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the Registration Statement or a prospectus supplement. We will refer to any or all of these reports as �subsequent filings.� The senior indenture
and the subordinated indenture, as amended or supplemented from time to time, are sometimes referred to individually as an �indenture� and
collectively as the �indentures.� Each indenture will be subject to and governed by the Trust Indenture Act. The aggregate principal amount of debt
securities which may be issued under each indenture will be unlimited and each indenture will contain the specific terms of any series of debt
securities or provide that those terms must be set forth in or determined pursuant to, an authorizing resolution, as defined in the applicable
prospectus supplement, and/or a supplemental indenture, if any, relating to such series.

Our statements below relating to the debt securities and the indentures are summaries of their anticipated provisions, are not complete and are
subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all of the provisions of the applicable indenture and any applicable U.S. federal
income tax consideration as well as any applicable modifications of or additions to the general terms described below in the applicable
prospectus supplement or supplemental indenture.

General

The material terms of any series of senior or subordinated debt securities that we offer through a prospectus supplement will be described in that
prospectus supplement. You should read the subsequent filings relating to the particular series of debt securities for the following terms of the
offered debt securities:

� the designation, aggregate principal amount and authorized denominations;

� the issue price, expressed as a percentage of the aggregate principal amount;

� the maturity date;

� the interest rate per annum, if any;

� if the offered debt securities provide for interest payments, the date from which interest will accrue, the dates on which interest will be
payable, the date on which payment of interest will commence and the regular record dates for interest payment dates;

� any optional or mandatory sinking fund provisions or conversion or exchangeability provisions;

� the date, if any, after which and the price or prices at which the offered debt securities may be optionally redeemed or must be
mandatorily redeemed and any other terms and provisions of optional or mandatory redemptions;

� if other than denominations of $1,000 and any integral multiple thereof, the denominations in which offered debt securities of the series
will be issuable;

� if other than the full principal amount, the portion of the principal amount of offered debt securities of the series which will be payable
upon acceleration or provable in bankruptcy;
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� any events of default not set forth in this prospectus;

� the currency or currencies, including composite currencies, in which principal, premium and interest will be payable, if other than the
currency of the United States of America;

� if principal, premium or interest is payable, at our election or at the election of any holder, in a currency other than that in which the
offered debt securities of the series are stated to be payable, the period or periods within which, and the terms and conditions upon
which, the election may be made;

� whether interest will be payable in cash or additional securities at our or the holders� option and the terms and conditions upon which the
election may be made;

� if denominated in a currency or currencies other than the currency of the United States of America, the equivalent price in the currency
of the United States of America for purposes of determining the voting rights of holders of those debt securities under the applicable
indenture;
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� if the amount of payments of principal, premium or interest may be determined with reference to an index, formula or other method
based on a coin or currency other than that in which the offered debt securities of the series are stated to be payable, the manner in
which the amounts will be determined;

� any restrictive covenants or other material terms relating to the offered debt securities, which may not be inconsistent with the
applicable indenture;

� whether the offered debt securities will be issued in the form of global securities or certificates in registered or bearer form;

� any terms with respect to subordination;

� any listing on any securities exchange or quotation system;

� additional provisions, if any, related to defeasance and discharge of the offered debt securities; and

� the applicability of any guarantees.

Unless otherwise indicated in subsequent filings relating to the indenture, principal, premium and interest will be payable and the debt securities
will be transferable at the corporate trust office of the applicable trustee. Unless other arrangements are made or set forth in subsequent filings or
a supplemental indenture, principal, premium and interest will be paid by checks mailed to the holders at their registered addresses.

Unless otherwise indicated in subsequent filings, the debt securities will be issued only in fully registered form without coupons, in
denominations of $1,000 or any integral multiple thereof. No service charge will be made for any transfer or exchange of the debt securities, but
we may require payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge payable in connection with these debt securities.

Some or all of the debt securities may be issued as discounted debt securities, bearing no interest or interest at a rate which at the time of
issuance is below market rates, to be sold at a substantial discount below the stated principal amount. United States federal income consequences
and other special considerations applicable to any discounted securities will be described in subsequent filings relating to those securities.

We refer you to applicable subsequent filings with respect to any deletions or additions or modifications from the description contained in this
prospectus.

Covenants

Any series of offered debt securities may have covenants in addition to or differing from those included in the applicable indenture which will be
described in subsequent filings prepared in connection with the offering of such securities, limiting or restricting, among other things:
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� the ability of us to incur either secured or unsecured debt, or both;

� the ability to make certain payments, dividends, redemptions or repurchases;

� our ability to create dividend and other payment restrictions;

� our ability to make investments;

� mergers and consolidations by us;

� sales of assets by us;

� our ability to enter into transactions with affiliates;

� our ability to incur liens; and

� sale and leaseback transactions.

15
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Modification of the Indentures

Each indenture and the rights of the respective holders may be modified by us only with the consent of holders of not less than a majority in
aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of all series under the respective indenture affected by the modification, taken
together as a class. But no modification that:

(1) changes the amount of securities whose holders must consent to an amendment, supplement or waiver;

(2) reduces the rate of or changes the interest payment time on any security or alters its redemption provisions (other than any alteration
to any such section which would not materially adversely affect the legal rights of any holder under the indenture) or the price at
which we are required to offer to purchase the securities;

(3) reduces the principal or changes the maturity of any security or reduce the amount of, or postpone the date fixed for, the payment of
any sinking fund or analogous obligation;

(4) waives a default or event of default in the payment of the principal of or interest, if any, on any security (except a rescission of
acceleration of the securities of any series by the holders of at least a majority in principal amount of the outstanding securities of
that series and a waiver of the payment default that resulted from such acceleration);

(5) makes the principal of or interest, if any, on any security payable in any currency other than that stated in the security;

(6) makes any change with respect to holders� rights to receive principal and interest, the terms pursuant to which defaults can be waived,
certain modifications affecting shareholders or certain currency-related issues; or

(7) waives a redemption payment with respect to any security or change any of the provisions with respect to the redemption of any
securities

will be effective against any holder without his consent. In addition, other terms as specified in subsequent filings may be modified without the
consent of the holders.

Events of Default

Each indenture defines an event of default for the debt securities of any series as being any one of the following events:

� default in any payment of interest when due which continues for 30 days;

� default in any payment of principal or premium when due;

Edgar Filing: Bethea David O - Form 4

Table of Contents 7



� default in the deposit of any sinking fund payment when due;

� default in the performance of any covenant in the debt securities or the applicable indenture which continues for 60 days after we
receive notice of the default;

� default under a bond, debenture, note or other evidence of indebtedness for borrowed money by us or our subsidiaries (to the extent we
are directly responsible or liable therefor) having a principal amount in excess of a minimum amount set forth in the applicable
subsequent filing, whether such indebtedness now exists or is hereafter created, which default shall have resulted in such indebtedness
becoming or being declared due and payable prior to the date on which it would otherwise have become due and payable, without such
acceleration having been rescinded or annulled or cured within 30 days after we receive notice of the default; and

� events of bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization.

An event of default of one series of debt securities does not necessarily constitute an event of default with respect to any other series of debt
securities.
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There may be such other or different events of default as described in an applicable subsequent filing with respect to any class or series of
offered debt securities.

In case an event of default occurs and continues for the debt securities of any series, the applicable trustee or the holders of not less than 25% in
aggregate principal amount of the debt securities then outstanding of that series may declare the principal and accrued but unpaid interest of the
debt securities of that series to be due and payable. Any event of default for the debt securities of any series which has been cured may be
waived by the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the debt securities of that series then outstanding.

Each indenture requires us to file annually after debt securities are issued under that indenture with the applicable trustee a written statement
signed by two of our officers as to the absence of material defaults under the terms of that indenture. Each indenture provides that the applicable
trustee may withhold notice to the holders of any default if it considers it in the interest of the holders to do so, except notice of a default in
payment of principal, premium or interest.

Subject to the duties of the trustee in case an event of default occurs and continues, each indenture provides that the trustee is under no
obligation to exercise any of its rights or powers under that indenture at the request, order or direction of holders unless the holders have offered
to the trustee reasonable indemnity. Subject to these provisions for indemnification and the rights of the trustee, each indenture provides that the
holders of a majority in principal amount of the debt securities of any series then outstanding have the right to direct the time, method and place
of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the trustee or exercising any trust or power conferred on the trustee as long as the
exercise of that right does not conflict with any law or the indenture.

Defeasance and Discharge

The terms of each indenture provide us with the option to be discharged from any and all obligations in respect of the debt securities issued
thereunder upon the deposit with the trustee, in trust, of money or U.S. government obligations, or both, which through the payment of interest
and principal in accordance with their terms will provide money in an amount sufficient to pay any installment of principal, premium and
interest on, and any mandatory sinking fund payments in respect of, the debt securities on the stated maturity of the payments in accordance with
the terms of the debt securities and the indenture governing the debt securities. This right may only be exercised if, among other things, we have
received from, or there has been published by, the United States Internal Revenue Service a ruling to the effect that such a discharge will not be
deemed, or result in, a taxable event with respect to holders. This discharge would not apply to our obligations to register the transfer or
exchange of debt securities, to replace stolen, lost or mutilated debt securities, to maintain paying agencies and hold moneys for payment in
trust.

Defeasance of Certain Covenants

The terms of the debt securities provide us with the right to omit complying with specified covenants and that specified events of default
described in a subsequent filing will not apply. In order to exercise this right, we will be required to deposit with the trustee money or U.S.
government obligations, or both, which through the payment of interest and principal will provide money in an amount sufficient to pay
principal, premium, if any, and interest on, and any mandatory sinking fund payments in respect of, the debt securities on the stated maturity of
such payments in accordance with the terms of the debt securities and the indenture governing such debt securities. We will also be required to
deliver to the trustee an opinion of counsel to the effect that we have received from, or there has been published by, the IRS a ruling to the effect
that the deposit and related covenant defeasance will not cause the holders of such series to recognize income, gain or loss for federal income tax
purposes.
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A subsequent filing may further describe the provisions, if any, of any particular series of offered debt securities permitting a discharge
defeasance.
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Global Securities

The debt securities of a series may be issued in whole or in part in the form of one or more global securities that will be deposited with, or on
behalf of, a depository identified in an applicable subsequent filing and registered in the name of the depository or a nominee for the depository.
In such a case, one or more global securities will be issued in a denomination or aggregate denominations equal to the portion of the aggregate
principal amount of outstanding debt securities of the series to be represented by the global security or securities. Unless and until it is
exchanged in whole or in part for debt securities in definitive certificated form, a global security may not be transferred except as a whole by the
depository for the global security to a nominee of the depository or by a nominee of the depository to the depository or another nominee of the
depository or by the depository or any nominee to a successor depository for that series or a nominee of the successor depository and except in
the circumstances described in an applicable subsequent filing.

We expect that the following provisions will apply to depository arrangements for any portion of a series of debt securities to be represented by a
global security. Any additional or different terms of the depository arrangement will be described in an applicable subsequent filing.

Upon the issuance of any global security, and the deposit of that global security with or on behalf of the depository for the global security, the
depository will credit, on its book-entry registration and transfer system, the principal amounts of the debt securities represented by that global
security to the accounts of institutions that have accounts with the depository or its nominee. The accounts to be credited will be designated by
the underwriters or agents engaging in the distribution of the debt securities or by us, if the debt securities are offered and sold directly by us.
Ownership of beneficial interests in a global security will be limited to participating institutions or persons that may hold interest through such
participating institutions. Ownership of beneficial interests by participating institutions in the global security will be shown on, and the transfer
of the beneficial interests will be effected only through, records maintained by the depository for the global security or by its nominee.
Ownership of beneficial interests in the global security by persons that hold through participating institutions will be shown on, and the transfer
of the beneficial interests within the participating institutions will be effected only through, records maintained by those participating
institutions. The laws of some jurisdictions may require that purchasers of securities take physical delivery of the securities in certificated form.
The foregoing limitations and such laws may impair the ability to transfer beneficial interests in the global securities.

So long as the depository for a global security, or its nominee, is the registered owner of that global security, the depository or its nominee, as
the case may be, will be considered the sole owner or holder of the debt securities represented by the global security for all purposes under the
applicable indenture. Unless otherwise specified in an applicable subsequent filing and except as specified below, owners of beneficial interests
in the global security will not be entitled to have debt securities of the series represented by the global security registered in their names, will not
receive or be entitled to receive physical delivery of debt securities of the series in certificated form and will not be considered the holders
thereof for any purposes under the indenture. Accordingly, each person owning a beneficial interest in the global security must rely on the
procedures of the depository and, if such person is not a participating institution, on the procedures of the participating institution through which
the person owns its interest, to exercise any rights of a holder under the indenture.

The depository may grant proxies and otherwise authorize participating institutions to give or take any request, demand, authorization, direction,
notice, consent, waiver or other action which a holder is entitled to give or take under the applicable indenture. We understand that, under
existing industry practices, if we request any action of holders or any owner of a beneficial interest in the global security desires to give any
notice or take any action a holder is entitled to give or take under the applicable indenture, the depository would authorize the participating
institutions to give the notice or take the action, and participating institutions would authorize beneficial owners owning through such
participating institutions to give the notice or take the action or would otherwise act upon the instructions of beneficial owners owning through
them.

Edgar Filing: Bethea David O - Form 4

Table of Contents 11



Unless otherwise specified in an applicable subsequent filings, payments of principal, premium and interest on debt securities represented by
global security registered in the name of a depository or its nominee will be made by us to the depository or its nominee, as the case may be, as
the registered owner of the global security.
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We expect that the depository for any debt securities represented by a global security, upon receipt of any payment of principal, premium or
interest, will credit participating institutions� accounts with payments in amounts proportionate to their respective beneficial interests in the
principal amount of the global security as shown on the records of the depository. We also expect that payments by participating institutions to
owners of beneficial interests in the global security held through those participating institutions will be governed by standing instructions and
customary practices, as is now the case with the securities held for the accounts of customers registered in street names, and will be the
responsibility of those participating institutions. None of us, the trustees or any agent of ours or the trustees will have any responsibility or
liability for any aspect of the records relating to or payments made on account of beneficial interests in a global security, or for maintaining,
supervising or reviewing any records relating to those beneficial interests.

Unless otherwise specified in the applicable subsequent filings, a global security of any series will be exchangeable for certificated debt
securities of the same series only if:

� the depository for such global securities notifies us that it is unwilling or unable to continue as depository or such depository ceases to
be a clearing agency registered under the Exchange Act and, in either case, a successor depository is not appointed by us within 90 days
after we receive the notice or become aware of the ineligibility,

� we in our sole discretion determine that the global securities shall be exchangeable for certificated debt securities, or

� there shall have occurred and be continuing an event of default under the applicable indenture with respect to the debt securities of that
series.

Upon any exchange, owners of beneficial interests in the global security or securities will be entitled to physical delivery of individual debt
securities in certificated form of like tenor and terms equal in principal amount to their beneficial interests, and to have the debt securities in
certificated form registered in the names of the beneficial owners, which names are expected to be provided by the depository�s relevant
participating institutions to the applicable trustee.

In the event that the Depository Trust Company, or DTC, acts as depository for the global securities of any series, the global securities will be
issued as fully registered securities registered in the name of Cede & Co., DTC�s partnership nominee.

DTC is a limited purpose trust company organized under the New York Banking Law, a �banking organization� within the meaning of the New
York Banking Law, a member of the Federal Reserve System, a �clearing corporation� within the meaning of the New York Uniform Commercial
Code, and a �clearing agency� registered pursuant to the provisions of Section 17A of the Exchange Act. DTC holds securities that its participating
institutions deposit with DTC. DTC also facilitates the settlement among participating institutions of securities transactions, such as transfers and
pledges, in deposited securities through electronic computerized book-entry changes in participating institutions� accounts, thereby eliminating
the need for physical movement of securities certificates. Direct participating institutions include securities brokers and dealers, banks, trust
companies, clearing corporations and other organizations. DTC is owned by a number of its direct participating institutions and by the New
York Stock Exchange, Inc., the American Stock Exchange, Inc. and the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. Access to the DTC
system is also available to others, such as securities brokers and dealers and banks and trust companies that clear through or maintain a custodial
relationship with a direct participating institution, either directly or indirectly. The rules applicable to DTC and its participating institutions are
on file with the Commission.

To facilitate subsequent transfers, the debt securities may be registered in the name of DTC�s nominee, Cede & Co. The deposit of the debt
securities with DTC and their registration in the name of Cede & Co. will effect no change in beneficial ownership. DTC has no knowledge of
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debt securities are credited, which may or may not be the beneficial owners. The participating institutions remain responsible for keeping
account of their holdings on behalf of their customers.
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Delivery of notices and other communications by DTC to direct participating institutions, by direct participating institutions to indirect
participating institutions, and by direct participating institutions and indirect participating institutions to beneficial owners of debt securities are
governed by arrangements among them, subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements as may be in effect.

Neither DTC nor Cede & Co. consents or votes with respect to the debt securities. Under its usual procedures, DTC mails a proxy to the issuer
as soon as possible after the record date. The proxy assigns Cede & Co.�s consenting or voting rights to those direct participating institutions to
whose accounts the debt securities are credited on the record date.

If applicable, redemption notices shall be sent to Cede & Co. If less than all of the debt securities of a series represented by global securities are
being redeemed, DTC�s practice is to determine by lot the amount of the interest of each direct participating institutions in that issue to be
redeemed.

To the extent that any debt securities provide for repayment or repurchase at the option of the holders thereof, a beneficial owner shall give
notice of any option to elect to have its interest in the global security repaid by us, through its participating institution, to the applicable trustee,
and shall effect delivery of the interest in a global security by causing the direct participating institution to transfer the direct participating
institution�s interest in the global security or securities representing the interest, on DTC�s records, to the applicable trustee. The requirement for
physical delivery of debt securities in connection with a demand for repayment or repurchase will be deemed satisfied when the ownership rights
in the global security or securities representing the debt securities are transferred by direct participating institutions on DTC�s records.

DTC may discontinue providing its services as securities depository for the debt securities at any time. Under such circumstances, in the event
that a successor securities depository is not appointed, debt security certificates are required to be printed and delivered as described above.

We may decide to discontinue use of the system of book-entry transfers through the securities depository. In that event, debt security certificates
will be printed and delivered as described above.

The information in this section concerning DTC and DTC�s book-entry system has been obtained from sources that we believe to be
reliable, but we take no responsibility for its accuracy.

EXPENSES

The following are the estimated expenses of the issuance and distribution of the securities being registered under the registration statement of
which this prospectus forms a part, all of which will be paid by us.

SEC registration fee $ 11,700
Printing and engraving expenses $ 10,000
Legal fees and expenses $ 100,000
AMEX Listing Fee �
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Accounting fees and expenses 100,000
Transfer agent and registrar �
Miscellaneous $ 75,000

Total $ 296,700
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LEGAL MATTERS

The validity of the securities offered by this prospectus will be passed upon for us by Seward & Kissel LLP, New York, New York with respect
to matters of U.S. law and by Appleby Spurling Hunter with respect to matters of Bermuda law.

EXPERTS

The financial statements incorporated in this prospectus by reference from our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the year ended December 31,
2003, filed with the SEC on June 30, 2004, have been audited by Deloitte Statsautoriserte Revisorer AS, independent accountants, as stated in
their report, which is incorporated in this prospectus by reference, and have been so incorporated in reliance upon the report of such firm given
upon their authority as experts in accounting and auditing.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Government Filings

We file annual and special reports within the Securities and Exchange Commission. You may read and copy any document that we file at the
public reference facilities maintained by the Commission at 450 Fifth Street, N.W., Room 1024, Washington, D.C. 20549. You may obtain
information on the operation of the public reference room by calling 1 (800) SEC-0330, and you may obtain copies at prescribed rates from the
Public Reference Section of the Commission at its principal office in Washington, D.C. 20549. The SEC maintains a website
(http://www.sec.gov) that contains reports, proxy and information statements and other information regarding registrants that file electronically
with the SEC. In addition, you can obtain information about us at the offices of the New York Stock Exchange, 20 Broad Street, New York,
New York 10005.

Information Incorporated by Reference

The SEC allows us to �incorporate by reference� information that we file with it. This means that we can disclose important information to you by
referring you to those filed documents. The information incorporated by reference is considered to be a part of this prospectus, and information
that we file later with the SEC prior to the termination of this offering will also be considered to be part of this prospectus and will automatically
update and supersede previously filed information, including information contained in this document.

We incorporate by reference our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2003, filed with the SEC on June 30,
2004, which contains audited consolidated financial statements for the most recent fiscal year for which those statements have been filed. We
also incorporate by reference the reports of our 2004 first and second quarter results, filed with the SEC on Form 6-K on April 14, 2004 and July
13, 2004, respectively, which contain unaudited consolidated financial statements for the most recent quarter for which those statements have
been filed. Additionally, we incorporate by reference the information filed on Form 6-K on July 26, 2004 and any future filings we will make
with the SEC under the Securities Exchange Act if such filings state that they are incorporated by reference into this prospectus, until we file a
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post-effective amendment indicating that the offering of securities made by this prospectus has been completed.
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You may request a free copy of the above mentioned filing or any subsequent filing we incorporated by reference to this prospectus by writing
or telephoning us at the following address:

Nordic American Tanker Shipping Limited

Attn: Herbjørn Hansson

Canon�s Court

22 Victoria Street

Hamilton HM 12

Bermuda

(441) 298-3207

http://www.nat.bm

Information Provided by the Company

We will furnish holders of our ordinary shares with annual reports containing audited financial statements and a report by our independent
public accountants, and intend to furnish quarterly reports containing selected unaudited financial data for the first three quarters of each fiscal
year. The audited financial statements will be prepared in accordance with United States generally accepted accounting. As a �foreign private
issuer,� we are exempt from the rules under the Securities Exchange Act prescribing the furnishing and content of proxy statements to
shareholders. While we furnish proxy statements to shareholders in accordance with the rules of the American Stock Exchange, those proxy
statements do not conform to Schedule 14A of the proxy rules promulgated under the Exchange Act. In addition, as a �foreign private issuer,� we
are exempt from the rules under the Exchange Act relating to short swing profit reporting and liability.
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No dealer, salesperson or other person is authorized to give any information or to represent anything not contained in this prospectus
supplement and accompanying prospectus. You must not rely on any unauthorized information or representations. This prospectus supplement
and accompanying prospectus is an offer to sell only the shares offered hereby, but only under circumstances and in jurisdictions where it is
lawful to do so. The information contained in this prospectus supplement and accompanying prospectus is current only as of this date.
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