent awards under the Plan from triggering the adverse tax consequences
applicable to deferred compensation under Section 409A.

Section 280G and Section 4999 of the Internal Revenue Code. Under Section 280G of the Code and Section 4999 of
the Code, the Company is prohibited from deducting any “excess parachute payment” to an individual, and the
individual must pay a 20% excise tax on any “excess parachute payment.” An individual’s “parachute payments” which
exceed his or her average annual compensation will generally be treated as “excess parachute payments” if the present
value of such payments equals or exceeds three times the individual’s average annual compensation. A payment
generally may be considered a “parachute payment” if it is contingent on a change in control of the Company.
 Tax Consequences to Centene

The grant of an award under the 2012 Amended Plan generally will have no tax consequences to us.  Moreover, in
general, neither the exercise of an incentive stock option nor the sale of any common stock acquired under the 2012
Amended Plan will have any tax consequences to us.  We generally will be entitled to a business-expense deduction,
however, with respect to any ordinary compensation income recognized by a participant under the 2012 Amended
Plan, including in connection with a restricted stock award or SAR or as a result of the exercise of a non-statutory
stock option or a disqualifying disposition.  Tax deduction of compensation is generally subject to the limits of
Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Section 162(m)(6), which was enacted as part of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), amended the Code to limit the amount that certain healthcare insurers and
providers, including the Company, may deduct for compensation to any employee in excess of $500,000 for a tax year
beginning after December 31, 2012. This new legislation does not create any exceptions for performance-based
compensation. 

PROPOSAL SIX: RATIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTING FIRM

KPMG LLP audited our financial statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013. The Audit Committee has
selected KPMG LLP to serve as our independent registered public accounting firm for the current fiscal year, and we
are asking stockholders to ratify this appointment. Stockholder ratification of this selection is not required by our
by-laws or other applicable legal requirements. Our Board of Directors is, however, submitting the selection of KPMG
LLP to stockholders for ratification as a matter of good corporate practice. In the event that stockholders fail to ratify
the selection, the Audit Committee will consider whether or not to retain that firm. Even if the selection is ratified, the
Audit Committee, in its discretion, may direct the appointment of a different independent registered public accounting
firm at any time during the year if the Audit Committee believes that a change would be in our and our stockholders'
best interest.

KPMG LLP has served as our independent registered public accounting firm since June 2005. We expect that
representatives of KPMG LLP will be present at our Annual Meeting of Stockholders to answer appropriate questions.
They will have the opportunity to make a statement if they desire to do so.

The affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares present or represented by proxy and entitled to vote at
the meeting is being sought to ratify the selection of KPMG LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm
for the current fiscal year. The Board recommends that stockholders vote “FOR” the ratification of the selection of
KPMG LLP to serve as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31,
2014.

The following table discloses the aggregate fees billed in 2013 and 2012 by KPMG LLP, our independent registered
public accounting firm ($ in thousands):
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KPMG
2013 2012

Audit Fees $2,653 $2,074
Audit-Related Fees 190 190
Tax Fees — —
All Other Fees 85 —

Audit-related fees in 2013 and 2012 consist primarily of fees for operational control reviews.
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The Audit Committee has adopted policies and procedures relating to the approval of all audit and non-audit services
that are to be performed by our independent registered public accounting firm. This policy generally provides that the
Company will not engage its independent registered public accounting firm to render audit or non-audit services
unless the service is specifically approved in advance by the Audit Committee or the engagement is entered into
pursuant to one of the pre-approval procedures described below.

From time to time, the Audit Committee may pre-approve specified types of services that are expected to be provided
to the Company by its independent registered public accounting firm during the next 12 months. Any such
pre-approval is detailed as to the particular service or type of services to be provided and is also generally subject to a
maximum dollar amount.

The Audit Committee has also delegated to the Chairman of the Audit Committee the authority to approve audit or
non-audit services to be provided to the Company by its independent registered public accounting firm. Any approval
of services by the Chairman of the Audit Committee pursuant to this delegated authority is reported on at the next
meeting of the Audit Committee. All audit-related fees and tax fees for 2013 and 2012 were pre-approved by the
Audit Committee or the Audit Committee Chairman, and no fees were paid under the de minimis exception to the
audit committee pre-approval requirements.

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT

Management is responsible for the preparation of Centene's consolidated financial statements and for establishing and
maintaining an adequate system of disclosure controls and procedures and internal control over financial reporting for
that purpose. KPMG LLP, as independent registered public accountants for Centene, is responsible for performing an
independent audit of our consolidated financial statements and of the Company's internal control over financial
reporting and issuing two reports thereon, in accordance with standards established by the Public Company
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB). The Audit Committee's responsibility is to monitor and provide independent,
objective oversight of these processes. The Audit Committee has implemented procedures to ensure that during the
course of each fiscal year it devotes the attention it deems necessary and appropriate to each of the matters assigned to
it under its charter.

The Audit Committee met and held discussions with management and the independent registered public accountants
to review and discuss all financial statements included in public filings during the fiscal year ended December 31,
2013 before their issuance and to discuss significant accounting issues and the Company's internal control over
financial reporting. Management represented to the Audit Committee that the consolidated financial statements were
prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and that there were no material weaknesses in
its internal control over financial reporting. The Audit Committee has discussed with the independent registered
public accountants the matters required to be discussed by PCAOB Auditing Standard No. 16, Communication with
Audit Committees.

KPMG LLP also provided the Audit Committee with the written disclosures and the letter required by applicable
requirements of the PCAOB regarding the independent accountant's communications with the Audit Committee
concerning independence which requires auditors, among other things, annually to:

•disclose in writing all relationships that in the auditor's professional opinion may reasonably be thought to bear on
independence;
•confirm their perceived independence; and
•engage in a discussion of independence.

The Audit Committee has discussed with KPMG LLP their independence with respect to Centene, including a review
of audit and non-audit fees and services and concluded that KPMG LLP is independent.
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Based on its discussions with management and KPMG LLP and its review of the representations and information
provided by management and KPMG LLP, the Audit Committee recommended to the Board that the audited
consolidated financial statements be included in Centene's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended
December 31, 2013.

AUDIT COMMITTEE

John R. Roberts, Chair
Frederick H. Eppinger
Pamela A. Joseph
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INFORMATION ABOUT EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION

Compensation Committee Report

The Compensation Committee has reviewed and discussed the “Compensation Discussion and Analysis” with the
Company's management. Based on such review and discussions, the Compensation Committee recommended to the
Board of Directors that the “Compensation Discussion and Analysis” be included in this proxy statement and our annual
report on Form 10-K.

COMPENSATION COMMITTEE

Robert K. Ditmore, Chair
Orlando Ayala
Pamela A. Joseph
David L. Steward
Tommy G. Thompson

Compensation Discussion and Analysis (CD&A)

This CD&A describes the principles, objectives, and compensation policies and arrangements of our executive
compensation program which is generally applicable to each of our senior officers. This CD&A focuses primarily on
our Chairman & CEO and the other executive officers included in the Summary Compensation Table, whom we
collectively refer to in this proxy as our NEOs. For 2013, our NEOs were:

•Michael F. Neidorff, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer
•William N. Scheffel, Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
•Jesse N. Hunter, Executive Vice President, Chief Business Development Officer
•K. Rone Baldwin, Executive Vice President, Insurance Group Business Unit
•Carol E. Goldman, Executive Vice President, Chief Administrative Officer
2013 Financial Performance
•Total Shareholder Return (TSR) of 44%.

•Year-end at-risk managed care membership from continuing operations of 2,723,200, an increase of 298,700
members, or 12.3% year over year.
•Premium and service revenues from continuing operations of $10.5 billion, representing 37.0% growth year over year.
•Health Benefits Ratio from continuing operations of 88.6%, compared to 89.6% in 2012.
•Total operating cash flows of $382.5 million compared to $278.7 million in 2012.
•Diluted net earnings per share (EPS) from continuing operations of $2.87 compared to $1.65 per share in 2012.

•Improved to #303 in FORTUNE Magazine's annual ranking of America's largest corporations by revenue, up 150
places from the 2012 ranking.
•Increased market capitalization to $3.3 billion, compared to $2.1 billion in 2012.
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Company's Compensation Philosophy

Our overall compensation philosophy is to pay for performance. Compensation decisions are based on rewarding what
promotes our corporate mission statement and creates long term stockholder value while using specific metrics that
promote our pay for performance culture.

2013 Base Salaries

The NEOs were paid competitive base salaries determined by the evaluation of multiple factors: business results for
the prior year, individual performance, as well as the market value for each specific job. Since Centene is a pay for
performance Company, only 8% of the Chief Executive Officer’s and, on average, 21% of the other NEOs
compensation is fixed.

2013 Annual Cash Incentives

Annual incentive bonuses are based on the Company meeting a specific EPS objective and are not paid in the event
that such objective is not met. In 2012, the Company did not reach its target EPS objective and, accordingly, no
annual bonuses were paid. Based on the Company reaching diluted EPS from continuing operations of $2.87 in 2013,
the Compensation Committee determined to pay the NEOs above target levels for 2013 as described under the
heading "Annual Incentives" on page 28

2013 Long Term Incentives

A majority of our total compensation package is based on long term incentives that are intended to appropriately focus
our NEOs’ attention on the long term impacts of their decisions and more closely align the financial interests of our
executives with the interests of our long term stockholders. TSR, revenue growth, and pre-tax operating margin targets
as well as competitive market practices are all used by the Compensation Committee in determining the size of these
awards.

These long term incentives take the form of the following:

•Performance Based Restricted Stock Units (PSUs) which are based on meeting an annual EPS target and vest over
three years if the target is met.
•Restricted Stock Units (RSUs) which vest over three years.

•Cash Long Term Incentive Plan (Cash LTIP) which is based on meeting three year TSR, pre-tax margin and revenue
growth metrics.
For more information on our Cash LTIP, refer to the "Long Term Incentives" section beginning on page 28.

22

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

49



Pay Mix

Our pay for performance philosophy can be further depicted by the following graphs which represent both our total
compensation mix as well as our long term incentive plan vehicle mix.

The 2013 Total Compensation Mix graphs illustrate the 2013 values contained in the Summary Compensation Table
on page 36 as percentages of total compensation.  The values in the “All Other Compensation” column of the Summary
Compensation Table have been excluded from this illustration.  The Other NEO percentages are calculated using an
average of the individual NEO values excluding Mr. Neidorff.

The 2013 Total Long Term Incentive Plan Mix graphs illustrate the grant date values of the December 2013 service
and performance based RSU awards as well as the target value of the Cash LTIP awards for the 2014 through 2016
performance period.  The Other NEO percentages are calculated using an average of the individual NEO values
excluding Mr. Neidorff.

2013 Total Compensation Mix
2013 Total Long Term Incentive Plan Mix

Setting Total Compensation: CEO

The Compensation Committee reviewed the total target compensation for Mr. Neidorff by analyzing his 2013 target
compensation mix and comparing it to the available market data of compensation paid in 2012 to the healthcare
insurance industry peer group of 16 companies and the general industry peer group of 21 companies. Given the
Company's high growth rate, the Compensation Committee reviewed these two different groups regressed at $10
billion representing estimated 2013 revenue and $20 billion representing estimated future revenue based on our
growth pattern. Analyzed together, the Compensation Committee believes these peer data sets create a range of
market-competitive compensation that can be used to appropriately structure Centene's pay levels as we continue to
grow. In addition to the various components above, the Compensation Committee recognized the importance of our
CEO's leadership by analyzing the tremendous growth in our TSR over the last four years as indicated in the following
graph:
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Results of the April 2013 “Say-on-Pay” Vote

The Compensation Committee monitors the results of the annual advisory “say-on-pay” proposal and considers such
results as one of many factors in connection with the discharge of its responsibilities. At our April 2013 Annual
Meeting, approximately 74% of our shareholders voted to approve our fiscal 2012 executive compensation program.
We continue to value the insights we gain through the vote and through discussions with our investors and will
continue to monitor the voting results and dialogue with investors.  

Changes to the Compensation Program in 2013

As a result of feedback from our shareholders and through discussions with several investors, the Company made the
following changes to its compensation program during 2013:

•Amended the employment agreement with the Chief Executive Officer with the following major changes:
•Eliminated the 'single trigger' for severance payment following a change in control; and
•Eliminated tax gross-up benefits for excise taxes payable upon severance.
•Amended our pledging policy to prohibit future pledging of shares by all Directors and officers.

•Changed the targeted base salary for NEOs to fall at the 50th percentile of the healthcare insurance industry peer
group (based on compensation data regressed to revenues of $10 billion) from the 75th percentile previously targeted.

Overview of the Compensation Program

The Compensation Committee establishes and administers the executive compensation philosophy and program and
assists the Board of Directors in the development and oversight of all aspects of executive compensation. The
philosophy of the Compensation Committee as it relates to executive compensation is that our Chief Executive Officer
and other NEOs should be provided competitive compensation opportunities sufficient to attract, motivate and retain
talented executives who are capable of leading the Company in achieving our business objectives in an industry facing
increasing regulation, competition and change, while aligning the compensation of senior management with the long
term interests of stockholders.

Centene must leverage its compensation and benefit programs to attract the best talent in order to compete and achieve
aggressive operating objectives. In light of this, Centene views both private equity firms and competitors with larger
revenue bases as significant competition for talent and recognizes that Centene is a source for them to recruit this
talent if the appropriate compensation programs are not in place to retain this talent.
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In order to achieve these objectives, the Compensation Committee establishes target, market-based total compensation
levels (e.g., base salary, annual bonus target and long term incentives) from market data for similarly sized companies
based on revenues. The Compensation Committee's competitive objective is for our actual total compensation to:

•
fall between the 50th percentile and 75th percentile of the 16 company healthcare insurance industry peer group
(discussed below) based on revenue size-adjusted and compensation-regressed organizations at revenues of $10
billion; and

•
fall between the 50th percentile and 75th percentile of the general industry peer group that have similar growth and
long term performance as Centene, based on revenue size-adjusted and compensation-regressed organizations at
revenues of $10 billion.

The Compensation Committee also takes into account the significant growth expected by the Company and the new
contracts the Company has been awarded. Premium and Service Revenues growth in 2013 was 37%, and projected
revenue growth for 2014 is in excess of 30%. The efforts and costs to win new contracts are incurred well in advance
of the time revenue begins. The Compensation Committee also recognizes the short term negative impact on EPS
from pursuing new contracts, but believes pursuing and winning new contracts is in the best long term interest of its
stockholders.

For the components of target total compensation, the Compensation Committee's competitive objectives are for:

•

base salary to approximate the 50th percentile of similarly-sized organizations, based on revenues. The 50th percentile
will be targeted in most instances, however up to the 75th percentile is considered when recruiting talent from
significantly larger companies and private equity firms or when the experience of the executive dictates a higher base
salary;
•annual bonus target to approximate the 50th percentile of similarly-sized organizations; and
•long term incentive targets to approximate the 50th percentile of similarly-sized organizations.

The goal of these objectives is that based on company results, actual total compensation will fall between the 50th and
75th percentile of the total market based compensation for both the healthcare insurance industry peer group and the
general industry peer group.

Benchmarking and Comparator Groups

Each year the Compensation Committee evaluates a number of factors when determining executive compensation
levels to ensure that pay opportunities being delivered to our executive officers are competitive with the labor markets
in which the Company competes for talent.

In 2013, Towers Watson was engaged to develop the executive compensation peer group by conducting an
independent analysis of the healthcare insurance industry. Towers Watson analyzed the managed care industry and
possible Centene peers using the Standard and Poor's Global Industry Classification System (GICS) codes. The
analysis indicated that there are three key segments to the industry:

•Managed Healthcare Companies (Centene classification)
•Healthcare Facilities
•Healthcare Services

From this analysis, Towers Watson recommended the current sample size of 16 companies; 10 from Managed
Healthcare Companies (which includes all of the Managed Healthcare Industry companies with annual revenues
greater than $1 billion), four from Healthcare Services and two from Healthcare Facilities. The median 2012 revenue

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

52



of these 16 companies was $9.1 billion. The Compensation Committee believed that this group was indicative of high
growth companies (like Centene), provided a complete view of the managed healthcare industry and recognized
Centene's labor market for executive and management talent by also including healthcare facilities and healthcare
services companies. The following represents the Company's healthcare insurance industry peer group for 2013:
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1.Aetna, Inc.
2.Amedisys Inc.
3.Catamaran Corporation
4.CIGNA Corporation
5.Community Health Systems, Inc.
6.Davita Healthcare Partners, Inc.
7.Health Net, Inc.
8.Humana, Inc.

9.Lifepoint Hospitals, Inc.
10.Magellan Health Services Inc.
11.Molina Healthcare, Inc.
12.Omnicare Inc.
13.UnitedHealth Group Inc.
14.Universal American Corporation
15.WellCare Health Plans, Inc.
16.WellPoint, Inc.

The market for executive talent includes companies both within and outside our industry. Therefore, the market data
the Compensation Committee utilizes includes not only the healthcare insurance industry peer group of 16 companies
developed by TowersWatson but also a general industry peer group of 21 companies also developed by Towers
Watson. The median revenue of these 21 companies was $6.7 billion with revenue ranging from $3 billion and $19
billion. The Compensation Committee believes that including this broader range of companies is likely to provide a
more representative depiction of the overall competitive market for talent, as evidenced by several of our executives
who came from companies outside of our industry. Towers Watson developed this group from its Executive
Compensation Database and determined that each company in the group would meet at least two of the following
criteria:

•5-year average return on invested capital > 10%
•5-year revenue growth > 10%
•5-year EPS growth > 10%
•5-year TSR > 7%

Methodology: Regression Analysis

A key element of our benchmarking methodology is the use of regression analysis. Regression analysis is a statistical
technique that allows us to use compensation information from a wide-ranging group of companies to develop market
data that is specific to our revenue size. Regression analysis helps to ensure that individual companies in our peer
groups that are substantially larger (or smaller) than us do not skew the resulting market data too high (or low) as a
result of the influence of revenue size on pay practices. The regression analysis we used to develop market data was
based on revenue adjusted to $10 billion (to approximate the Company's estimated 2013 revenue) and $20 billion (to
approximate the Company's future growth potential). The Compensation Committee specifically recognized that some
of the companies (for example, UnitedHealth Group Inc. and WellPoint, Inc.) are significantly larger than Centene.
However, large outliers have no impact on the median due to the regression analysis.

Using regression analysis, we adjusted the healthcare industry peer market data to $10 billion in revenue to
approximate the Company's estimated 2013 revenue, and compensation was similarly adjusted through the use of
regression analysis to reflect the 50th percentile and 75th percentile of a $10 billion company for base salary, target

Edgar Filing: CENTENE CORP - Form PRE 14A

54



bonus, long term incentives and target total compensation. These adjusted values were used as the basis of comparison
for our executives' compensation.

This general industry peer group market data was also size adjusted (to $10 billion in revenue) using regression
analysis to approximate the Company's estimated 2013 revenue. The compensation data was adjusted to reflect the
50th  percentile and 75th percentile of a $10 billion company for base salary, target bonus, long term incentives and
target total compensation. In addition to evaluating the compensation at $10 billion, the Compensation Committee
reviewed the data for both the healthcare insurance industry peer group and the general industry peer group, but size
adjusted to $20 billion to reflect the estimated future revenue based on our growth pattern. The Company’s projected
revenue for 2014 is approximately $14 billion.

The Compensation Committee engaged Towers Watson to gather, regress and summarize the market data from the
Towers Watson Executive Compensation Database for the CEO and the other four NEOs. In addition, the
Compensation Committee reviewed additional data sources from Exequity in determining the compensation for the
CEO. As mentioned previously, Exequity was retained independently by the Compensation Committee to provide
recommendations for the CEO's compensation.

 All elements of compensation are valued and reviewed in evaluating the relative competitiveness of our
compensation practices against both the market data and the Compensation Committee's competitive objectives. In
addition, the Compensation Committee annually reviews a tally sheet for each NEO, which includes the current value
of all outstanding equity-based awards, benefits and perquisites, as well as potential payments under change in control
agreements. The
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Compensation Committee uses the tally sheets to analyze each NEO's base salary, annual incentive target and long
term incentive opportunity in relation to the market and each component of compensation as a percentage of total
compensation.

 Setting Total Compensation: CEO

The Compensation Committee reviewed the total target compensation for Mr. Neidorff by analyzing his 2013 target
compensation mix and comparing it to the available market data of compensation paid in 2012 to the healthcare
insurance industry peer group of 16 companies and the general industry peer group of 21 companies. Given the
Company's high growth rate, the Compensation Committee reviewed these two different groups regressed at $10
billion representing estimated 2013 revenue and $20 billion representing estimated future revenue based on our
growth pattern. Taken together, the Compensation Committee believes these peer data sets create a range of
market-competitive compensation that can be used to effectively manage Centene's pay levels as we continue to grow.
It is important to recognize that the Compensation Committee reviewed the pay components in the table below. The
table demonstrates that the CEO's compensation is linked to the Company's 2013 performance (performance based
RSUs awarded in 2012 are earned based on 2013 performance), which is different from the disclosure in the “Summary
Compensation Table.” The review of the following data indicated that Mr. Neidorff's 2014 salary should remain at $1.2
million and his total target 2013 compensation was within the range of the Company's pay philosophy of paying
within the 50th percentile and 75th percentile of the industry peer group and the general industry with data regressed at
$10 billion and $20 billion in revenue ($ in thousands):

2013 Centene Healthcare Insurance
Industry Peer Group 1

General Industry
Peer Group 2

Pay Component Realized Target $10 Billion $20 Billion $10
Billion

$20
Billion

Annualized Base Pay $1,200 $1,200 $1,147 $1,281 $1,454 $1,660
Annual Bonus Target 3,000 1,800 1,836 2,151 2,565 3,515
Long Term Incentive (LTI) Awards:
Grant Date Fair Value - 75,000 RSUs granted in
December 2012 (performance based) 3,429 3,429

Grant Date Fair Value - 75,000 RSUs granted in
December 2012 (service based) 3 3,429 3,429

Cash LTIP Target (2011 - 2013 performance
period) — 1,650

Total LTI Awards 6,858 8,508 9,244 11,371 9,220 13,265

Total Target Compensation $11,058 $11,508 $12,227 $14,803 $13,239 $18,440

1 Healthcare Insurance Industry Peer Group n = 16 companies discussed in the CD&A under the heading
“Benchmarking and Comparator Groups” at 75th Percentile.
2 General Industry Peer Group n = 21 companies discussed in the CD&A under the heading “ Benchmarking and
Comparator Groups” at 75th percentile.
3 Shares vest in three equal annual installments beginning on the anniversary of the grant date in December 2013.

Setting Total Compensation: Other Named Executive Officers

A similar analysis of peer data sets was performed of the other NEOs' compensation. In all cases, the NEOs' total
compensation fell within the 50th and 75th percentile of the healthcare insurance industry peer group. The
Compensation Committee reviewed the performance of each individual and granted increases in base salary and RSUs
based on these results.
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Base Salaries

While determining appropriate annual base salaries, in addition to reviewing size adjusted market data from Exequity
and Towers Watson, the Compensation Committee considered:

•the Chief Executive Officer's recommendations as to compensation for all other NEOs;

•the scope of responsibility, experience, time in position and individual performance of each officer, including the
Chief Executive Officer;

•the effectiveness of each executive's leadership performance and potential to enhance long term stockholder value;
and
•the internal equity.
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In December 2012, the Compensation Committee evaluated 2013 base salaries and took into account the Company's
2013 estimated revenue of $9.7 billion to $10.0 billion. In 2013, Towers Watson compared our NEOs' base salaries to
the size adjusted market data, and on average, our base salaries for 2013 were between the 50th and 75th percentile of
the healthcare insurance industry peer group and of the general industry peer group. Adjustments to base salaries are
determined based on merit and market data. For purposes of evaluating 2014 base salaries, the Compensation
Committee took into account the Company's 2014 estimated revenue of $13.8 billion to $14.3 billion.

Annual Incentives

The Compensation Committee considers annual incentive compensation to be a motivational method for encouraging
and rewarding outstanding individual performance that contributes to overall Company performance. The Company's
financial performance goal, specifically diluted EPS, must be met for any bonuses to be paid. For 2013, the
Compensation Committee stated that diluted EPS must fall between a range of $2.60 and $2.90. The Committee
ignored the $0.07 of diluted EPS from the Kentucky discontinued operations and $(0.08) of diluted EPS of expense
for the AcariaHealth transaction costs because these items were not considered to be representative of ongoing results.
The Committee determined that annual bonuses should be paid to the NEOs based on the following analysis:

2013 2012
Diluted EPS from continuing operations $2.87 $1.65
AcariaHealth transaction costs 0.08 N/A

$2.95 $1.65

Target Diluted EPS $2.60 - $2.90 $2.60 - $2.80
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