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(Address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of Registrant�s principal executive
offices)

Jason B. Shandell
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(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Copies to:
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Andrew D. Hoffman
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650 Page Mill Road
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this Registration Statement.
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If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box.  ¨

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box.  x

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective
registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, please check the
following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement
for the same offering.  ¨

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the
following box.  ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box.  ¨

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting
company� in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large Accelerated filer ¨ Accelerated filer ¨

Non-accelerated filer x  (Do not check if smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company ¨

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of

Securities to be Registered

Amount

to be
Registered(1)

Proposed
Maximum

Offering Price
Per Share(1)(2)

Proposed
Maximum
Aggregate

Offering Price(1)(2)(3)

Amount of

Registration Fee(3)
Common Stock, $0.0001 par value
per share(4) �  �  �  �  
Preferred Stock, $0.0001 par value
per share(4) �  �  �  �  
Depositary Shares �  �  �  �  
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Warrants �  �  �  �  
Debt Securities �  �  �  �  
Units �  �  �  �  
Total(5) $250,000,000 �  $250,000,000 $29,050.00

(1) Pursuant to Rule 457(i) under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the �Securities Act�), the securities registered
hereunder include such indeterminate number of shares of common stock, preferred stock or depositary shares,
number of warrants and units and principal amount of debt securities as may be issued upon conversion or
exchange of any common stock, preferred stock, warrants or debt securities registered hereunder that provide for
conversion or exchange, upon exercise of warrants or issued to prevent dilution resulting from stock splits, stock
dividends or similar transactions.

(2) The proposed maximum per unit and aggregate offering prices per class of securities will be determined from time
to time by the registrant in connection with the issuance by the registrant of the securities registered under this
registration statement and is not specified as to each class of security pursuant to General Instruction II.D of Form
S-3 under the Securities Act.

(3) Calculated pursuant to Rule 457(o) under the Securities Act.
(4) Includes an indeterminate number of shares of common stock or preferred stock as may be sold from time to time

at indeterminate prices.
(5) Any securities registered hereunder may be sold separately or as units with other securities registered hereunder.

The proposed maximum offering price per unit will be determined by the registrant in connection with the
issuance of the securities. In no event will the aggregate offering price of all securities issued from time to time
pursuant to this Registration Statement exceed $250,000,000 or the equivalent thereof in one or more foreign
currencies, foreign currency units or composite currencies.

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay
its effective date until the Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this
Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of
1933 or until this Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the Commission, acting
pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell the securities until the
Registration Statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not
an offer to sell these securities and is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer
or sale is not permitted.

SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED JULY 2, 2015

PROSPECTUS

$250,000,000

Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

By this prospectus, Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc. may offer, from time to time:

● Common Stock
● Preferred Stock
● Depositary Shares
● Warrants
● Debt Securities
● Units

Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc. a Delaware corporation (�Amphastar Pharmaceuticals� or �Amphastar�) may offer and
sell from time to time, in one or more series or issuances and on terms that Amphastar will determine at the time of
the offering, any combination of the securities described in this prospectus, up to an aggregate amount of
$250,000,000.

We will provide specific terms of any offering in a supplement to this prospectus. Any prospectus supplement may
also add, update, or change information contained in this prospectus. You should carefully read this prospectus and
the applicable prospectus supplement as well as the documents incorporated or deemed to be incorporated by
reference in this prospectus before you purchase any of the securities offered hereby.

These securities may be offered and sold in the same offering or in separate offerings; to or through underwriters,
dealers, and agents; or directly to purchasers. The names of any underwriters, dealers, or agents involved in the sale of
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our securities, their compensation and any over-allotment options held by them will be described in the applicable
prospectus supplement. For a more complete description of the plan of distribution of these securities, see the section
titled �Plan of Distribution� beginning on page 28 of this prospectus.

Our common stock is listed on the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol �AMPH.� We will provide
information in any applicable prospectus supplement regarding any listing of securities other than shares of our
common stock on any securities exchange.

We are an �emerging growth company� as defined under the federal securities laws and are subject to reduced
public company reporting requirements. Investing in our securities involves significant risks. See the section
titled �Risk Factors� beginning on page 5 of this prospectus and in the applicable prospectus supplement before
investing in any securities.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to
the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is                     , 2015
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement on Form S-3 that we filed with the United States Securities and
Exchange Commission, or the SEC, using a �shelf� registration process. Under this shelf process, we may, from time to
time, sell any combination of the securities described in this prospectus in one or more offerings up to a total amount
of $250,000,000.

This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we sell securities,
we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The
prospectus supplement may also add to, update or change information contained in the prospectus and, accordingly, to
the extent inconsistent, information in this prospectus is superseded by the information in the prospectus supplement.

The prospectus supplement to be attached to the front of this prospectus may describe, as applicable: the terms of the
securities offered; the initial public offering price; the price paid for the securities; net proceeds; and the other specific
terms related to the offering of the securities.

You should only rely on the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and any prospectus
supplement or issuer free writing prospectus relating to a particular offering. No person has been authorized to give
any information or make any representations in connection with this offering other than those contained or
incorporated by reference in this prospectus, any accompanying prospectus supplement and any related issuer free
writing prospectus in connection with the offering described herein and therein, and, if given or made, such
information or representations must not be relied upon as having been authorized by us. Neither this prospectus nor
any prospectus supplement nor any related issuer free writing prospectus shall constitute an offer to sell or a
solicitation of an offer to buy offered securities in any jurisdiction in which it is unlawful for such person to make
such an offering or solicitation. This prospectus does not contain all of the information included in the registration
statement. For a more complete understanding of the offering of the securities, you should refer to the registration
statement, including its exhibits.

You should read the entire prospectus and any prospectus supplement and any related issuer free writing prospectus,
as well as the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus or any prospectus supplement or any related
issuer free writing prospectus, before making an investment decision. Neither the delivery of this prospectus or any
prospectus supplement or any issuer free writing prospectus nor any sale made hereunder shall under any
circumstances imply that the information contained or incorporated by reference herein or in any prospectus
supplement or issuer free writing prospectus is correct as of any date subsequent to the date hereof or of such
prospectus supplement or issuer free writing prospectus, as applicable. You should assume that the information
appearing in this prospectus, any prospectus supplement or any document incorporated by reference is accurate only
as of the date of the applicable documents, regardless of the time of delivery of this prospectus or any sale of
securities. Our business, financial condition, results of operations and prospects may have changed since that date.

The Amphastar Pharmaceuticals logo and other trademarks or service marks of Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc.,
including, but not limited to Primatene® Mist, Amphadase® and Cortrosyn®, appearing in this prospectus and any
prospectus supplement are the property of Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All other brand names or trademarks
appearing in this prospectus or any prospectus supplement are the property of their respective owners.
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Prospectus Summary

This summary description about us and our business highlights selected information contained elsewhere in this
prospectus or incorporated in this prospectus by reference. This summary does not contain all of the information you
should consider before buying securities in this offering. You should carefully read this entire prospectus and any
applicable prospectus supplement, including each of the documents incorporated herein or therein by reference,
before making an investment decision. As used in this prospectus, �we,� �us,� �Amphastar Pharmaceuticals,�
�Amphastar,� �the Company� and �our� refer to Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a Delaware corporation.

Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Overview

We, together with our wholly-owned subsidiaries, International Medication Systems, Limited, or IMS; Amphastar
Laboratories, Inc.; Armstrong Pharmaceuticals, Inc., or Armstrong; Amphastar Nanjing Pharmaceuticals Co., Ltd., or
ANP; and Amphastar France Pharmaceuticals, S.A.S., or AFP, are a specialty pharmaceutical company that focuses
primarily on developing, manufacturing, marketing and selling technically-challenging generic and proprietary
injectable and inhalation products. Additionally, in 2014, we commenced sales of insulin active pharmaceutical
ingredient, or API, products. We currently manufacture and sell 17 products and are developing a portfolio of 13
generic and eight proprietary injectable and inhalation product candidates.

Our largest product by net revenues is currently enoxaparin sodium injection, the generic equivalent of Sanofi S.A.�s
Lovenox®. Enoxaparin is a difficult to manufacture injectable form of low molecular weight heparin that is used as an
anticoagulant and is indicated for multiple indications, including the prevention and treatment of deep vein
thrombosis.

Our pipeline of 21 generic and proprietary product candidates is in various stages of development and targets a variety
of indications. With respect to these product candidates, we have filed three abbreviated new drug applications, one
new drug application, or NDA, and one NDA supplement with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, or FDA.

We have agreements with established group purchasing organizations and wholesaler networks to distribute
enoxaparin, which is marketed under our own label for the hospital and clinic market. For the U.S. retail market, we
have an agreement with Actavis, Inc., or Actavis, to distribute enoxaparin, which is marketed under Actavis� label.

To complement our internal growth and expertise, we have made several strategic acquisitions of companies, products
and technologies. These acquisitions collectively have strengthened our core injectable and inhalation product
technology infrastructure by providing additional manufacturing, marketing and research and development
capabilities including the ability to manufacture raw materials, APIs and other components for our products.

Business Segments

Our performance will be assessed and resources will be allocated based on the following two reportable segments:
(1) finished pharmaceutical products and (2) active pharmaceutical ingredients, or API products. The finished
pharmaceutical products segment currently manufactures, markets and distributes enoxaparin, Cortrosyn®, naloxone,
lidocaine jelly, as well as, various other critical and non-critical care drugs. The API
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segment currently manufactures and distributes recombinant human insulin and porcine insulin. Information reported
herein is consistent with how it is reviewed and evaluated by our chief operating decision maker. Factors used to
identify our segments include markets, customers and products.

Corporate Information

We incorporated in California under the name Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc. in 1996 and merged our California
corporation into Amphastar Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a newly formed Delaware corporation, in 2004. Our corporate
offices are located at 11570 6th Street, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730. Our telephone number is (909) 980-9484. We
maintain a website at www.amphastar.com where general information about us is available. Our website, and the
information contained therein, is not a part of this prospectus. The information that is contained on, or can be accessed
through our website is not incorporated into this prospectus, and the inclusion of our website address is an inactive
textual reference only.

We are an �emerging growth company� as defined in the Jumpstart Our Business Startups Act of 2012, or the JOBS
Act. An emerging growth company can take advantage of specified reduced reporting requirements that are otherwise
generally applicable to public companies. We will remain an emerging growth company until the earlier of the last
day of our fiscal year 2019, the last day of the fiscal year in which we have total annual gross revenue of at least $1.0
billion, the date on which we are deemed to be a large accelerated filer under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended, or the Exchange Act (this means the market value of our common stock that is held by non-affiliates
exceeds $700 million as of the last business day of the second quarter of that fiscal year), or the date on which we
have issued more than $1.0 billion in non-convertible debt securities during the prior three-year period.

The Securities We May Offer

We may offer up to $250,000,000 of common stock, preferred stock, depositary shares, warrants, debt securities
and/or units in one or more offerings and in any combination. This prospectus provides you with a general description
of the securities we may offer. A prospectus supplement, which we will provide each time we offer securities, will
describe the specific amounts, prices and terms of the securities we determine to offer.

Common Stock

We may offer shares of our common stock, par value $0.0001 per share, either alone or underlying other registered
securities convertible or exercisable into our common stock. Each holder of our common stock is entitled to one vote
for each share on all matters to be voted upon by the stockholders. Holders of our common stock are entitled to
receive ratably the dividends, if any, as may be declared from time to time by our board of directors out of funds
legally available therefor. If there is a liquidation, dissolution or winding up of our company, holders of our common
stock would be entitled to share in our assets remaining after the payment of liabilities and any preferential rights of
any outstanding preferred stock. The holders of common stock have no preemptive rights. Currently, we do not pay a
dividend and do not anticipate paying cash dividends in the foreseeable future.

Preferred Stock and Depositary Shares

Under the terms of our amended and restated certificate of incorporation, our board of directors is authorized to issue
shares of preferred stock in one or more series without stockholder approval. Our board of directors has the discretion
to determine the rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions, including voting rights, dividend rights, conversion
rights, redemption privileges and liquidation preferences, of each series of preferred stock.
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We may also issue fractional shares of preferred stock that will be represented by depositary shares and depositary
receipts.

Each series of preferred stock, depositary shares or depositary receipts, if issued, will be more fully described in the
particular prospectus supplement that will accompany this prospectus, including redemption provisions, rights in the
event of our liquidation, dissolution or winding up, voting rights and rights to convert into common stock. We do not
have any shares of our preferred stock, depositary shares or depositary receipts presently outstanding.

Warrants

We may issue warrants for the purchase of common stock, preferred stock or debt securities. We may issue warrants
independently or together with other securities.

Debt Securities

We may offer secured or unsecured obligations in the form of one or more series of senior or subordinated debt. The
senior debt securities and the subordinated debt securities are together referred to in this prospectus as the �debt
securities.� The subordinated debt securities generally will be entitled to payment only after payment of our senior
debt. Senior debt generally includes all debt for money borrowed by us, except debt that is stated in the instrument
governing the terms of that debt to be not senior to, or to have the same rank in right of payment as, or to be expressly
junior to, the subordinated debt securities. We may issue debt securities that are convertible into shares of our
common stock.

The senior and subordinated debt securities will be issued under separate indentures between us and a trustee. We
have summarized the general features of the debt securities to be governed by the indentures. These indentures have
been filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part. We encourage you to read
these indentures. Instructions on how you can get copies of these documents are provided in the section titled �Where
You Can Find More Information.�

Units

We may issue units comprised of one or more of the other classes of securities issued by us as described in this
prospectus in any combination. Each unit will be issued so that the holder of the unit is also the holder of each security
included in the unit.
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RISK FACTORS

An investment in our securities involves a high degree of risk. The prospectus supplement applicable to each offering
of our securities will contain a discussion of the risks applicable to an investment in our securities. Prior to making a
decision about investing in our securities, you should carefully consider the specific factors discussed in the section
titled �Risk Factors� in the applicable prospectus supplement, together with all
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